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Preface
Frederick Douglass, the great orator, writer and social reformer said that, “Once you learn to read, you
will be forever free”. Douglass, having escaped slavery and being responsible for spearheading the
movement for its abolishment in New York, had very clear assertions about the power of the written
word. As social scientists, we spend many waking hours reading, writing and engaging with discourses
that reflect the world around us and the changing trends of people and societies.
In recognition of this, the Department of Social Sciences has brought out Perspectives, a collection of
book reviews that are reflective of each of our main subjects. The books chosen are mostly
interdisciplinary in nature and speak about various themes such as recognizing the need for mental health
awareness, whether totalitarianism exists in today’s world or the revitalization of the Japanese economy.
The reviewers get a chance to use their critical thinking skills along with a dash of creativity in their
writing.
There have been many people who helped us in compiling this edition. We express our gratitude to Fr.
Sebastian Mathai, our Principal for constantly encouraging us. We extend our sincere gratitude to the
different faculty members of the Department of Social Sciences who have guided the reviews and offered
support. We would like to thank the Department of English for their invaluable role in editing the
reviews. The student editorial team has tirelessly put in time and effort from the beginning and we are
thankful for all their endeavors. We would also like to thank Mr. Joy Vadakkan Antony for designing
Perspectives in an aesthetic manner. And lastly, the student reviewers who have taken time to contribute
to this venture.
As we release the ninth edition of Perspectives, we hope that our efforts are able to reach out and inspire
many more. We hope you, the reader, enjoy and appreciate the different perspectives shared here and also
add your own.

Reva Mary George
Department of Social Sciences

Foreword
In today’s frenzied world, sitting with a book in hand is one of the few pleasures we hope to hold on to.
Reading frees the mind and exercises it at the same time. It has been a timeless activity that makes us
understand the world around us as well as ourselves.
The Department of Social Sciences has created a wonderful opportunity for students who are passionate
about reading and writing. Perspectives gives them a forum to express their views about the world around
them in an analytical yet positive manner. Scope is left for questioning which may only be filled by life
experience, the best teacher.
The students have been given this chance to go beyond the curriculum. They draw on their existing
resources but also go the extra mile to add to what is already there. The most important thing is that these
students learn not to accept things at face value but to apply critical thinking to the ideas presented to
them.
I am pleased to announce the ninth edition of Perspectives. I congratulate all the faculty members and
student reviewers who have worked tirelessly to bring out his edition.
Wishing you an enjoyable reading.
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Mathai
Principal
Christ Junior College
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ECONOMICS

“The goal is to turn data into information and information into insight.”
-Carly Fiorina
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: HOW TO SPEAK MONEY- WHAT THE MONEY PEOPLE SAY AND
WHAT THEY REALLY MEAN, JOHN LANCHESTER
REVIEWER: ADVIKA REDDY, II PPES ‘O’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. DOLLY MARTIN
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
John Lanchester is a British journalist and novelist and also, a deputy editor of the London Review of
Books. His journalism is notable in The Observer, The New York Review of Books, The Guardian and
The New Yorker to name a few. He is popular for his literary fiction and business works. He has won the
Whitbread Book Award in 1996 and the E.M Forster Award in 2008. His books include – Whoops!, How

to Speak Money and Capital.
BOOK REVIEW
In Lanchester’s famous work – How to Speak Money, he caters to the need of the general population to
know and understand the true essence of economics. As the title suggests, he writes of money as a
language, which most of us assume is well known to ourselves, but, in actuality, we do not realize that
there is so much more depth and complexity to certain terms, phrases and sentences in the world of
finance than what is processed by us at the surface level. Lanchester says that he was one such person
who thought he could understand the language of money, but when asked to reflect on a certain statement
related to economics, would find himself unable to do so, owing to the scarcity of appropriate knowledge
and words. This is where a majority of the population belongs – the people who do not speak money.
Suppose, we come across a phrase, say, “Consumer Surplus”, a chunk of us would go with the
assumption that it means to have a surplus of consumers and eventually, end up thinking that we fairly
know the world of economics. But, in theory, "Consumer Surplus" refers to the difference between the
total amount that the consumers are willing to pay and the total amount that they actually pay for a good
or service. Another example which can be taken into consideration is the term – "Eurodollars". The
common understanding would be - something to do with just Europe and dollars, and we might even
gloriously feel proud of ourselves for thinking that we have gotten the gist of the money talk but well,
confusingly, “Eurodollars” refers to US dollars invested in banks outside the United States of America,
not just in Europe. Their existence showcases that the dollar is conclusively, a world currency.
Due to this kind of lack of essential knowledge, the few people who are actually well-versed in this
subject of money and economics tend to baffle the rest who do not possess that much of an insight into
this field, with the use of complex terminologies, crippling the scope of a free-flowing conversation
between the two sets of people. Rightly, Lanchester writes, "There is a huge gap between the people who
understand money (i.e, the money people) and the rest of us." The language of the money people can get
so tangled and mind-boggling, we might be left thinking, "Wait, what?"
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For instance, if the sentence – “Economists are concerned that although the RPI is still comfortably in
positive territory, stripping out the effects of non-core inflation reveals strong deflationary pressures”,
was presented to us, a lot of us would probably perceive the sentence as incoherent due to the sense of
blankness which would grip our minds. As Lanchester interestingly points out, “the whole process of
learning the language of money feels a little bit like learning Chinese, figuring out the meaning word by
word”, this is indeed very true when it comes to processing and determining the meaning of a statement
as such, which cannot be understood with plain haphazard knowledge of just a few terms. Each word
needs to be taken as a concept in itself, that is, one has to find out the meaning of RPI, understand the
phrase of non-core inflation, figure out why economists view inflation to be comfortable if it was positive
and why deflation scares them so much, in order to understand what the sentence as a whole is actually
talking about.
There is also a tendency to drift away from the subject itself. Many of us feel a kind of aversion towards
the matters of money and economics and would naturally prefer to stay away from the numbers, but the
question is – when you are living in an economy, playing an important role in the buying-selling process
and dealing with money on a daily basis, do you think you should hide away from the essential awareness
of economics and thereby bring upon your own downfall in the long run?
Through reading How to Speak Money, we realize that if we do not make efforts to learn the language of
money, the money people will definitely surpass us, taking advantage of our lack of knowledge, write
their own rules and all we will be left with is a feeling of helplessness that comes with the need to abide
by their regulations as we fail to possess the requisites to counter their policies. There is a comparison
drawn between the way the priesthood keeps a tight grasp of their rituals and practices and the way the
money people make no efforts to explain their complex language to the common man for the fear that if it
is made open and understandable, they would lose their power and edge in the society and economy.
This book kindles a kind of motivation in us to expand our minds in order to take in some required
knowledge so that there exists no chance of us being left behind, any day. The book itself provides
meanings to a lot of complicated theories and concepts in a way that is easily understandable, in the part
which is titled “Lexicon”. Also, Lanchester incorporates humor into his sentences making the read very
interesting, the kind that can be finished in just one sitting. His use of language is clear and
comprehensive when the subject matter may seem complex otherwise.
A minor drawback of this book is the absence of an index. It can get a little difficult if we wish to go back
to a concept that we read earlier as we will have to skim through all the pages until we find what we are
looking for. Despite this negligible downside, How to Speak Money is indeed a great read for all those
who have a scattered recognition of the necessary subject of money and economics. Precise and a funny
bone-tickler, this book will equip one with the knowledge required to speak the language of money in a
fluent and well-informed manner.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE POWER TO COMPETE – AN ECONOMIST AND AN
ENTREPRENEUR ON REVITALIZING JAPAN IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY, HIROSHI
MIKITANI
REVIEWER: AKSHAYA KRISHNAN, II HESP ‘M’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. DOLLY MARTIN

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Hiroshi Mikitani is a Japanese billionaire businessman and Founder, Chairman and CEO of the company
Rakunten Inc. His e-commerce company Rakunten started off with the name MDM and was launched in
the year 1997. It is now running successfully and has expanded beyond Japan to countries like France,
Canada and the United States of America. Hiroshi Mikitani has been extremely successful in his career
and has also been at the forefront of the Japanese industrial competitiveness council. He is currently
serving as the representative director of the Japanese association of new economy (JANE).

