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Editorial
An editor is something I never thought I’d be. To be honest, I was overwhelmed by the job description. I
would like to give my heartfelt thanks to the other members of the ‘Spring’ editorial board for making it a
lot less scary.
Working with everyone has been amazing and the enthusiastic participation of our friends surely motivated
us to match their enthusiasm. This edition of ‘Spring’ brings to you so much more than just a bunch of
articles one would usually associate with magazines in an academic backdrop. This time, I was lucky to have
had an opportunity to write an article about one of the most interesting topics under the sun. Not just the
writing part but the gathering of information for the content is entertaining, educating and inspiring at the
same time.
Being on the editorial team has taught me what dedication is and to what level commitment can take one’s
quality of work to. Everyone has worked hard and a lot of effort has been put in to make this extremely
interesting along with being educating. I hope you have as much fun reading it as we had, while putting this
whole thing together. I also hope that all of you keep contributing to the magazine by sending your works,
and let your talent “spring” out to the world.

Thanmayee C S (1 HEPP N)
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STATE SECOND RANK HOLDER 2016-17
"Believe in yourself and in all that you are, there is something inside you that is
greater than any obstacle. "
This is one thing that keeps me going no matter what. Taking up Humanities in Christ Junior College has
been one of the best choices I've made in my life. The plethora of opportunities that were given to us here
contributed richly to our holistic development. I would like to thank all my teachers for believing in me and
motivating me to nurture and reach my true potential. Concentrating in class and constantly making a note
of important points has been the key to my success. Academics was not the only focus, extra-curricular
activities have also played a major role in helping me form my identity. Christ Junior College has such a
beautiful, clean and green campus that is always so lively and heart -warming to come to. Christ is truly a
home away from home, it's my family.
I would like to thank my family for being my inspiration and for supporting me in all my decisions and
endeavors. I would like to extend my gratitude to our Principal, Vice Principal, my Class Teacher (Ms .Reva
George), other teachers and all the non-teaching staff for being my constant pillars of support and for
making my journey at Christ a wonderful experience.
Last but not the least, I would want to proudly say, 'Once a Christite, Always a Christite.'
Charithra Ajay Nayak (PPES O: 2015 - 2017)
Social Sciences( 583/600)

A SOFT APPROACH TO THE STRAY DOGS MENACE
The stray dog menace is not one that is new to
our country.
Our civil authorities have been
challenged with the task of bringing this menace
under control, but instead of addressing the root
cause of inadequate management and disposal of
garbage, ineffective solutions have been adopted
without a second thought.
In the 1990s, stray dogs were routinely caught and
electrocuted to control the population. This
method, while inhumane and horrific, also turned
out to be ineffective. Stray dogs from Bengaluru’s
outskirts would migrate to the city to fill the gaps
that were created, where systematic garbage
disposal was absent.
After several years of effort, the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) finally joined hands with
Compassion Unlimited Plus Action (CUPA) in
October 2000, to begin mass sterilization in the
city through the Animal Birth Control - Anti Rabies
Vaccination (ABC - ARV) programme.ABC-ARV is
a public health program, which was initiated by
CUPA and funded by the BBMP to control stray
dog populations and thereby, reduce the risk of
rabies amongst humans and dogs alike.
The very same facility where thousands of dogs
had been electrocuted was taken over by CUPA
and renovated to include an equipped surgery
room and secure kennels.
Stray dogs are now caught by trained CUPA
handlers (under experienced supervision),
and transported securely to the BBMP-CUPA ABC
Centre in Koramangala, Bengaluru.

The stray dogs are placed in kennels and given
food and water on the first day, in order to calm
them down. The dogs are then neutered on the
second day by experienced vets, and allowed to
recuperate on days three and four. Just before
release on the fifth day, the dogs are vaccinated
against rabies and then placed back in the area that
they were picked up from.
“In the fiscal year ending March 2014, a total of
6204 stray dogs were sterilized, averaging more
than 500 dogs a month.” – CUPA. Several NGOs
have been working on the ABC programme in
Bengaluru. If you are aware of a location where
dogs haven’t been sterilized, please contact any one
of the following organizations:
CUPA – (BBMP-CUPA Animal Birth Control Centre)Tel: +91 82771 67314; cupabangalore.org
Sarvodaya – Tel: 080 6534 0127; www.strays.in
PFA – Tel: 0802861 1986;
peopleforanimalsbangalore.org
Krupa – Tel: 081234 18813;
krupaanimalsbangalore.com
Karuna – Tel: 23411181; www.karunaanimalwelfare.org
BBMP Helpline: 22221188 or 22660000
Aarushi Krishnan (2 PPES O)
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THE SPASTICS SOCIETY VISIT
On the 13 of July, Christ Junior College took the
second-year psychology students on a field visit to
‘THE SPASTICS SOCIETY OF KARNATAKA’, a
school for children with autism and various
neuromuscular developmental disorders like
ADHD, autism, cerebral palsy with vision
impairment etc., for not only
academic purposes but also
to teach the students the
feelings of love, care and
responsibility towards such
children. The students were
guided by their psychology
teachers, Ms. Reva George
and Ms. Ashika Alex.
On arriving, we were taken
to the library where a small
session was conducted by
one of the teachers of the
school who briefed us on the mission and aim of
the NGO. The Director of the Spastic Society also
took time off her busy schedule to address us.
The school provides education as well as
treatment to the children. After the session we
were guided by teachers to various classes. The
first class we went to had children of age 4 to 6,
they were being taught routinely skills like eating

with cutlery, dressing by themselves, etc. Next, we
headed to the Physical Therapy Department and
the Dance and Music Therapy Department. Then
we were divided into groups and were allowed to
observe the class room sessions. The children are
mainly taught how to decipher signs, concepts of
money and time and other
things essential for survival.
We were also taken to the
vocational training block
where the students are
taught painting, tailoring,
baking and crafting, simple
data entry, etc. We were all
amazed to know that their
disability does not stop
these children from being
ambitious as many of them
went on to become
engineers, doctors, artists and receive their PHDs.
The Spastic Society is doing a wonderful job but
such NGOs should be set up in every part of the
c o u n t r y t o e n s u re t h a t a ny c h i l d w i t h
developmental disorders is not neglected.
Kavya Nagesh (2 PPES O)