BOOK REVIEW

At the onset of reading this book, it bewildered me how conversations between two men have been
written into a book. But, as the book progressed, I was amazed and intrigued to read more. The idea of the
book is fairly simple; Hiroshi Mikitani (Businessman) and his father Ryoichi Mikitani (Economist) had
seventeen conversations over the course of seven months on how to revitalize the Japanese economy.
Before I sat down to read this book, I decided to apprehend the conditions of the Japanese economy for a
better understanding of the book. A capitalist, third largest in the world in terms of nominal parity and
fourth largest by purchasing power parity define the Japanese economy. Though Japan was a war-torn
country, the government laid emphasis on economic growth after the World War II, rather than spending
money on defence. This is known to the world as the Japanese Miracle. The term describes the
remarkable growth rate of the Japanese economy which is attributed to the combination of the United
States of America’s investment in Japan, and the regulations and restrictions on imports by the
government and promoting exports. But, of late this miraculous economy is going through a phase of
crisis and it is the firm belief among many that unless action is taken now, the economy is sure to plunge
into darkness. The major threats to the economy are deflation, volatile stock market, negative interest
rates and an aging population. Through this book, they bring forth seven golden powers that the Japanese
government should begin to practice which will help boost the economy.
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The power to innovate is the first golden step; the government must pave way for more innovations,
inventions in technology and gadgets, infrastructure and must, on the whole, construct an environment
which will help invention to occur. The government must not go beyond creating new industries and
regulating them, they must let the industry perish or flourish on its own with least interference from the
government. Autobahn which is a government controlled access highway in Germany’s concept must be
used in IT sector in Japan to help build a faster and cheaper communication infrastructure. KPIs (Key
performance indicators) need to be set to help change the structure of the Japanese economy.
The second golden step is the power to operate, in this chapter, they focus on how to improve the way
some sectors and factors function in the economy. There is a strong need to revise the system of lifetime
employment in Japan which will help foster a dynamic and mobile workforce which is the need of the
hour. The need for white-collar exemptions has also been emphasized. The foreign workers are to be
engaged in fields of nursing and daycare, so more women can take part in other economic activities and
these foreign workers can help babies develop a liking towards English.
The third golden step is the power in questioning Abeconomics. Before I began this chapter, another
study into Shinzo Abe’s economic policy was taken up. The policy is based on a folklore that says “three
sticks together are harder to break than one” and hence the Prime Minister calls it the “three-arrow
strategy”, which mainly focuses on anomalous monetary easing, government spending and business
deregulation. These policies and the working of them are questioned. The first step is to see if the
economy is truly recovering from deflation after the introduction of the policies and to recognize the
independence of Bank of Japan to help develop the fiscal policy. Investment should be made in
communications infrastructure and education as they help produce large multiplier effect (increase in the
final income, even if there is spending).
The fourth golden step is the power of the low-cost state. This section talks about how IT solutions have
to be incorporated in the government, which will help to reduce the number of public employees thereby,
help in reforming the current high-cost government structure. The annual cost of the government should
not exceed 20 percent of the GDP and a KPI should be set in this regard. The monopolies in producing
power should be eliminated and the cost of electricity must be lowered. They must increase and give
utmost importance to the role of council on economic and fiscal policy to help the government formulate
policies and ensure the expansion of its powers. The government must see to that that the belief of
subsidies being the answer to any crisis is done away with and the government must begin to provide tax
credits to those investing in research and development.
The fifth golden step is the power to succeed overseas which focuses mainly on how to help Japan as a
nation succeed and progress in the eyes of the other countries. A key performance indicator needs to be
set to increase the number of Japanese students studying abroad. The emphasis is laid on promoting
English as the second language of Japan and to establish English as the language of business as well.
There is also a strong need to eliminate the jurisdiction of broadcasting license which will help improve
the cultural standards of the country.
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The sixth golden step is the power to educate and education is believed to be the key step to improve the
economy rapidly. There is need to reform the patronizing and moral instruction based structure of
education to a more creative and diverse educational system, teaching English from lower grades and use
of internet to build an interactive environment in the teaching-learning process. Test of English as a
foreign language (TOEFL) should be made a part of the university entrance examination.
The final golden step is the power to build brand Japan and under this step, the need to strengthen the
made in Japan brand image at national and overseas is emphasized. The need to relax visa requirements to
help increase the number of foreign tourists and to remove restrictions on foreign players in sports is
signified. The significance of facilitating the creation of an environment as safe and easy for foreign
nationals to live in is stressed upon. The foreign firms with Japan as their head office should be made to
increase in number. The government must join Trans-Pacific Partnership and Free Trade Area’s to
promote free trade.
Japan, as a nation has surpassed crises much worse in magnitude and came out strong as one of the
leading economies of the world, this is because the quality of life is high and their literacy rates are high.
They are battling stagnation currently but with the right policy and actions, it is impossible for Japan to
leave a stone unturned in bringing the country’s economy back to its former glory. There is also a grave
necessity to look into the demographic dividend of the nation as they are moving towards a decreasing
working population and increasing dependency ratio. Overall, it is a fascinating read for one that wants to
know more about Japan and its economy. The book, in the end, is a conversation between father and son
to help their country find the power to compete.

TITLE AND AUTHOR: RICH DAD POOR DAD – WHAT THE RICH TEACH THEIR KIDS
ABOUT MONEY – THAT THE POOR AND MIDDLE CLASS DO NOT, ROBERT T.
KIYOSAKI
REVIEWER: ARUNDHATHI P N, II HESP ‘M’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. DOLLY MARTIN
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Robert Toru Kiyosaki (1947-Present) is a businessman as well as an author, based in Hawaii, U.S.A. An
author of more than 26 books, he is also the founder of the Rich Dad Company, which provides personal
finance and business education to people through books and videos. Rich Dad Poor Dad is world
renowned and has been translated into 51 languages, available in 109 countries and has combined sales of
over 27 million copies sold worldwide. Kiyosaki is also the creator of the Cashflow board and software
games to educate adults and children business and financial concepts.
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BOOK REVIEW

In his book, Kiyosaki gives an entirely different explanation regarding how one can earn money by
employing smart work, as opposed to hard work. Illustrating his childhood, he informs the readers that
when he was young, he had two father figures, a rich dad and a poor dad. He describes his poor dad as
one who is educationally overqualified, yet unable to master decision- making. His rich dad, on the other
hand, is an eighth-grade dropout, but extremely successful. Both have contrasting opinions as to how to
make money. Initially, this confuses the author, but he later decides to learn from his rich dad.
Two-thirds of this book deals with six lessons taught to the author by his rich dad. The first lesson is
about how one can make money work for them, instead of the norm, which is how to work for money.
Contrary to popular belief, the emphasis is not put on the word ‘work’, rather on the word ‘money’. The
rich definitely work, only they do not keep money in mind and involve themselves in a rat race. They
work to learn.
The second lesson is about financial literacy. To put in simple words, the word ‘asset’ is given a whole
new definition. Kiyosaki says that an asset is something that not only holds value, but also generates
income. Hence, he opines that a person’s house is not an asset but rather a liability, which incurs costs. He
advises the readers to accumulate assets (by his definition) so that expenses can be covered, and
simultaneously, more assets can be bought.
The third lesson revolves around minding one’s own business, in this case, the word ‘business’ is taken in
the literal sense. The author says that the rich become rich because they spend their time investing in
assets, rather than blowing away their paychecks. In a nutshell, he says that people should pay off their
debts, and invest to generate more income.
In the fourth chapter, the writer explains the subject of income tax and the ongoing war between tax
avoiders and taxpayers. He says that the rich play a smart game by legally avoid taxes, while the middle
class have to shell out money to fund government spending. He also says corporations are a tool, for they
allow one to set up separate assets for making money. To quote: “while an individual is taxed before
expenses, a corporation is taxed after expenses.” This means that the rich earn, spend, and then pay taxes,
while the poor earn, pay taxes and then spend, leaving them in a vicious cycle of debt. He then reverts to
the idea of financial literacy, condensing it into four parts: accounting, investing, understanding markets
and law.
The fifth lesson talks about how an individual has two options in life: work hard, pay tax, save, and get
taxed on savings. Or, utilise time to develop financial intelligence, and harness this power to create assets.
While most people buy packaged investments from real estate companies, the rich create their own
investments. To do this, certain skills need to be developed. That is, one needs to grab opportunities that
are often missed, raise money, and organise smart people. Kiyosaki encourages taking risks. He says that
if one wants to be a winner, one must be prepared to lose.
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In the sixth and the last lesson, Kiyosaki urges the youth to “seek work for what they will learn, rather
than what they will earn.” He advises people to learn a little from various fields, instead of specialising in
one, because specialisation will only help one be an employee instead of an employer. In particular, the
author recommends that one should develop the skills of communication, sales, and marketing, as these
skills combine well with other skills, and are often necessary to create wealth.
After these lessons, the author gives reasons as to why even financially literate people sometimes don’t
develop their asset columns. It is because of fear of losing money, cynicism due to unchecked doubt,
laziness, bad habits (in which one must consider his own health before his employer’s, tax collectors, etc.)
and arrogance, which is described as a summation of ego and ignorance. Following this, he offers tips on
getting started, such as careful peer selection, a real reason to be rich, correct spending habits, prioritising
necessities before luxuries, and the like.

This book is a light read, and quite easy to understand. The topics are clear-cut and the author does not
beat around the bush. Some points are articulated very well. I am in favour of his third lesson, which is
minding one’s own business. I have often observed people spending mindlessly. They do not save money.
Instead, as soon as their paycheck comes through the door, they are seen in the nearest shopping mall. I
feel that it is important to understand that to be able to spend; one must first pay off previous debts.
Having read this book twice, I can say this much with assurance: after the first read, anyone will feel
inspired to go forth and start a company. The second time around, one actually analyses the material. The
book is not a direct guide per se, but it does hold in it several valuable pieces of information that are
required for one to first, be financially stable, and secondly, be rich. The fundamental point of the book is
that one should try hard to save money and accumulate assets that can eventually replace the income one
makes from their employment, which I agree with. However, educational this book is, it has also been
written in a demeaning manner. In my opinion, there is no right, uniform way of making money. It is
completely subjective in nature. One should have an aptitude for it. The author belittles those who don’t
follow the same principles as him, which in my opinion is a poor attribute of his salesmanship. So, while
there is plenty to learn, there is also plenty to disregard. A refreshing read, nonetheless.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: PREDICTABLY IRRATIONAL - THE HIDDEN FORCES THAT
SHAPE OUR DECISIONS, DAN ARIELY
REVIEWER: HUZBAH JAGIRDAR, II PPES ‘O’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. DOLLY MARTIN
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Dan Ariely is an Israeli American writer. He is a Professor of Behavioral Economics at MIT and a
visiting Professor at Duke University. He is also a researcher at the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston. His
work has been featured in leading scholarly journals and a variety of popular media outlets, including
New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Boston Globe, Scientific American, and
Science. Other books written by him are The Upside of Irrationality: The Unexpected Benefits of Defying
Logic at Work and at Home and The Honest Truth About Dishonesty: How We Lie to Everyone –
Especially Ourselves. He currently resides in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