A VISIT TO THE RECYCLING UNIT AT CHRIST UNIVERSITY
“A small effort by an individual can bring
a remarkable change in this world.”
Christ University is not only one of the most
picturesque campuses in Bangalore but is also the
most clean and green campus. All that is used in
the campus from start to the finish is somehow
reduced reused, and recycled within the campus.
To ensure that students are aware of the recycling
unit and its functioning, a short visit was conducted
by the Centre for Social Action (CSA). This visit
helped students comprehend what happens to all
that we throw in the waste bin day in and day out
in the campus. The recycling unit has two divisionsthe paper making unit and a manure making unit.
The paper making unit makes use of all the dry
waste segregated in the campus and create magic
out of thin air, by making photo frames, files, charts
and other stationery which are later sold and the
profit made out of this sale is distributed among
the unit workers who work diligently and
unremittingly at these two units.

The second division of this unit takes wet wastes
and converts these into manure which is used to
nurture the umpteen number of plants found
across the campus. The unit also has a biogas plant
where all the biogas obtained is used for cooking
purposes in canteens across the campus. The
growth of the campus from sending waste to add
onto the piling landfills in the nation - to not letting
any waste go “waste” is a remarkable change. The
hard work and vigor that the workers at the unit
perform day after day, has motivated students to
ensure they segregate waste at the basic level, by
depositing the appropriate waste in the suitable
bins.
The saying goes, “We do not inherit the earth from
our ancestors, we borrow it from our children”
Today as a Christite, I can proudly say that we at
Christ have begun to return the future of our
children and that the love for environment and the
values of reuse, reduce and recycle has been
entrenched in the minds of every Christite.
Akshaya Krishnan (2 HESP M)
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GERMAN EXCHANGE
PROGAMME

On the 25th of April, 2017, fourteen of us from
Christ Junior College, embarked on a journey
which left us fascinated, and in some way, changed
our lives. The Indo-German exchange group of
2017-18, got the opportunity to visit Metten, a
small township in Bavaria, in southern Germany.
The group consisted of 12 students and 2 teachers.
We reached Munich on 26th April, and were
welcomed by the teachers of St. Michael’s
Gymnasium. We then drove down to the school to
meet our partners, who were extremely
welcoming and made us feel at home. Most of us
stayed with our host families for all the 15 days.
This not only paved the way for us to learn the
German culture in detail, but also gave us the
privilege of having a family away from home.
We toured the city of Munich and visited many
others, like the ancient city of Regensburg, the
municipality of Metten, and Salzburg in Austria, the
birthplace of the famous musician, Mozart. We also
visited other tourist attractions such as, the
organic farm near Metten, the Bavarian Forest, the
BMW factory, the Neuschwanstein Castle, and the
concentration camp in Dachau. Though the
purpose of our visit to all these places was
educational, we enjoyed this whole process as well.
I particularly cherish our trip to Mt. Zugspitze,
Germany’s highest peak. We met the Mayor of
Metten, as well, who briefed us about the
functioning of the township. I look up to him for,
despite his high position, he was very humble and
nice.
This programme helped us to learn about the food
habits, culture and everyday life of the Germans,
thus broadening our horizons. The Germans’
punctuality, value for money, quality time with
family and humility, is something I have come to
appreciate and respect. On the whole, this
exchange programme has given us memories to
harbour and values to nurture, for a lifetime.
Shruti Doss (2 HEPP N)