BOOK REVIEW

“We are all far less rational in our decision-making than standard economic theory assumes. Our
irrational behaviors are neither random nor senseless: they are systematic and predictable.”
- Dan Ariely, Predictably Irrational.
Dan Ariely is set out to disprove the common assumption in conventional economics that a consumer
behaves rationally when he/she makes economic decisions, in his book, Predictably Irrational. With the
help of thought-provoking, lucid and fun experiments, he discovers the irrational side of consumer
behaviour. According to Ariely, we generally think that most of the decisions we make are well reasoned
and smart but this is unfortunately not the case. We constantly overpay, procrastinate, underrate,
overvalue, and fall for marketing tactics that we think we are too smart to be deceived by. But, our
irrational behavior is so consistent that it is predictable.
The book deals with behavioral economics, a new field that applies insights of psychology to explain
economic decision-making. It contains thirteen chapters, each one emphasizing on one particular
irrational way in which we make decisions. Ariely addresses questions like - do we overvalue the things
that we own, why we often pay too much when we fall for ‘FREE!’ goods and services, how does being
in a state of arousal affect our decision-making, why do most people prefer Coca Cola over Pepsi, why we
become more honest when money is involved, why you should overprice only one item to increase your
overall profits, why restaurants should start asking their customers to secretly write down their orders to
increase consumer satisfaction, how expectations hinder the prospects of us purchasing or liking certain
commodities, how knowledge of behavioral economics could possibly land you a date, and so on.
Reading the contents alone evokes enough curiosity to tempt a person to read the entire book in search of
answers.
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The book confronts the flaw in conventional economics that it does not acknowledge that humans behave
erratically. Economics is a human science that largely deals with choice-making, so it must elaborately
and extensively consider human behavior and not generalize it. Behavioral economics resolves this issue
by studying consumer behavior in particular.
The experiments conducted by Ariely are the most interesting part of the book. He collaborates with other
professors from various universities to carry out these intriguing and complex experiments. They, for the
most part, use their students as the subjects. The results of a majority of these experiments are astonishing
and unanticipated. For instance, to prove that the appeal of the container in which condiments (to be
mixed with coffee) is displayed, increase the consumer’s ratings of the coffee, Ariely had set up a coffee
booth outside MIT for a week. From time to time, the containers were changed. Sometimes, they used
fancy-looking glass containers and at other times Styrofoam cups were used. Occasionally, the Styrofoam
cups were jagged. Despite the fact that none of the students mixed the condiments in their coffee (that
tasted the same), the ratings were bad when the jagged cups were used and were extremely high when the
glass containers were used! This experiment demonstrates how marketers successfully fool us into
thinking that the value of a commodity is higher than it actually is. This was also the marketing strategy
used by Howard Shultz during the early years of Starbucks. Other experiments include asking students to
recall the Ten Commandments to test if it reduces the chances of cheating and, leaving dollar bills and
cans of soda in communal refrigerators, to show that individuals are honest about cash but not soft drinks.
Although, most of the experiments are well designed, some are haphazardly put together.
The inferences of these experiments are often used by Ariely to generalize all consumer behavior, which
in some cases seems impractical as the subjects are not diverse and are small in number or there might
also be other factors that influence that behavior. For example, in an experiment in the chapter, “Beer and
Free Lunches”, he concludes that people are less likely to order the same things as the persons they are
dining with, in order to appear ‘unique’. Here, many other factors like the relationship the persons share,
etc. may come to play, but Ariely does not acknowledge them. There are similar flaws with his
experiment on cheating that was conducted at Harvard Business School, in the chapter, “The Context of

our Character, Part I”.
Moreover, a few of the conclusions drawn are based entirely on anecdotal evidence. In the chapter, he
says that Iran is an example of a nation stricken by distrust, which is probably true but to support his
statement, he gives an account of what an Iranian student of his at MIT had told him.
Throughout the book, Ariely does not only point out our irrational behavior but also offers methods to
curb them. All the chapters end with solutions to prevent these irrational forces from interfering with our
reasoning abilities while making consumer choices. Most of the solutions are practical and helpful but a
considerable amount of them involve external interventions (by the government, banks and even family),
which makes us question if, we are even capable of making rational economic decisions on our own in
Ariely’s opinion, thus, giving rise to debates on free will, communism and totalitarianism.
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The format and writing style of the book is very similar to other popular books like Freakonomics by
Stephen Dubner and Steven Levitt, Blink:The Power of Thinking Without Thinking by Malcolm
Gladwell and Sway: The Irresistible Pull of Irrational Behavior by Ori Brafman and Rom Brafman. Fans
of these books will definitely enjoy Predictably Irrational. If you have read a good amount of books on
behavioral economics, then you will find the content of this book very similar to the rest. Most of the
concepts discussed (like most other books on behavioral economics) are inspired by Daniel Kahneman’s,
Thinking Fast and Slow. A major plus point of Predictably Irrational is Ariely’s witty humor and quirky
experiments that manage to keep it interesting. All in all, it is a great book to begin reading about
behavioral economics, with. It is enjoyable, informative and offers some good advice that is beneficial
and applicable to our everyday life when it comes to economic decision-making.
“Even the most analytical thinkers are predictably irrational; the really smart ones acknowledge and

address their irrationalities.”
- Dan Ariely, Predictably Irrational.

TITLE AND AUTHORS: WHY NATIONS FAIL - THE ORIGINS OF POWER, PROSPERITY
AND POVERTY, DARON ACEMOGLU, JAMES A. ROBINSON
REVIEWER: JOEL JACOB, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. XAVIER LOUIS D’SOUZA

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Kamer Daron Acenoglu is a Turkish-born American economist. He is a professor of Economics at the
esteemed Massachusetts Institute of Technology and is among the top ten most cited economists in the
world. His principal interests are political economies, economic growth, development economics and
income inequality among other subjects.
James A. Robinson is a British economist and political scientist. He is a professor at the Harris School of
Public Policy Studies of the University of Chicago. His primary research interest lies in comparative
political and economic development with a focus on the long run.

BOOK REVIEW
In the book, Why Nations Fail, the authors seek to answer a simple question that has been baffling experts
for several centuries; why are some countries wealthy and some poor? What are the reasons for poverty in
12
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certain countries? Through the use of case studies and comparative analysis of various countries, the
authors have tried to give us a definitive answer to these questions. The book begins with a reference to
the Arab Spring, a series of both violent and non-violent demonstrations, riots, coups, protests and civil
wars in North Africa and the Middle East that began in December, 2010 in Tunisia. The authors believe
that the roots of discontent that manifested in the form of this wave of acts lie in their poverty. The
economic disparity faced by the Egyptians, where a startling 20% of their population is in dire poverty,
has caused these series of events. Corruption, oppression, poor educational facilities and absence of
political rights were some of the causes of these economic problems. The authors believe that the roots of
this very problem are political in nature wherein an ineffective and corrupt state and a society that cannot
use their ingenuity and talent are to blame. The authors believe that ‘Monopolisation’ of political power
by a narrow elite group that works only in self interest is to be held responsible for this sorry state of
affairs. This ‘monopolisation’ is a recurring theme in the book and is explored in great detail with
references to other countries as well. This holding of political power by a narrow group of elites is
comparable to a monopoly. Due to lack of competition and domination in the market, monopolies often
offer poor levels of service that go unquestioned. There is also a lack of consumer sovereignty wherein
consumers are often exploited and lack the means to combat this exploitation. Similarly, in the scenario of
political power being monopolised by remaining in the hands of certain families and regimes, people are
often exploited and are not taken into consideration. A prime example of this, as cited in the book, was of
Joseph Mobutu, former President and military dictator of the Democratic Republic of Congo during 19651967. Mobutu’s regime was a highly extractive economic institution which established a one-party state
in which all power was concentrated in his hands alone. The citizens were impoverished but Mobutu and
the elite around him amassed a huge amount of personal wealth. Thus, the authors refer to this
monopolisation of political power and a lack of political rights as one of the main reasons for poverty.
The authors introduce the concepts of two kinds of economic institutions – ‘Extractive’ institutions, in
which a small group of individuals hold power and exploit the population and ‘Inclusive’ institutions, in
which several people are a part of governance. These concepts point to the facts that there are several
factors that have to be taken into consideration when it comes to determining reasons for a nation’s
wealth. The political scenario, cultural differences, history, market structure, geography are some of the
factors that are taken into consideration when studying this subject. Another interesting aspect that the
authors bring to light is the ‘Ignorance Hypothesis’ wherein the authors state that the reason for economic
inequality in the world today is simply this – it is because neither we ,the people, nor our rulers or
representatives know how to make poor countries rich. In the popular definition by English economist,
Lionel Robbins, he states that, “economics is a science which studies human behaviour as a relationship
between ends and scarce means which have alternative uses.” So, it is theorized that people and rulers
often do not know or are ignorant about how to use their scarce resources best to maximise wealth. The
mistaken views of certain African leaders and the wise and informed decisions of their western
counterparts could be the reason for this economic inequality prevalent today. This remains a popular
theory among economists today.
According to Acemoglu and Robinson, the most common reason nations fail today is because they have
exploitative extractive institutions. Zimbabwe illustrated this idea fairly well. By 2008, its per capita
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income was half of what it was when it gained its independence. In 2009, the unemployment rate was a
staggering 94%. When these extractive institutions do not create the incentives to innovate and invest, as
in the case of countries like North Korea, the economic situation worsens. In several cases, politicians
stifle economic activity and innovation as it threatens the power base of the elite groups as seen in
Colombia, Egypt and Argentina. The solution to this problem suggested by the authors is that the existing
extractive institutions must be transformed into inclusive ones.
This book makes a detailed comparative analysis of several countries to understand the nature of a
nation's acquisition of wealth. The comparisons of territories that are geographically close by helps one
eliminate the environmental and cultural factors that affect their different patterns of development. This
helps one give more importance to the economic and political institutions that affect a country's economic
development. The authors try to put forth theories and concepts to provide answers about the rampant
economic inequality prevalent in the world today. In conclusion, this book, a splendid blend of History,
Sociology, Political science and Economics, broadens one’s understanding of economic development.