SWEDISH EXCHANGE
PROGRAMME
This summer, I had a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to travel to Sweden, for about ten days, with my
friends for a Student Exchange Programme.
Sweden is a small but lovely country. I can still
recall my complex feelings on the flight, a mix of
curiosity, excitement, and nervousness. When we
arrived at Sweden I was amazed by the
architecture, nature, beautiful landscape and of
course, the smiling and friendly people.
In the days of our stay we visited many places in
and around Gothenburg. We learnt so many new
things, went on many adventures, tried Swedish
candies and snacks, went shopping and had so
much fun, all thanks to our Swedish partners.
If you ever happen to visit Sweden, I would
recommend you to try the famous Swedish Fika,
and the Swedish strawberries also called
'jordgubbar' and visit Liseberg Amusement Park,
Scandinavia’s largest amusement park that features
Helix, Scandinavia’s longest and fastest roller
coaster, AtmosFear, Europe’s largest free fall
attraction and Balder, the best wooden roller
coaster in the world.
I consider myself lucky as I had two partners - Alva
and Kajsa, both of them were funny, caring and funloving. My whole experience with the host families
was incredible. They were extremely welcoming
and I enjoyed every single minute of my stay. I
loved spending time with them-having long
conversations while eating some delicious Fika,
cooking together, cleaning the dishes, going for a
walk in thep forest, trying out Indian and Swedish
snacks, cycling, and playing games.
Everyone, all the teachers and our partners were
incredibly kind and treated us with so much care
and affection that saying goodbye was the hardest
part of this whole trip. Spending ten days in
Sweden gave me so much knowledge about their
culture and lifestyle along with some life long
memories and friends. I miss all of them and would
love to relive those ten days.
Muskaan Jain (2 HEPP N)
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Spectrum, at Christ Junior College, is the proud golden platform made for the students of Social Science
to exhibit their talents and make the best of their immense potential by the Social Sciences Association.
SSA has been lauded for conducting events that are challenging and make students think out of the box at
the end of the day. Students today will make what the world is tomorrow and the aim is to produce
individuals with all-round development. Competitions like debate, anchoring, stress interviews, literary,
stage and art events, and the like, are conducted to test the creative juices and profound thinking of the
students.
SSA’s goal is the same as the mission of the college. Holistic development is what the association wants
the students to be exposed to. The association also aims at building the confidence of the students since it
does require a lot of confidence to even participate and test oneself. Making them honest and
understanding individuals is an important objective too. Learning to be responsible in this whole process
is also a major objective. Making the students aware that they are the ones who will be shaping
tomorrow’s world is important as well.
The teacher coordinators along with the core committee members strive hard to make all the events a
success! The teacher coordinators are Mr. Deena Dayalan and Mrs. Ashika Alex. The core committee
members consist of both the 1st year and the 2nd year students. The 1st year members are:
From 1 HESP M: Aruna P and Neha
Susan
From 1 HEPP N: Aruba and Vignesh
From 1 PPES O: Aashna and Rashitha
The 2nd year members are:
From 2 HESP M: Hannah Khan,
Harshitha J., Arundhati, Sudeep,
Bhargav, Ankith, Pratish, Vasanth and
Daniel
From 2 HEPP N: Aarthi, Prajwal and
Jayasurya
From 2 PPES O: Diya, Shobita and Romola
The events conducted by SSA are both entertaining and educative. So far, around eight competitions have
been conducted under the roof of SSA. Our very first competition was Sketching. ‘Looking out of a
Window’, being the topic for the very first competition of SSA, the Association still continues to assist
and enable students to look into their window of imagination and wit.
Creative Writing was our next competition held. Here, both the skills
of language and creativity were assessed, along with a touch of reality,
since the topic of the competition was greatly related to public
administration. Our other competitions being Poster Making, where
students created extremely realistic posters of sufferings of women
as per the topic 'Unsafe society’ and Craft Making, when students
folded coloured papers along with the colourful imaginative pages of
their minds to create sophisticated art works such as dragons,
unicorns, a Paleolithic- aged cave and many other such odd things.
Wealth out of Waste competition was one, that got students
immersed in their activities. Symbolically, waste objects like paper
plates and cups, threads, tissues and similar few other things were
given as primary property for the competition. And the wealth they
created…Tremendous! Flamboyant Flower vases, an adorable
snowman, wind chimes, gowns, pen-stands and various other useful and fanciful things.
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With all such competitions so far and many more coming up very soon, the journey of SSA has been
exquisitely progressive and a one with remarkable dedication towards developing students holistically. The
21st of June 2017 marked the day of the much awaited inauguration of the clubs and associations at
Christ junior college. SSA was ready to capture the
attention and the interests of the enthusiastic first years .
The oaths were then taken and the presidents of each club
and association were called on stage to throw a light on
their respective clubs or associations and then they
confidently accepted the sash donned on them .
Spectrum has always been a dynamic and unique association
among its other counterparts. The members of the
Association have always been known for their more efficient
and innovative ideas for the ever-competitive world in the
college. With enduring support and guidance from the
teachers, the Association has become no less than a
university in itself. Therefore, with all these opportunities
awaiting the students of Christ Junior College, the only thing
they can do is to make and get the most of it.
Romola Verghese (2 PPES O) &
Prajwal B.M. (2 HEPP N)

There were periodic flashes of excited screams, relieved loud laughs as background music, uncontrollable
smiles were displayed on kiddie winks and adults, and the mood for celebration was just relentless.
Formula Rossa.
Formula Rossa, located at Ferrari World in Abu Dhabi, UAE is the world's fastest roller coaster, with a top
speed of 240km/h(150mph). It accelerates to its top speed in approximately 5 seconds. It uses a hydraulic
launch system which generates a release velocity similar to that of steam catapults on an aircraft carrier.
In January, I was in Dubai with my family having the time of my life. And then, it all came to a screeching
halt when my cousin suggested we go on this monster of a ride. My conscious and subconscious mind
pooh-poohed the idea saying “No way!” in unison.
I remember winning the argument with my cousin that evening but I don’t exactly remember how I ended
up holding 5 tickets to the ride the next morning looking paler than the dead. Being the occasional
naysayer, I started listing out things that could go wrong, while I was being sandwiched between two fat
ladies during the security check. I joined my cousin who had held a seat for me beside him. I lifted my
head and peered over the highway leading to hell. And just like a Ferrari, the coaster vroomed and it
launched all of us like a rocket with no speed limit or brakes. This is not me dramatizing things, but it felt
like death itself. And in that moment, I took some uncommon courage and opened my eyes, let go of my
cousin’s almost fractured hand and howled like the others. I clenched my fist and threw it in the air with a
victory significant only to me.
If it isn’t a little scary, it probably isn’t worth your time; one of the many things I learnt. Fearing difficult
tasks is normal and also, a good sign. It makes you give importance to them and will make a difference in
your life. Channel the fear in a way that enables you to conquer your tasks. Ah, Meg Cabot is finally
making sense to me. So, just have some faith and choose to take the ride, my friend.
Vaishnavi Guthi (2 HEPP N)
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AN INTERVIEW WITH AN
INTERVIEWER
Cracking an interview is an art, and the perfect way to conduct yourself at an interview is an acquired trait
that comes to one only through practice and training. Some questions to help an interviewee bring out of
the best of themselves in an interview were posed to a reputed Vice president of HR technology and
recruitment in MSCI (Morgan Stanley Capital International) and so was the outcome of the interview:

1. What are the first physical traits that
catch an interviewer’s attention?

It is always good to thank the interviewer for his
time and say good bye.

The way they dress, whether they are presentable
or not, nervousness, aggressiveness, energy level.

8. How important is a greeting at the
beginning?

2. What according to you does a firm
handshake indicate?

For me, Greeting is important, since it creates a
good ambiance and helps break the ice between
the candidate and the interviewer.

A firm handshake indicates confidence and tells me
that the person is prepared for the interview.
3. How important a role does English
play?
Since English is the medium of communication, it
does play an important role.
4. What important qualities are tested
in an interview?
Positive attitude, skills as a team player, confidence,
commitment, sincerity and honesty are the
qualities we expect.
5. How much importance is given to the
marks of an interviewee?
For me, academics don’t play a huge role, his
knowledge about the domain, experience and
attitude plays an important role.
6. What is the best way to deny if the
interviewee is unable to answer?
Admit that you don’t know and can’t answer that
question instead of beating around the bush.
7. What is the best way for an
interviewee to end?

9. Is fidgeting and/or braggery a put off?
Yes.
10. If you had to choose between a
group discussion and an interview for
selecting candidates, which one would
you pick and why?
I would opt for an interview, because it helps one
know the person well, his strengths and
weaknesses and it basically helps me decide if the
person is fit for this job.
11. If you're had to rate these three out
of 100, as a combination, what would be
the division:
a) Attire: 15
b)

Speech: 70

c)

Attitudes: 15

12. What is your favourite question to
ask at an interview?
There is no favourite question as such, but I always
ask the interviewee what their strengths and
weaknesses are.
Akshaya Krishnan (2 HESP M)
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Emerging Interdisciplinary Fields in Social
Sciences.

With time the neatly divided Social Sciences are converging and this has lead to the formation of several
highly specialized and interdisciplinary fields that deal with entirely new areas of enquiry.
1. Cliodynamics:
Coined by Peter Turchin, a professor at the
University of Connecticut, cliodynamics is said to
be Issac Asimov’s famous science-fiction novel,
Foundation come to life. It integrates historical
macrosociology, economic history (cliometrics),
the mathematical modeling of long-term social
processes, and the building and analysis of historical
databases. To put it in simple words, it records and
quantifies large social forces that have shaped
history and uses this data to study the past as well
as predict the future. Turchin’s recent paper
‘Forecasting Social Unrest’ is an example of
cliodynamics. Cliodynamics: The Journal of
Quantitative History and Cultural Evolution is an
online peer-reviewed journal that publishes on this
interdisciplinar y area. The University of
Hertfordshire, UK and Santa Fe Institute, USA have
their own labs dedicated to cliodynamics.
2. Computational Social Science:
Closely related to cliodynamics, Computational
Social Science approaches social trends and
phenomenons overtime using computers and
other information processing technologies.
Computational social scientists study the copious
amounts of information left behind from emails,
mobile phone calls, tweets, credit card purchases,
Google searches, and on and on. Digital Sociology
(study of digital media’s influence on society),
computational economics, and culturomics (study
of human behavior and cultural trends through the
quantitative analysis of digitized texts) are fields
that come under computational social science.
Examples of works under this field include how
information spreads across social networks and
how intimate relationships form on the Web.
3. Computational Cognition:
Computational cognition is a discipline lying on the
border between artificial intelligence and
psychology. It focuses on building and developing
computer models that replicate the human brain. It
studies the process of learning and influence by
giving it a computational dimension. Computational
Cognitive Science is an international journal that
publishes research contributions to this field.
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), USA

is known for offering undergraduate and graduate
level courses in Computational Cognitive Science.
4.Cognitive Economics and
Neuroeconomics:
Cognitive economics is combination of cognitive
psychology,
economics, philosophy, artificial
intelligence and science of administration, whereas
Neuroeconomics is a combination of neuroscience,
psycholog y and economics. Both are
interdisciplinary approaches to explain human
decision making and problem solving, the ability to
process multiple alternatives and to follow a
course of action. Journal of Neuroscience,
Psychology and Economics published by the
American Psychological Association carries
research related to these two fields. Cognitive
economics is a course widely offered in most
universities that are best known for Economics
(e.g.: School of Economics in Nottingham, New
York University) but neuroeconomics is a very new
field and the University of Zurich, Switzerland,
Claremont Graduate University, USA and Caltech
have begun offering PHD level courses is the field.
5.Digital Mapping/Cartog raphy
(Geospatial Technology):
Cartography, a field that was once considered dead
and insignificant by most people due to its lack of
modern application, made a comeback when big
tech companies like Google and Apple launched
their web-mapping services. Digital cartography is a
blend of geography, cartography, geographical
information science, geodesign (creation of design
layouts based on simulations informed by
geographic contexts), mathematics and technology.
It is applicable in GPS technology and mobile
computing. State University of New York at Buffalo,
and University of California, Berkeley are famous
for their courses offered in this field. Journals
carrying studies related to this field are Remote
Sensing and Applied Geography.
Huzbah Jagirdar (2 PPES O)
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Alternative Career Options