TITLE AND AUTHOR: DEATH CURE (MAZE RUNNER SERIES), JAMES DASHNER
REVIEWER: KHUSHI V TIBREWALA, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. XAVIER LOUIS D’SOUZA

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

James Dashner was born on November 26, 1972 in Austell, Georgia. He is the author of the New York
Times bestselling Maze Runner series that includes The Maze Runner, The Scorch Trials, The Death
Cure, The Kill Order, and The Fever Code.

BOOK REVIEW
The story starts with the protagonist Thomas being held in the solitary confinement but is later released
by the assistant director Janson who tells him about a deadly disease called the flare (People infected with
the flare are known as cranks.) Janson informs Thomas about how most of the world has been infected
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with the flare but most of his friends are immune to the disease. Later, he reveals that Newt, Thomas’s
friend is not immune to flare and also that the people who are immune to the flare are hated outside in the
world because of their unnatural resistance to the disease.
Janson gives them all a chance to get back their memories by removing the chip which had been installed
in their brain. But, Thomas, Newt and Minho refuse and are later forced by Janson as he believes that
without their memories the experiment will not be complete. After this, the trio decide to escape from
there and take Brenda and Jorge with them who help them in escaping WICKED in a berg which is an
airship. Brenda tells them about how the chip is also used to control them and that it needs to be removed
as soon as possible for which they will have to meet a neurologist Hans who lives in Denver. So they fly
to Denver and leave Newt in it as he is the only one who is not immune to flare. In Denver, they find an
old friend named Gally (now a part of The Right Arm) who tells them how WICKED has been capturing
all immunes to start another “cycle of trials”. He also tells them about a drug called Bliss which slows
down the effect of Flare on the brain but is not available to everyone. After this, Thomas and his friends
find Hans and get their chips removed. Thomas is captured by bounty hunters and is saved by Janson in
holographic form who tells Thomas that he must return back to WICKED and complete the test so that he
can save his friend Newt from flare.
When they reach berg, they find a note that said that Newt had been taken as he has been infected by the
flare to a place called Cranks Palace where all cranks are kept in captive. There they meet Newt and try to
save him but realize that Newt has been completely taken over by flare and nothing can be done. They
return to Denver and find their other immune friends captured. Minho and Thomas knock out the guards
and discover that the leader is Vince. Vince tells them how Right Arm wants to take down WICKED and
use its money and resources to save the infected and disinfected possible as it seems more logical.
Thomas agrees to help Vince in taking down WICKED. Thomas arrives at the WICKED’s headquarters
and finds that Janson wants to examine his brain for which he needs to be killed. He plants a device that
disables all their weapons and is later forced to begin the brain surgery as the Right Arm enters the
headquarters. Thomas finds a note from Chancellor Paige, leader of WICKED; it reveals they already
have enough resources to build the blueprint for the cure from the Trials and his brain is not needed, but
that some WICKED staff did not believe in the violence that WICKED was causing for a cure. It also
reveals the location of the Immunes the Right Arm "sold" to WICKED to gain access, and a "safe place"
where Thomas should take them all. Thomas and his friends re-enter the Maze to find WICKED's
captured Immunes. They quickly learn the Right Arm does not intend to occupy WICKED headquarters;
they intend to destroy it. Finally, they return to the world and decide to start a new world with immunes.

A dystopia is a society characterized by a focus on that which is contrary to the author's ethos, such as
mass poverty, public mistrust and suspicion, a police state or oppression. Most authors of dystopian
fiction explore at least one reason why things are that way, often as an analogy for similar issues in the
real world. Dystopian literature is used to "provide fresh perspectives on problematic social and political
practices that might otherwise be taken for granted.
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The Death Cure is a dystopian science fiction. It is the third book in the maze runner series. The book
speaks about a world which has been infected with a deadly disease called FLARE which has no cure.
Flare is caused by a virus that infects the brain and slowly starts eating it making the person behave in an
irrational manner like following cannibalism. There is no cure and very few people are immune to it. The
story is weaved around the disease, its effects and an organization which conducts trials to find a cure to
it. It criticizes people’s stupidity.
I feel that the author has tried to draw a comparison to our world and its future. We already have very
limited resources and unlimited wants. The rate at which we are using these resources, they will exhaust
soon. The effect can be seen already; that is global warming. The presence of global warming itself has
been causing many skin diseases due to UV rays.
The disease FLARE in the book which is man-made and is only developed to wipe out weak and
infected. Through the presence of immunes or superior people, profit is created and a blueprint for a new
and advanced world is created.
It speaks about the problem of scarcity and choice which the author deals with and shows how these
problems are not easy to overcome. The greed of some people for power, money and resources (such as
WICKED and Right Arm) also creates problems which can otherwise be avoided.
It is an unsettling vision of a dystopian world, which some people may argue that it is already near and in
a few years, will also exist.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE JUDGEMENT – INSIDE STORY OF THE EMERGENCY IN
INDIA, KULDIP NAYAR
REVIEWER: NANDINI SALIAN, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. XAVIER LOUIS D’SOUZA

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Kuldip Nayar was born on 14th August, 1923. He is a veteran Indian journalist, syndicated columnist,
human right activist and author, noted for his long career as a left-wing political commentator. He was
also nominated as a Member of Rajya Sabha.

BOOK REVIEW

The Judgement by Kuldip Nayar is a book describing the Emergency that was put into place in India on
June 25th, 1975. This period was one of turmoil and anguish, especially for the press and the common
people of India, as many of their rights were snatched away. The Emergency was declared by the then
Prime Minister of India, the late Mrs. Indira Gandhi. When Emergency is declared, Fundamental Rights
are suspended. This means that the state can take any action and people have no recourse. During the
Emergency, many people from the opposition were arrested and put behind bars without a trial. The press
had absolutely no freedom to report. There was extreme censorship. Extreme measures like forced mass
sterilization were implemented. The state policies were completely executed. The Judgement describes
this whole scenario, all from the viewpoint of various important people in Mrs. Gandhi's cabinet. The
events leading up to the Emergency clearly show how much political anguish the country was in, at that
point of time.
But even though the Emergency of was a great blow to India in political terms, it was a period of
significant economic growth. From agricultural output, industrial production, and inflation to the
number of workdays lost to strikes and labour unrest, all major economic indicators were beneficial
for the Indian economy. The agricultural production during this period boomed, and the inflation
dropped to negative digits. For the first time, our exports were higher than our imports.
Indira Gandhi also distributed land amongst landless labourers of India. Despite many earlier efforts by
the government and spiritual leaders like Vinoba Bhave, who carried out a gramdan movement, the basic
structure of rural society remained the same.
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During the Emergency, the government acted more powerfully than in the past. Legislation was passed,
setting a ceiling on rural land ownership and there was distribution of land for about 20 million homeless
people.
In addition, for the first time, the interstate river water disputes were being broken up to bring in an extra
five million acres of land under irrigation.

Sanjay Gandhi’s 5-point plan included one of the most controversial and most questioned acts of the
Emergency period – forced sterilization, which, in the short run, was a hindrance to the economy, since
the workers could not contribute to the economy for a certain period of time.
These facts and figures seem to indicate that an extremely controlled and rigid political atmosphere
in the country lead to a better and more prosperous economy, which leads one to think whether the
Emergency was actually required, not just by the people in power for the purpose of power struggles
and political gain, but also by the common people of India for economic growth. This also leads one
to question how one should measure development – economically, while people are denied basic,
fundamental rights, or in a more people centric manner, leaving the economy aside?
The book's credibility seemed to suffer because it was written mostly based on hearsay and rumors, but
the picture painted by the author was still quite accurate. The book was extremely well received by the
general public and readers like you and I. The critics, however, seemed to think it wasn't well researched,
and the credibility of the author's sources seemed to bother them a lot. However, they too, admit that the
author certainly had the ability to keep a reader hooked, what with the dramatic effects and the illusion of
urgency throughout the book. Thus, the book received mixed reviews.
I found the book to be quite a fascinating read - it was informative and interesting, and it seemed like a
concise and factual history of what is one of the most debated political events in India - The Emergency.
The author had the power to keep the readers hooked from the first page to the last. I did not think that I
would enjoy this book all that much, as I read and like fiction a lot more than non-fiction, but this book
reinforced my faith in the genre. I would definitely recommend this to anyone interested in history,
economics or political science as a must read.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: INSIDE AN ELUSIVE MIND: PRABHAKARAN - THE FIRST
PROFILE OF THE WORLD’S MOST RUTHLESS GUERRILLA LEADER, M R NARAYAN
SWAMY
REVIEWER: RITHWICK GANESH, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. XAVIER LOUIS D’SOUZA