Career- Confusion over what to pursue, is one of the things that unites us. The field of Humanities offers an
overwhelming list of career options. Many of us prefer to choose a career in the field we are passionate
about; often something outside the realms of the stereotypic rote learning. The following, is a list of five
career options deviating from the mainstream, and covering the fields of media, linguistics, and others:1. Media Planner: Media planners also called ‘Brand Planners’ or
‘Communication Planners/Strategists’, use their aptitude in
communication and business, to identify which media platforms
would best advertise their client’s brand or product. They use a
wide range of media such as, the press, the internet, and so on, to
ensure maximum impact of the advertising campaigns of their
clients, with the target audience. Media Planners have
opportunities to work abroad, along with highly satisfactory
salaries. This is an excellent choice for those interested in
advertising, travel, statistics and communication.
Qualification- Bachelor’s,
Master’s and a Ph.D. in
Linguistics.
Additional RequirementsKnowledge of legal procedures.
Colleges- English and Foreign

Qualification- Bachelor’s
and Master’s in Media and
Communications or any
relevant field.
Colleges- Indian Institute of
Mass Communication- New

Delhi, Indian School of Media2.Fo re n s i c L i n g u i s t :
Forensics to many, is an
Mumbai, etc.
exceedingly intriguing
subject. A Forensic Linguist
analyses the language of suicide letters, emergency calls, threat
communication and social media during legal proceedings for
law firms, the police, and/or may help the government to solve
crime. A Forensic Linguist may also be involved in matters of
trademark disputes, author identification and language analyses
of asylum seekers.

3. Drama Therapist:
A drama therapist uses
his/her proficiency in
Campus, Mysore University, etc.
performing arts to help
the clients explore ,
address, and deal with a variety of social or personal problems.
They use a range of interventions such as stories, puppetry, role
play, drama, etc., to allow the clients to explore their experiences
and express themselves in ways that might be easier than directly
talking about it. A drama therapist can work with clients of all ages,
with difficulties ranging from psychological and/or mental health
issues to clients with neurological illnesses.
Languages University- Shillong

Qualification- Certificate or
Bachelor’s related to Audio
Production
Colleges- Sound Engineering
Academy- Thiruvananthapuram,
Beatpro Music Production
Courses- Mumbai, etc.
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Qualification- Degree in
Performing Arts or any relevant
field
Additional RequirementsExperience of working with
children or adults in a social or
health care setting.

4.A u d i o E n g i n e e r :
Colleges- National School of
Audio Engineers use
different equipment to
Drama- New Delhi, Asian
record, synchronize, mix
Academy of Film and Televisionor reproduce voices, music
Noida, etc.
or sound effects. They also
setup, repair and operate
sound-enhancement and
production equipment. Also known as, ‘Sound Engineering
Technicians’, ‘Record Engineers’, and ‘Audio Equipment
Technicians’, they are supposed to have a clear idea about
different audio recording and editing techniques. They work in
television, radio, film or other related industries and often assist
record producers and musicians. Some even go on to assume
the role of producer.

5. Digital Copywriter: Digital Copywriters engage the reader and
motivate him/her to buy a product or a service. They create advertising
text and promotional content for advertising agencies and marketing
corporations, and can work for employers or as freelancers. They need
to have creativity, writing skills and knowledge of sales and marketing.
They may also write about a brand, industry or an issue, in which
context, they will be called, ‘Digital Content Writers’.
Drishti V. Baliga (2 HEPP N)

Qualification- Bachelor’s in
Advertising, English or a
related field
Colleges- Xavier Institute
of CommunicationsMumbai, St. Stephen’s
College- New Delhi, etc.

The Importance Of Current Affairs
In today’s dynamic and highly competitive world, the knowledge of current affairs is not only a
prerequisite for a successful career but also a necessity in terms of adapting to the changes around us. Be
it the Syrian refugee crisis or Donald Trump’s government, the global environment we live in ensures that
the slightest of changes, even halfway across the world, affects us in some way or the other.
From a student’s perspective, keeping up with the latest developments across the world allows me to
analyze and gain a deeper understanding of academic knowledge. General knowledge plays a huge role in
bridging the gap between real life application and theoretical classroom knowledge. This is one of the
many reasons why the knowledge of current affairs has become an integral part of various competitive
examinations and aptitude tests. If you seek to pursue a career in law or the civil services, current affairs
will be an integral part of your preparation for the entrance examinations as well as your job description.
When it comes to day to day functioning, it is well established that a person who is aware of his
surroundings is better suited to make well informed and responsible decisions. I believe it is time for us to
not just be students but also aware and responsible members of society. This can be achieved only
through the understanding of the problems we face today. An individual keeping up with the daily
developments with regard to demonetization during the months of November and December and a shop
keeper who is aware of the provisions of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) proposal will be better
equipped to adapt to the new system than individuals who aren’t aware of the various options that are
available to them.
Last but not the least, the knowledge of current affairs opens up a whole new world of engagement in the
form of debates, quizzes and other competitions that encourage us to read, discuss, and share various
ideas and opinions. These play a huge role in ensuring that we are open minded and receptive to change.
The world may be a lot of things, but one thing it definitely isn’t, is predictable.
Rithwick G. (2 HEPP N)
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INDIA’S RELATIONS WITH THE WORLD
International Relations is a very essential aspect of citizenship in today's globalized world. It enables the
sharing and understanding of different cultures, ensures world peace, promotes effective trade policies
between nations, and allows countries to cooperate effectively to find solutions for global problems.
International Relations is also a field of study that is attracting a lot of students. Some careers that you can
pursue with a degree in International Relations are that of a Diplomat (Maintaining good relations between
countries), Intelligence Specialist (Gathering state-critical information), Political Analyst (Explaining the
political climate), Lobbyist (Promoting ideas to those who can make them reality), International Lawyer
(Representing cases beyond the borders) and Communications Specialist in a non-profit to name a few.
India has been actively working to develop better relations with other nations and the following, are the
outcomes of these efforts.
On July 4th, 2017 the Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi visited Germany and met with Angela Merkel,
the Chancellor of Germany and got 12 MOU agreements pertaining to fields like cyber policy, development
initiatives, sustainable urban development, continued development of cluster managers and skill
development, digitalization, railway security and promoting vocational training.
On the same day in Israel, he met with Mr. Benjamin
Netanyahu, the Prime Minister of Israel. This was a very
fruitful visit as this got us Israel’s cooperation in
agriculture with it supplying irrigation and related
technology that will have the potential of boosting farm
sector efficiency, improving crop quality and quantity,
technology to help improve water management,
recycling and desalination, improvements in space
technology, cyber security and increasing people-people
relations between the nations.
On June 22nd of this year, Modi met with the President
of The United States of America, Donald J. Trump which
proved to be advantageous to various fields like infrastructure, economics and trade, strategic issues,
security, education and people’s benefit, energy, environment and technology.
The Prime Minister of India, Modi paid a visit to Vladimir Putin, the current President of Russia on 2nd June
2017. This also proved to be a successful venture as not only did the two nations express the desire to
expand their trade from present 7.7 billion level to 30 billion level by the year 2025, they also signed the
general framework agreement and the Credit Protocol for Units 5 and 6 of the Kudankulam Nuclear Power
Plant. The two countries have also agreed to build an “Energy Bridge” to expand the scope of bilateral
relations in all areas of energy-nuclear, hydrocarbon, hydel and renewable energy sources and in improving
energy efficiency.
On 31st March 2017, our Prime Minister landed in Spain and met with the Prime Minister of Spain, Mariano
Rajoy which resulted in Spain signing seven agreements with India. The agreements were regarding
cooperation in organ transplantation, cyber security, renewable energy, civil aviation and one between India’s
Foreign Service Institute and Diplomatic Academy of Spain. Modi encouraged Spanish infrastructure, tourism,
energy and defence companies to invest in priority sectors in India.
All these visits promote healthy relations with many other developed and developing nations and put India
in the spotlight as an emerging brand. The bilateral treaties and increase in foreign investments may be seen
as a sign of restoring India’s glorious reputation as one of the most fertile hubs for trade, investments, travel
and cultural exploration.
Thanmayee C S (I HEPP N)
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GST