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
M. R. Narayan Swamy is a graduate of Delhi University. He took to journalism in 1978 and started his
career with the United News of India (UNI), a leading Indian news agency. He has then worked with the
Agence France-Presse (AFP) for over thirteen years. He joined the Indo-Asian News Service (IANS)
news agency in 2001, of which he is now the Executive Editor. He is the author of two revolutionary
books on the Sri Lankan conflict: ‘Tigers of Lanka’ (1994) and ‘Inside an Elusive Mind’ (2003). Both
books are considered a must-read for anyone trying to understand Tamil militancy in Sri Lanka.
BOOK REVIEW
M. R. Narayan Swamy’s book is one that is as thrilling and fast-paced as any crime fiction novel. Only it
isn’t fiction. It is the story of one of the world’s most ruthless separatist leaders, and nobody could have
told it better. One very important thing to consider while reading this book is the fact that till 2003, little
but no information existed about the life of the infamous Velupillai Prabhakaran. The book seamlessly
binds together not only various aspects of his life and beliefs as a leader but also seeks to understand
Prabhakaran, the human being.
The book starts off with an account of the death of Seelan, one of Prabhakaran’s trusted friends, at the
hands of the Sri Lankan soldiers. This leads Prabhakaran to retaliate violently with the help of another
friend by the name of Chellakili. This attack killed 13 Sri Lankan soldiers and the Sri Lankan army
retaliated soon after, by killing Chellakili. Prabhakaran had seen two of his comrades be killed in the span
of a couple of weeks and this was too much for him to bear. The author claims that this was the first and
the last time anyone saw Prabhakaran cry.
The book explains the sheer ruthlessness of the fearless leader in rooting out any doubting member not
dedicated to the cause of Tamil Eelam. Prabhakaran got rid of any member of the LTTE who questioned
his decisions or orders and did not completely devote himself to the cause. Mahatayya, once a deputy
leader of the LTTE, was killed and Uma, once Chairman of the LTTE, was thrown out of the LTTE. The
book clearly shows that every member of the LTTE was a dedicated individual who believed in the cause
and that no member was simply a blind follower. Each member was ready to sacrifice his life for the
greater cause as evident in the various incidents described in the book.
Another important aspect of this narrative is the fact that the author manages to shed light on the personal
life of Velupillai Prabhakaran. The background of the man is a key to his actions and most accounts of his
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early years portray him as a quiet and shy individual. As a child, he loved reading but dropped out of
school having no interest in studies. There are accounts of him tying himself in a gunny bag and sleeping
under the hot sun throughout the day and also inserting pins and needles into his nails. He sometimes
inserted needles into insects to kill them. He seemed like a man preparing for a life of physical hardship
and endurance. The author also brings out various other incidents that may point towards a planned path
that Prabhakaran had chosen to take long before he became the leader of the LTTE. He is said to have
destroyed his photos as a teenager, which eventually worked in his favour when the Sri Lankan army was
left hunting for a man whose appearance was unknown. The author also brings out certain personality
traits such as his love for cooking and shooting as well as his obsession with cleanliness and hygiene.
The greatest achievement of the author is bringing out Prabhakaran’s emotional side. He is described as a
sentimental man who only resorted to violence because he had no other choice. Every martyr was
celebrated and respected by the LTTE on Heroes’ Day, the death anniversary of Shankar, one of his
closest childhood friends and a comrade. He even named his first son Charles after Charles Lucas
Anthony alias Seelan. He is said to have fallen in love with a woman, which led to the LTTE’S ban on
marriage being lifted.
The author has been a follower of the Tamil Eelam movement since the early 1980s and has collected
information from various friends and sources both in India and Sri Lanka. In 1998, he is said to have met
Prabhakaran’s father, this is probably how he managed to expose the little-known side of the LTTE chief.
He travelled to Britain, Canada, Sri Lanka and Tamil Nadu to gather information to write the story of
Prabhakaran.
Velupillai Prabhakaran will always be an enigma to many but if anyone has ever come close to
understanding this complex individual, it is M. R. Narayan Swamy. Although the book seems less of a
historical account and more of a thriller novel, it manages to thread together important details about the
rise of the LTTE chief. At the end of the day, when Prabhakaran was killed in 2009, he died the way he
wanted to; fighting for the glorious cause, alongside his closest comrades. He was a man who at the
height of his power controlled over 15000 km2 of territory in north and east Sri Lanka and was the head of
the Eelam Government.
Reading the book today gives us a deeper insight into the aspirations of Prabhakaran. Although most will
condemn his actions, the book enables the reader to see through the eyes of Velupillai Prabhakaran and
understand why he did what he did. The book is a must-read for anyone who is interested in modern
Indian history and the Sri Lankan Tamil insurgency. Not many can write a story that has been told a
hundred times over and still makes it interesting but M.R. Narayan Swamy does it with relative ease.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE TRUTH, SIR TERRY PRATCHETT
REVIEWER: SREYA KANUGULA, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. XAVIER LOUIS D’SOUZA

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sir Terry Pratchett sold his first story when he was thirteen, which earned him enough money to buy a
second-hand typewriter. Despite his amazing talent for writing, Pratchett didn’t originally want to become
an author. His first choice in career was astronomy, and then he moved to journalism. He started as an
author writing short stories under the pseudonym ‘Uncle Jim’. Pratchett worked for many years as a
journalist and press officer, writing in his spare time and publishing a number of novels, including, over
40 books in the Discworld series, of which four are written for children. Until 2005, Terry Pratchett was
the top-selling author in the UK. J.K. Rowling unseated him with the Harry Potter series, but he remains
in second place. His books are translated into 36 different languages and have sold over 60 million copies.
Regarded as one of the most significant contemporary English-language satirists, Pratchett has won
numerous literary awards, was named an Officer of the British Empire “for services to literature” in 1998,
and has received honorary doctorates from several deemed universities.
BOOK REVIEW
This addition to Terry Pratchett’s Discworld universe was first published in the year, 2000, and it features
the city of Ankh-Morpork and the founding of the Discworld's first newspaper by William de Worde.
The book revolves around how De Worde began to spread news using the first Printing Press and how he
accidentally invented investigative journalism with the help of his reporter, Sacharissa Cripslock. The two
investigate the charges of embezzlement and attempted murder against Havelock Vetinari and help
vindicate him.

The Truth distinguishes its’ literary journey upon socio-political elements dancing in the background of a
fantasy world that imbibes the characters of dwarves, trolls, vampires and werewolves instead of ordinary
humans.
The book has quite a few notable characters such as the main protagonist William de Worde, the black
sheep of the old and noble family of De Worde. He was disinherited because of his feelings, antipodal to
that of his bigoted father. He scrapes out his living by working as a common scribe and making an
earning by producing a small newsletter that he sends to noble people that are interested in learning about
the current events in Ankh-Morpork. He, despite his noble descent, is unafraid of being divergent to the
views posed upon him by his influential family which makes him quite a layered character crafted out by
Pratchett.
The other character with a fantastic narrative that comes into play, is the tyrannical genius Havelock
Vetinari, the Patrician, as in the head of the city of Ankh-Morpork. Pratchett challenges us to conform to
the character of a dictator and we do because he makes the city work and flourish under his reign.
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When Vetinari is accused of having attempted to murder his clerk and to have stolen seventy thousand
dollars, the Watch (the City’s keepers) is at a loss, and it is only with William’s help that the truth is
finally discovered. How de Worde vindicates Vetinari by gathering evidence of his innocence and making
sure that true free press reigns upon the city, is what drives the majority of the rest of the plot.

The Truth has quite a few themes that it emphasises upon; largely, racism (or speciesism), sensational and
falsified news, death, religion, etc. The economic point of view comes into play as the dwarves led by
Gunilla Goodmountain, who have designed a printing press capable of printing words and reusing the
same letters to print new words, advice William to print his newsletter in greater quantities and sell it in
the streets of Ankh.
The business of the Times makes for the starting of an economically profitable newspaper organisation
that comes into play as De Worde takes the advice of the dwarves and begins to publicise it with the help
of a group of well-known beggars, led by a talking dog that no-one actually believe exists, that are
employed to sell what has become the Discworld’s first ever newspaper, the Ankh-Morpork Times.
The newspaper begins with simple news but expands to include human-interest stories, gossip, and other
horizons. As the newspaper develops, the writer also meets Otto Chrieka, a vampire photographer who
disintegrates into ash as soon as he takes a picture, who begins to work for the Times.
But then, when a bigger and more sensationalist newspaper comes into the picture, we see how the
gullibility of people sells a lot more than the truth and here is when one of Pratchett’s highly memorable
quotes arises; “a lie can run around the world before the truth has got its boots on “which shows why the
lying newspaper is more successful than the Times.
The way the sensationalist news sells a lot more than the Times which is after the truth shows how easily
economic scales can be tipped by the opinions and the public knowledge of the people. This is a prime
example of how people’s views make economics and business organisations what they are.
In the end, William and Sacharissa make plans to expand even further, hiring new staff, establishing
offices in other cities and hopefully one day squeezing in time for a lunch date in between deadlines. This
shows a progress in the growth of their ambition to spread the truth, even if the world doesn’t want to
accept it. That is what and will always make Pratchett’s words effective. The fact that, one way or
another, we all must, at the end of the day, face the Truth.
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POLITICAL SCIENCE

“The method of political science is the interpretation of life; its instrument is inside, a nice understanding
of subtle unformulated conditions.”
-Woodrow Wilson
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TITLE AND AUTHORS: WHY I ASSASSINATED GANDHI?, NATHURAM GODSE, GOPAL
GODSE
REVIEWER: B. SAI TANUSHYA, II PPES ‘O’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: DR. KANISHKA K

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Nathuram Vinayak Godse was a Hindu Brahmin born on the 19th of May, 1910 in the Baramati District of
Poona. The book is also partly written by Gopal Godse , Nathuram's younger brother. According to
Gopal, "Nathuram was peaceful and generous by disposition. On the political platform however, he gave
full vent to his feelings which at times seemed to reach the extreme limits of endurance and yet, were
restrained with effort". Gopal Godse was born on the 12th of June, 1920, and was the third of the four
brothers .

BOOK REVIEW

"There was no legal machinery by which [Gandhi] could be brought to book...I felt that [he] should not be
allowed to meet a natural death," said Nathuram Vinayak Godse, assassinator of the person who, he
believed, had done grave injustice to his Motherland. But this 'person' wasn't just another common man,
he was wholeheartedly termed as the "Father of the Nation" by the masses. Yes, the 'person' was
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. Now, why would a learned man like Nathuram Godse kill someone of
such repute ? This very question has been answered in the book "Why I assassinated Gandhi?" by
Nathuram Godse and Gopal Godse.
This book consists of 150 reasons given by Nathuram Godse during his trial in the court for killing
Mahatma Gandhi. There was a ban on the publication of the statement given by Nathuram to the Special
Court, which was lifted by the Bombay High Court in the year 1968. The question that arises here is What was the government trying to conceal or hide through this ban, when it was in play?
As you are reading this book, you cannot disagree with Nathuram's point of view and wonder how
Gandhi was able to have such a huge wave of supporters, some of whom you may call blind followers,
and whether Gandhi was really the man he was projected to be. All throughout my school life, I have only
been exposed to the bright side of Mahatma Gandhi, how he stood for Hindu-Muslim unity and was a
staunch supporter of Ahimsa. It was only through this book did I realise how Gandhi had silently watched
millions of Hindus being killed and was tight lipped about the atrocities meted out to them by the
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Muslims just because Gandhi wanted Hindu-Muslim unity at any cost. Nathuram then tells us that Gandhi
was lucky when leaders like Tilak and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died, thereby paving way for Gandhi
to become 'dictatorial' as no other freedom fighter was as popular as Gandhi to lead charge against his
policies of non-violence, Satyagraha, etc. Every one of Nathuram's reasons is gut-wrenching as I go on to
think that the man whom we hail as ‘The Father of the Nation', was a much different individual from
what I assumed him to be. Nathuram, thereafter terms Gandhi as 'Father of Pakistan', which shows us as
to how agitated he was with Gandhi's politics. From this book, I understood that Godse's main reason to
go against Gandhi was because he was only trying to please the Muslims for their support even when the
Hindus felt insulted by his actions. Nathuram's reasons go on to circulate around the point that he was
angry with the way Hindus were being ill-treated . One may argue that Nathuram was biased when it
comes to religion but it was never that he hated the Muslims or wanted them out of his Motherland. All he
disliked was Gandhi's efforts to appease the Muslims. We can infer from this book that, when Gandhi's
wishes were not met by other leaders and the government, he used to hold them at ransom by going on
hunger-strikes. This is probably the first time when I have sympathised with an assassin. Such is the
power and impact that Nathuram's words have on his listeners and readers.
This book also has inputs from Gopal Godse, the younger brother of Nathuram, who was also one of the
eight accused of the crime. Towards the end of the book, are the words of Justice G.D Khosla's memoirs
(source being - 'G.D Khosla- The Murder of Mahatma and other cases from a Judge's notebook'). In
response to Nathuram's speech in court, Justice Khosla says, "The audience was visibly and audibly
moved. There was a deep silence when he ceased speaking. Many women were in tears and men were
coughing and coughing and searching for their handkerchiefs...I however have no doubt that had the
audience of that day been constituted into a jury and entrusted with the task of deciding Godse's appeal,
they would have brought in a verdict of 'not guilty'. "
When I finished reading this book, I felt that there is a huge void left to be filled .This book would give
rise to endless questions. Shouldn't Nathuram's statements be made compulsory for everyone to know?
Don't we, as citizens of this country have the right to know the truth about what really happened during
our freedom struggle? And the list goes on. But all in all, this book is an eye opener and a must read for
all you 'proud' Indians out there. It exposes Gandhi's 'egoism' and the huge blunders he made. This book
has been edited by Virender Mehra and one of the best I have read in recent times.
What we are taught regarding our freedom struggle doesn't give us the true picture, we are only taught
what THEY want us to know.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE ORIGINS OF TOTALITARIANISM, HANNAH ARENDT
REVIEWER: GAUTHAM NARAYAN, II HESP ‘M’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: DR. KANISHKA K

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Johanna "Hannah" Arendt was a German-born American political theorist. With her keen interest in
depicting the dark nature of the philosophy of totalitarianism, Hannah Arendt through her works
influenced the thoughts and global perspectives of the readers by enlightening them on the corrupt nature
of society. Her writings related to Nazism are always subject to heavy controversy, but no criticism
deterred her. She passed away at the age of 69 on December 1975.

BOOK REVIEW

The Origins of Totalitarianism is an influential literary masterpiece that explores and dives deep into
discussing anti-Semitism, imperialism, and totalitarianism. This book is mainly a study on the two pure
totalitarian anarchies of the past - the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany. Even though these two
superpower nations were on the opposite sides of the war, Arendt explains how the USSR and Nazi
Germany are rather two sides on the same coin. While the book can be considered as Arendt’s attempt at
understanding the tragedies of the society she lived in, with her mind boggling theories and an extensively
descriptive writing on the controversial topics of religious discrimination and anarchy; The Origins of
Totalitarianism is a literary piece of great value to understand our society on a more political and
philosophical aspect. The book is divided into three parts- Anti-Semitism, Imperialism and
Totalitarianism. Each of these three concepts have been explained with equal importance and research but
to read and clearly understand the concepts may be a hard and exhaustive task due to its length, as
exemplified by the 704 pages. Arendt does well in exposing the evil similarities between the right and left
ideologies by stating that totalitarianism is supported by both these ideologies. She conveys that
totalitarianism is brought about through zero-moral based propagandas, the use of terror and the nature of
isolation. While the three parts of the book are self-explanatory and independent concepts, they merge
together and emerge as a single concept due to their correlation towards the end. The reason why the only
examples used in this monumental work were the USSR and Nazi Germany is because the author believes
that they are the only two pure totalitarian governments to ever exist, taking into consideration the
modern and post modern times. The author’s take on trying to bring three vast concepts of anti-Semitism,
imperialism and totalitarianism is extraordinary. The vastness does suggest that Arendt could have
divided this into either two or three books. Nonetheless, the uniqueness of this work and the author’s
dedication is to be appreciated.
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This book garnered my attention due to its relevance in our present physical world, even though it has
been more than six decades since Hannah Arendt penned this work. With an ever so unpredictable
political climate and an inexperienced politician and businessman being elected as the president of the
most powerful democracy, this book might be of higher relevance now than the time period in which it
was written. Donald Trump, the president of USA, is alleged to have anti-semitic sentiments and is
clearly making an attempt at oppressing the free media. Putin, the leader of Russia and Kim Jong-Un, the
supreme leader of North Korea continues to execute catastrophic plans and activities. This is where the
book deserves a read as The Origins of Totalitarianism comes in to explain to its readers about the total
control over society and misuse of power among world leaders that will give us an understanding on what
our world society is moving towards- destruction of social development and extinction of individual
freedom.
Nazism and the era of Stalin is the basis for the birth of this book, but it also serves as a prodigious work
which hints that fragments of totalitarian thinking might exist even now. I believe that this book naturally
is a must read but if you are someone who aspires to bring a positive change in our dysfunctional society
politics, then this should be the first book you read before you take an action. While peace is the motive
of the nations of the world, totalitarianism is always their underlying desire.

TITLE AND AUTHOR: LONG WALK TO FREEDOM, NELSON MANDELA
REVIEWER: MEHAK GILL, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. NOEL BORGES

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela was a South African anti-apartheid revolutionary, a politician and a
philanthropist, who served as a President of South Africa from 1994 to 1999. He was the country’s first
black head of state and the first elected in a fully representative democratic election. He served as
President of the African National Congress (ANC) party till 1997 which has been the ruling party postapartheid Africa on the national level.
Mandela served 27 years in prison, initially on Robben Island, and later in Pollsmoor Prison and Victor
Verster Prison. Mandela was a controversial figure for much of his life. He is held in deep respect within
South Africa, where he is often referred to as the "Father of the Nation”.