On the 1st of July, 2017, the biggest tax reform in
India since Independence, was rolled out. Some
even called it, ‘India’s new midnight tryst with
destiny’. India has now become one of the 160
countries that have implemented the goods and
services tax, France being the first to do so.
GST is one, single indirect tax for the whole nation,
which will then make India one, collective, unified
market. It is a single tax that will be levied on goods
and services, all the way from the manufacturer to
the consumer. This means that it has replaced all
the taxes levied by the governments both the state
and center.
In a nutshell, when it comes to GST only value
addition will be taxed and the burden of tax is to
be borne by the final consumer. It is levied on two
levels: SGST(State GST) and CGST( Central GST).
GST has been divided into five tax brackets: 0%
(eggs, milk, etc.); 5% (coffee, tea, etc.); 12%
(cellphones, ghee, etc.); 18% (biscuits, camera, etc.);
and 28% (hair shampoo, cinema, etc.).
GST is advantageous to the consumers because it
is the only tax that is levied from the manufacturer
to the consumer, leading to transparency of taxes
paid. There will also be a relief in tax burden on
most commodities which is beneficial to the

consumers. In the case of businesses and industries,
the uniformity of tax rates and structures all across
the country will increase certainty and ease of
doing business and minimal cascading will reduce
hidden costs of doing business which will in turn
reduce the cost of locally manufactured goods and
services. This will increase the competitiveness of
Indian goods and services in the international
market and promote Indian exports.
As for the Central and State Governments, backed
with a strong end to end IT system, GST will be
easy and simple to administer, it will also
incentivize and ensure better tax compliance. GST
is also expected to reduce the government’s cost
of tax collection, so this will result in higher
revenue efficiency.
However, everything comes with a downside. Some
economists are of the opinion that GST will impact
the real estate market negatively. After GST, prices
of some goods and services( garments, clothes, air
transport) went up. The implementation of GST is
expected to increase the monopoly of the Center
and cause some states like Jharkhand to suffer loss
of revenue on the account of tax sharing or if the
state is goods-driven. Either way the fate of India
post-GST can only be determined with time.
Huzbah Jagirdar (2 PPES O)

INDIAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 2017
The most diverse democracy of the world, India
witnessed a historic presidential election this year.
When the candidates, Ram Nath Kovind and Meira
Kumar clashed against each other, it was an assured
possibility that NDA’s Kovind would win the race
to the Rashtrapati Bhavan and as predicted, Kovind
won. The President of India is elected indirectly by
an electoral college. This college comprises of the
elected representatives of the state and union
territories legislature, and the elected members of
the Parliament. The elections were held on the 17
of July, 2017.
Ram Nath Kovind, a
l aw ye r f ro m U t t a r
Pradesh is a Dalit and
was the 35th Governor
of Bihar and Member of
the Rajya Sabha from
Uttar Pradesh from
1994 to 2006. It is
anticipated that Kovind’s
victory will lead to a
revolutionary change in
Indian politics and international relations.

While India follows a parliamentary form of
government where the Prime Minister is the real
leader of the nation, the tasks of making crucial
decisions and driving the country forward in the
right path lies in the hands of the President. This
means that the new President of India, who
recently took oath, will be required to play an
integral and active role in providing solutions to
the many problems and helping to develop India
into a triumphant nation of the future. With the
youngest population in the world, plenty of
resources and great
leadership, India is not
far away from its goal of
being a model country
for the rest of the
world.
Gautham V. Narayan (2
HESP M)
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ART

Celine Godson (2 PPES O)

Tulsi (1 HESP M)

Atmika Dechamma (2 PPES O)

Karun Kumar (2 HESP M)
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Yeshaswini Srihari (2 PPES O)

Food is about passion, savoring the fragrant spices and
indulging in divine desserts. Food is about emotion,
causing crinkles in the eyes and merriness in the hearts
of people. Food is about togetherness, sitting down for a
meal with family and friends, all differences thrown into
darkness as the feast gains the limelight, spreading cheer
to the cheeks of everyone. And what can be more
stimulating to the mind than writing about food?
Food Writing is an emerging trend in the field of
journalism. It involves the analysis of food or restaurants.
So, with some active food journalism in mind, we headed
out to explore the piquant range of food, food and only
food.
The muezzin’s call for evening prayer ending the day’s
fast, penetrates through the chill of the night. The dim
lights of dusk bring with it hungry stomachs, smiling faces
and stronger bonds. With sunset, the streets of
Tilaknagar light up with the essence of Ramadan. The
distinct sounds of the clanking of plates, frying of fritters
and the multitude of voices reaches the ears in a
rhythmic wave. The aroma of freshness instigates the
taste buds, propelling one to indulge in a wide array of
delectable goodies. The mouth watering delicacies of iftar
attract food buffs from all over the city.
Haleem (a paste made of wheat, barley, lentils, meat) is
something one would find near every mosque, a specialty
of Ramadan indeed.
Kebabs (spicy grilled meat skewers) are the most
common street delicacy, providing a lip smacking
experience for all those who seek fiery munchies.
The onion and chicken samosas are fast selling, owing to
their scrumptiousness.
The Chicken Tikka is an all time favorite of the nonvegetarians, creating popular demand for them.
And who can resist a simmering pot of authentic Chicken
Biriyani? Plates are piled up with the aromatic rice, which
are sold out in no time.
Iftar is delectable, catering to the dessert connoisseurs,
too.
Phirni (rice pudding) is the most common sweet dish. Hot
jalebis are an irresistible treat.
The Double ka Meetha is a rich dessert (a bread pudding,
the slices of bread fried and then soaked in hot milk and
spices including saffron and cardamom). Ambrosial,
indeed.
Some vendors offer Malabar delicacies including Kaipola
(steamed plantain cake), Unnakkaya (stuffed plantain) and
Mutta Adukku (layered pancake with a sweet egg filling) to
name a few. These succulent sweets are a feast for all the
sweet-toothed ones.
If you are a foodie looking for a gastronomic treat in the
ambience of the streets, head out for iftar next Ramadan!
-Advika Reddy (2 PPES O)
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A Dried Leaf Drops
-Rithik P.M. (2 HESP M)
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Darkness Reveals True Stars
- Adil Zawahir (2 HEPP N)
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A Minuscule in the Endless
- Dhiren Rao (2 PPES O)

What Makes the Soul Shine

- Rashida Yusufi (2 HESP M)
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FIKA
Ice cold, jackets on in the airport,
Not expecting it to be worse outside,
Almost running to the car,
For the comfort of a heater inside.
New faces, new places,
Both nervous and excited,
Till we pulled up outside, not at at our own,
But Lerums gymnasium instead.
We walked inside, spirits high,
To a room filled with chatter,
There's sparkling water and hot coffee,
I think I'd prefer the latter.
Hot cinnamon buns and carrot cake,
Make you forget about the cold,
And instead you start to mingle,
With those whose hearts could only be gold.
And so just like that, we had our first fika,
A coffee break tradition that has lived on,
For if you're talking to nice people, and drinking coffee,
The cold just seems to always be gone.
Yeshaswini Srihari
(2 PPES O)
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Through travel, we grow. Through travel, we live. Are you an aspiring travel journalist? The International
Journalists’ Network provides some tips for youBlog, blog, blog: Illustrating writing skills and
expertise on a personal blog is the best way to
gain credibility and get recognized. Post highquality entries twice each week for about six
months to show dedication and then pitch in to
editors.
Find a niche: Many writers make the mistake
of pitching broad ideas or city guides- big no-no.
Develop an area of expertise- something quirky
but appealing to a broad audience -- and editors
to commission.
Know the publication:
Before pitching, familiarize
yourself with the
publication. Pay
attention to what
types of stories they
publish and in what
sections.
Demonstrating this
knowledge at the
beginning of a pitch
increases the chances
that it'll be read.
Don't just be a traveler, be a journalist:
Those without journalism education or
experience should learn and understand how to
uncover facts, develop trustworthy sources and
dig out obscure information.
Don't stress about degrees: It's important
to have good writing and reporting skills, but
editors won't pay much attention to your
academic background. Once you have
demonstrated your skills -- be it through a
personal blog or published work -- your degree
won't matter.
Stand out: Do what you can to be
remembered -- reach out to the editor
beforehand to express interest and ask about
guidelines, and remind them of this