BOOK REVIEW
This autobiography of one of the most important politicians is just as thrilling as a fictional novel, only it
isn’t fictional. Here, for the first time, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela tells the extraordinary story of his life.
This book talks about Mandela’s life from his struggle against the Apartheid and his years in jail, to
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becoming the president of the country and receiving over 250 honours. I admit I knew very little about the
man, or even his legend, so I went right to the book. Mandela is honest about his motives and his life in
this book. I believe that it is from the moment he joined the ANC that his true story, his life as the great
Nelson Mandela began. He writes with detail and some pride in his work, but is also open about his
mistakes, his youthful misadventures, and his family life.
Apartheid was system of institutionalised racial segregation and discrimination between blacks and whites
in South Africa and this book talks about Mandela’s fight against it. The book starts with Mandela's
youth, upbringing, and education. He tells us stories about his transition to a university life which is not
without trouble. South Africa had long been ruled by unjust racial laws, but the situation changed for the
worse when an all-white vote brought the conservative National Party into power. From that time onward,
the National Party codified and expanded South Africa’s racist laws, creating the system of apartheid,
which according to me, is separateness. Apartheid laws were not only designed to keep the members of
South Africa’s many racial groups separate; they were also specifically crafted to keep the country’s
white ‘minority’ in a position of power and privilege. Apartheid laws prevented black South Africans
from leaving tiny reservations called homelands unless they carried a pass document that proved they
held employment in a white area. They were completely suppressed and denied all kinds of education and
basic needs. By far, the lowest educational standards were introduced for black South Africans.
The most interesting part of the book is when he describes in detail, his time in prison, where he spent 27
years. It is horrifying and it is during these chapters that the reader, like I did, develops strong empathy
for the man. It’s pretty evident that Mandela is a thoughtful and educated man and has analysed
everything in detail before he set it down on paper. Hence, he was able to tell us exactly what stand he
took on an issue, why he took that stand and he also goes through the entire procedure of arriving at a
decision.
While reading this book, one needs to remember that this is Mandela's story, and hence, his viewpoints
and his thoughts about life and politics are what have been explained in detail, even if we may deny it.
For example, there are instances where he makes excuses for a terrorist attack by claiming it was the
inevitable result of oppression.
I'm quite impressed with Mandela's story-telling ability. He narrates his life in a way that is easy to read
and understand. It was informative and I enjoyed learning things from his perspective. I quite enjoyed the
first part of the book where he talks about his childhood and his family. I’m not into political books, but
this one was an interesting novel. He is truly a very inspirational man and does deserve praise for building
the country.
Nelson Mandela's book is truly beautiful, honest, emotional and makes you see that you should never stop
fighting against what is wrong. He is a true testament of courage, bravery and a man who sacrificed his
freedom for the freedom of his country.
This beautiful book, which is a must-read, is also adapted into a very well-directed movie. According to
me, this book is much more than a dark time in the history of humanity. I recommend this book to anyone
who is looking to expand their knowledge and be encouraged to never give up in life by one of the most
inspirational person.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: VILLAGE SWARAJ, MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI
REVIEWER: MOUNIKA JAGGALA, II HESP ‘M’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: DR. KANISHKA K

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was a unique writer. He wrote with passion and burning indignation.
Amongst many of his prolific works, his earliest publication, Hind Swaraj, published in 1909 became the
‘intellectual blueprint’ for India’s freedom struggle. He has also edited several newspapers like the
Harijan , Indian opinion, Young India and Navajivan. His papers published no advertisements. Gandhi’s
autobiography The Story of my Experiments with Truth is regarded as a prolific work in simple words.
His other books include Satyagraha in South Africa, Hind Swaraj and a paraphrase in Gujarati of John
Ruskin’s Unto This Last. He usually wrote in Gujarati that got translated into Hindi and English. He was
a voluminous letter writer. About 1,00,000 of his letters form a vital part of his writing. In 1960, the
Indian government published Gandhi’s complete works under the title - The collected works of Mahatma
Gandhi that comprises about 50,000 pages in a 100 volumes. He as a writer was against ‘art for art’s sake’
and hence, his writings cherish truth and moral values.

BOOK REVIEW
Shri Aurobindo once said, “the intellectual and material circumstances have made our earth so small that
it’s vastest kingdoms seem no more than the provinces of a single country now.” Having mentioned that,
have you ever wondered if there was any alternative to the current industrialisation and capitalism which
even after so many years did not prove efficient enough to eradicate poverty or rather bring happiness,
despite hard work? If you did, Village Swaraj by MK Gandhi is worth reading, for, it provides the answer.
Published in 1962 by Navajivan Mudranalaya, Village Swaraj is a collection of passages by MK Gandhi
compiled by HM Vyas. However, the compilation is so good that one doesn’t immediately find it to be a
collection of passages. The book is all about MK Gandhi explaining his idea of village swaraj, in 29
chapters and layered subchapters. To be exact, village swaraj is a man centered, non exploiting,
decentralized, simple village economy providing full employment to each one of its citizens on the basis
of voluntary co-operation and working for achieving self sufficiency in its basic requirements of food,
clothing and other necessities of life.
The larger the units are, the lesser is the scope for individual initiative and freedom. Thus, decentralized
political and economic units such as a village economy are conducive to happiness, independence and
freedom. Universal interdependence is suggested, rather than independence for conversion (to violence)
and that coercion is not the only means for the unity of mankind.
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Let us not get misled that village swaraj is about bringing back old panchayat system of Indian villages. It
is indeed a constructive approach to get their glory back through a means very close to stateless
democracy. Also, it is not the withering away of the state (like the communist ideology), but the scattering
of the state. It is a unit where citizens are self controlled and not authority controlled, which is man
centered and not wealth centered, where political power is not from ‘top to bottom' but from ‘bottom to
above’ and when applied the same, people have higher standard of life and not merely higher standard of
living.
The dream that our father of the nation had was poor man’s swaraj -their self rule. To him, morale,
political, economical and Dharma are the four sides of the square of swaraj. In this easy read, you can see
Gandhi as a staunch opponent to industrialism following Prof. Gal Graith who said, “full employment is
more desirable than increased production combined with unemployment”. He said that one man’s
(western nations ) food can be another man’s (India’s) poison. He also objected the craze for machinery
(not machines as whole) and made a beautiful comparison between body and machinery.
He has explained the pathetic working conditions of the newly industrializing nation, saying that money
is not an end in itself. Gandhi did say that villagers possess prejudices, superstitions and the like which
can be mitigated only if we become a part of the village and teach them proper diet, sanitation and healthy
habits. A village guard is appointed for the same, selected through rotation and the village panchayat is a
five member body with a term of one year. He made a clear description of his ideal village that possesses
12 basic principles: supremacy of man, body labour , equality, trusteeship, decentralization, swadeshi, self
sufficiency, cooperation, satyagraha, equality of religions, panchayat raj and Nai Talim, each of which is
explained in a separate chapter.
Nai Talim is education through handicrafts, speaking how a child must be taught beginning not through
the alphabet. This way, MK Gandhi spoke about various interesting ideas that make our villages better
and he believes an India, awakened and free, has a message of peace and goodwill to a groaning world.
His eternal interest in the spinning wheel and ahimsa makes one realize how easy lives are unnecessarily
getting complicated as ‘plain living and high thinking is getting replaced by high living and mere
thinking.’
The book is a good read, provided that you are not hesitant to read long, descriptive, yet, an interesting
ideology. And I do recommend this book to those who constantly search for new and better ideas for a
better world and to those flag bearers of change who believe in changing the world by starting with the
self.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: NARENDRA MODI – THE MAN, THE TIMES, NILANJAN
MUKHOPADHYAY
REVIEWER: RITHWICK GANESH, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. NOEL BORGES

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay is a journalist and an author who presently resides in Delhi. He is a keen
follower of right-wing Hindu nationalist politics and regularly writes articles about the major political
developments in the country. Narendra Modi – The Man, The Times is his most popular book.

BOOK REVIEW
There is absolutely no doubt that Prime Minister Narendra Modi is going to play a pivotal role in Indian
politics for the next decade and Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay predicted this when he wrote this book in 2013,
shortly after Shri Narendra Modi was sworn in as the Chief Minister of Gujarat for a record fourth term in
December, 2012. The author makes a decent effort to take a largely neutral stance as he delves into the
life and rise of Narendra Modi, which in itself is commendable.
The book begins with a brief introduction to how the author decided to write a biography of Narendra
Modi and how he managed to arrange a meeting with the man himself. This description throws light on
two very important things: Modi’s openness to the author’s idea and the efficiency of his administration
which allowed for a meeting to be arranged seamlessly. All communications were highly professional and
most importantly, punctual.
The content is slightly repetitive as the author uses the 2002 riots as a monotonous theme while he traces
the rise of Narendra Modi. Even traits like leadership, discipline and professionalism are linked to the
Godhra riots which compromises the otherwise neutral stance of the author. The author, being a follower
of Gujarat politics and a man who has watched Modi grow as a politician before his eyes, lets his past
experiences creep into the biography of the now Prime Minister of India. One thing that must be
appreciated is the fact that the author has only stated previously known figures about the Godhra riots and
has refrained from scandalous statements and false accusations just to spice up the read.
The author describes the journey of a six-year-old Narendra Modi, who helped his father sell tea on the
platform of the Vadnagar railway station in Gujarat, to Narendra Modi, the prime ministerial candidate of
the Bharatiya Janata Party in the 2014 General Elections. The book talks about his affinity to the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) as well as his early days in the organization. Narendra Modi used
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to clean the office at Hedgewar Bhavan and was then given the responsibility of making tea. The book
also talks about his wanderings off into the Himalayas at eighteen years old while leaving behind an
unconsummated child marriage and his family.
The book is an accurate account of Narendra Modi’s exemplary organizational skills and tactfulness
which were identified by his RSS seniors while he worked undercover during the 1975-77 Emergency. He
rose rapidly within the organization and was soon the first Pracharak to become a Chief Minister. The
author is quite clearly not a fan of Narendra Modi, but has done a great job in bringing out the various
traits of the then Chief Minister of Gujarat by shedding light on relevant examples of his ruthless
efficiency, ‘no-nonsense’ attitude, determination and political awareness.
One thing that definitely stands out in the author’s narrative is his extremely critical approach to analysing
Narendra Modi. While writing a biography of someone who is arguably India’s most divisive leader is no
mean task, it is clear that the author has not made sufficient efforts to highlight the positive qualities of
Narendra Modi. Words like ‘manipulative’ and ‘authoritative’ have been strewn about with gay abandon
whereas actual recognition of the individual’s achievements is limited to a mere ‘in his defence’ or an ‘in
all fairness’ narrative. Another major feature of this book is the author’s refusal to accept Narendra Modi
as a secular leader. He theorizes that Modi operates best under pressure and is a self-proclaimed
champion of the Hindutva cause, who views a secular establishment as a threat.
The author makes an incredible effort to seem neutral but at the same time paints a worrying picture of an
authoritarian and communal figure, two highly contradicting approaches. For someone looking to
understand the rise of Narendra Modi through the ranks of the various political organizations he’s been a
part of, this book does a fair job but if one is looking for a highly neutral biography, this book is sure to
disappoint.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: FAHRENHEIT 451, RAY BRADBURY
REVIEWER: SHANKARAN RAMESH, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. NOEL BORGES