Background Image Credit: Dhiren Rao (2 PPES O)

correspondence when you send in your pitch.
Also, include a signature at the bottom of your
email stating your name, location and specialty.
Don't over-do a destination: There's a
difference between writing an intriguing piece on
a city with high tourism rates and "over-egging" a
place. If your interest lies in a popular location,
seek out its underground appeal.
Tweet away: Twitter has become a valued
resource for travel journalists. It helps establish
contacts and raises your profile and allows you
to see what other travel writers are
covering.
Don't be afraid to
be critical: People
want to read
whimsical
descriptions of faroff places, but they
also want honesty.
Include the negative
so that the readers
who are planning
trips can prepare.
Contact travel guide publishers: Guide
books are a good place to start for those who
lack experience. Publishers like kFodor's, Lonely
Planet and Rough Guides always need writers
with up-to-date travel information.
Also, you can follow these successful travel
journalists from India• Shivaya Nath,
• Neelima Vallangi,
• Lakshmi Sharath
• Ankita Sinha
Advika Reddy (2 PPES O)
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SKY
She ran her stubby fingers down the sideburns of her face, instantly feeling
the wetness from all the tears. She pushed the comforter off of her body
harshly and sat up straight, running her fingers down her hair and in one
swift motion, she gathered it in her hands, and tied it into a bun. She sighed
out loud as traitor tears continued to stream down her face on to her
neck. She just sat there staring out at the empty, starless sky. She couldn't
get over how incredibly beautiful the sky was, she just wanted to hug the
sky. "How does one hug the sky," she thought to herself as more tears
welled up in her eyes, clouding her vision. "How are you so beautiful, sky?
How are you so beautiful? Stop it,It's hurting me," she whisper yelled to the
sky. For an almost adult, this was an extremely childish gesture, but she
didn't care, she loved the sky way too much to care about anything else in
that moment. She couldn't bring herself to care about the leaky tap in the
bathroom that annoyed her to the point where she would sometimes
scream at the furniture, complaining about the leaky tap, and even though
she could hear it’s steady dripping, she didn't care. She truly didn't care
about anything, not even the fact that there were no tea bags left and she
would have the hardest time surviving the day that was to follow. She
couldn't bring herself to look away from the sky. It just drew her in, so
much so that she would often spend days just laying under the sky, not
gazing at the stars, no, but at the nothingness in between. It was painfully
overwhelming, but the sky invoked so many different emotions in her, she
couldn't even begin to explain. She didn't need to explain, she just loved the
sky, it was art to her. The sky was above everything. To her the sky was a
combination of all the fairy lights and socks and tea in the world, all in one.
She felt whole again. She felt. She felt so much, it choked her, it really did,
she was choking; But it was so beautiful and she loved it. She loved the sky
and she hoped that one day, she would stumble across somebody who'd
make her feel like she was hugging the sky.
Smruthi J (2 HEPP N)
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THE LIGHTS OF SACRIFICE

THE NIGHT CRIES

(Dedicated to my parents)
The black sky swirling like the ocean,
You held my hand,
Ever since I put my feet on the ground.

Tear drops falling in the form of stars.

You held it;

Slowly, the night has become empty.

You held it so tight,

The moon no longer hangs

And never let me take a step into the

In the empty, lifeless background.

darkness.
You showed me the light,
The light that was shone bright,
And helped me reach my goals
That were far away.
And now here I stand,

The stars are falling in streaks of silver,
Screams of the burnt fill the air,
The night has fallen on their crumpled
bodies,
Painted, with the slow movement of time,

Amidst thousands;

The night cries.

Raising my hand and as a light myself,

Time won’t stop to console the night,

Only because you sacrificed your light,

So he continues to drop stars

For mine.

And dull his complexion.
The night cries.

Tanisha Sanjay (2 PPES O)
Supriti Sujay (1 HESP M)
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SHACKLES BROKEN

AT DAWN, I FLY

Kamala, Sarojini Naidu, Lakshmi Bai,
Oh! It's all because of their courage and cry,
They brought a beautiful dawn from the dreary
nights,
As they lead India to reach such heights.

In darkness I breathe,
Inhale the silence of dreams.
A dying light at night,
At dawn I fly.

For all the dark and deadly wars
They fought, graves and sacrificed themselves,
The young, brace Indian ladies
Broke the shackles of slavery to free ourselves.
Amidst a conservative society,
They stepped out for little glory,
These women gave up their lives
For the country through brawl and gory.
To see a free India, a dream yet to come true,
They woke up to hardships and behind bars,
Standing strong as they grew
For an independent India under the sky and
stars.
They agitated through many boulders
Without expecting a single favor,
They fought for the motherland and value,
They fought for all me and you.
Strive for us, they bore,
The solemn grief with pride they wore.
Our brave women gave their all,
And contended for us and all,
This is what they struggled for,
This is what everyone dazed and desired.
Here's to those who chose to be warriors,
Letting India free from barriers,
I honor, from the bottom of my heart,
Them, who protected our nation and
who deserve our administration.
Shruthi Bharadwaj
(1 PPES O)
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(The story of another victim)

My sorrows run deep,
back to a time far from glee.
Pulled back by those free,
I was stuck in time so deep.
A touch of my skin,
And it was he who was free…
A moment of pride,
And I voiced the shunned.
Pleasure in his eyes,
And through the night, I moaned.
I’ll bring your tears to life,
And you, my freedom.
For tomorrow shall shine bright,
Unlike I, in shame.
When the sun shall rise,
And the tears shall dry.
I hope you remember me
For man destroyed my body,
But hope kept my soul alive.
So in days to come, posterity shall rise.
Give them my freedom for I lost at sight.
But my story,
My story won – in spite.
Aradhana Oburai
(2 PPES O)

WAR
Skies covered in smoke,
Left by the tracks of the missiles.
Gunshots wake the little ones up,
The elder ones didn't sleep.
Homes vandalized, destroyed.
And for each minute that passed,
Time decided to stop for a life.
And so they close their eyes,
Hoping to escape this battlefield for a second,
To escape the horrors of death,
Or maybe to escape death itself.
Our bones were not built for bullets.
Our eyes weren't built to watch our loved ones leave us,
Leave the earth and move to a better place.
Our ears weren't built to hear the bombs go off,
Or to hear shots being fired.
Our lives weren't given to us
For us to live in fear.

Tejaswini Srihari (2 PPES O)
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