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Ray Bradbury was an American novelist, screenwriter, poet and playwright. Fahrenheit 451 is widely
regarded as his glorious masterpiece. It only took him nine days to finish writing the book and he did so
in the basement of the UCLA library on a rented typewriter. He is considered to be one of the greatest
science-fiction writers to date and is also famous for notable contributions to fantasy, horror fiction as
well as mystery fiction. His other popular works include The Illustrated Man, Dandelion Wine, The
Martian Chronicles, and Something Wicked This Way Comes. In the entirety of Bradbury’s career, which
spanned over seventy years, he wrote over 30 books, 600 short stories, and umpteen poems and plays. He
died in 2012, aged 91.

BOOK REVIEW

Fahrenheit 451 is liberally given due consideration as one of the best dystopian novels. Set in a futuristic
American society, the story’s protagonist, Guy Montag, is a fireman. Firemen start fires rather than
subdue them, to burn the last few remaining books in houses or locations suspected of hiding them. In this
society, reading is outlawed and considered dangerous. So was spending time alone, having meaningful
conversations and possessing individualistic thoughts. People spent time watching exorbitant amounts of
television, driving too fast and constantly listening to radios that were strategically installed in their ears.
In the eerie setting, government control over information, knowledge and thought itself is captured in the
form of the lonely protagonist. “Intellectual” is considered the “the swear word that it deserves to be.”
The searing, brutal charge of censorship is set in a modern, post-apocalyptic setting and subtly concealed
under the guise of necessity.
Montag encounters an inquisitive seventeen-year-old girl, Clarisse, who with her love for nature and
pervasive, frank questions opens his eyes to the desolation of his own life. After facing a series of
disturbing events, his dissatisfaction with life surges and he is drawn to find solutions through books. He
finds himself hiding books he is meant to burn and begins to protect what he worked actively to once
destroy. Following a frenzied night overwhelmed by reading, Montag attempts to speak to his wife who
holds no interest in talking and sees no reason to risk tranquility simply to read books. He turns to a man
named Faber who he met in a park once to help him understand the meaning of what he read. Faber, a
former university professor explains to Montag that the power of books lied in the detailed awareness of
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the life they held, that Montag needed not just books but the liberty and leisure to read them and the
freedom to act upon the ideas that they presented to him.
The book highlights that despite circumstances, the human thirst for knowledge is insurmountable and the
spark we possess for curiosity, for creativity and courage reigns supreme. It also touches upon the absence
of freedom for expression, thought and privacy and provides an insight into what it would mean to live in
such a world. “The television," remarks Faber, a retired English professor, "tells you what to think and
blasts it in. It must be right. It seems so right. It rushes you on so quickly to its own conclusions your
mind hasn't time to protest, 'What nonsense!'” Indeed. Fahrenheit 451 was written in 1953, yet is endowed
with the incredible hindsight of a world not too far away. The power of the novel lies in its probable and
prophetic nature. Especially in today’s world where political instability is common and ignored and
various technological advances are at large.
Montag confronts his superior, Beatty, who proceeds to confuse him by reciting contradictory quotations
from very famous books. Beatty utilizes these contradictions to state that literature is frightful,
formidable, complex and hence, dangerous. An alarm cuts them off and they gather for duty only to
realize their aim is Montag’s house. His wife hurriedly leaves in a cab and Montag registers her betrayal.
Beatty then forces him to torch his own house and then, places him under arrest. Following a series of
chides and reprimands, Montag snaps and torches Beatty to ashes, injures the others and escapes.
He goes to Faber’s house and learns that several helicopters and a television crew are after him. He takes
some of Faber’s old clothes and runs towards the river. The whole city tunes in to watch the chase on
television. Montag successfully escapes and encounters an association of renegade intellectuals. The
government orchestrates Montag’s death to maintain the semblance of peace and eliminate chances of
rebellion. Montag joins the group of rebels who memorize entire sections of literature in an effort to
uphold and preserve forgotten culture. From the distance, enemy jets appear and obliterate the city.
Montag and his new companions proceed towards gathering survivors and rebuilding civilization.
The book portrays the essence of the human spirit despite all odds. It captures the temptation of new
methods of conveying information; more seductive and less traditional. Yet, through its compelling
narrative, Fahrenheit 451 says that a small seed of hope has the power to lead to a phoenix-like revival of
the ashes of civilization. The book’s comfort lies in its application to present day scenario. We have a
choice and the choice is a simple one: whether to utilize our freedom to ignite our minds or to extinguish
it.
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TITLE AND AUTHORS: BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY, V. RAGHUNATHAN,
VEENA PRASAD
REVIEWER: VAISHNAVI GUTHI, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. NOEL BORGES

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
V. Raghunathan is currently the Director at the Schulich School of Business in India. Veena Prasad is a
professional writer. Her stories, book reviews and crosswords are often featured in The Hindu, Deccan
Herald and Young World to name a few.

BOOK REVIEW
Duty is sacred. Realizing what needs to be done, is sacred still. ‘Beyond the Call of Duty’, is a pathbreaking work which redefines the 200-year British presence in India. This book calls attention to 12 fine
gentlemen who have worked for India with earnestness and avidity, nothing less and nothing else.
There is a predisposition for us Indians to believe that the British rule served us no good and they worked
purely motivated by self interest. While that may be true, it would be unjust not to acknowledge the
altruistic acts of some of those British officials who have had a great impact, visible in today’s
independent India. To state as an example (taken from the book), Archibald Campbell, is the man who
brilliantly smuggled tea from China and grew it in Darjeeling. The tea estates thrived on the now known
‘Darjeeling tea’ aka the ‘champagne of teas’, making India the largest exporter of tea, second only to
China.
These gentlemen have shown unfailing faith and commitment in their work, devoting their entire lives for
an adopted country and proved that they were mostly givers than takers. These gentlemen voyaged from
England, leaving behind their dear and near ones and chose the life which meant service to India. James
Prinsep, historian and artist, is a man of such insane work ethic that he spent all of his adult life decoding
and understanding Indian history. Having his mind set on demystifying malaria, Ronald Ross dedicated
his whole life to unravel this mystery. And when he did, it was nothing short of tremendous hard work
and ingeniousness. They have demonstrated rare work behavior that is reflected in their achievements.
This sends a strong message relevant to today’s youth and workforce.
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One of the other things that is greatly admirable is that these gentlemen made the people’s problems
theirs. They strove to bring structure, form and proper execution in administration. W.H.Sleeman, brought
order in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, during his term by preventing smuggling and laid the foundation for
an efficient police force; one of the many things we are thankful for. His firm benevolence and
commitment for the work he did earned him the love and trust of the people of Jabalpur. He was a winner
of hearts and tacitly urges all of us to be the same.
Holding this paperback, flipping page after page till you reach the end, you realize that it is important to
understand both sides of the story and then form an opinion. This is true knowledge. Hence, it’s
absolutely necessary for us to know the good side of the British which was and is overshadowed by their
flaws in judgment and de trop administration. As V. Raghunathan himself says, “This book has not been
written in praise of the East India Company or the British Raj but of a few ordinary young men whose
inspirational stories may be as relevant today as they were then.”

TITLE AND AUTHOR: HERE COMES EVERYBODY – THE POWER OF ORGANIZING
WITHOUT ORGANIZATION, CLAY SHIRKY
REVIEWER: VARINI G, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. NOEL BORGES

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Clay Shirky (born 1964) is an American writer, consultant and teacher on the social and economic effects
of Internet technologies and journalism.
He has a joint appointment at New York University (NYU) as a Distinguished Writer in Residence at the
Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute and Assistant Arts Professor in the New Media focused graduate
Interactive Telecommunications Program (ITP). His courses address, among other things, the interrelated
effects of the topology of social networks and technological networks, how our networks shape culture
and vice versa.

BOOK REVIEW
In the book, Here Comes Everybody, the author seeks to emphasize on what technology can do to us and
how to influences every part of the society in one or the other way. Mr. Shirky has tried review all the
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possible cause-effects of technology and tried to answer simple questions like why it is influencing the
world; both negative and positive aspects of it but prime focus laid on how social media has lowered
barriers on group formations through social media.
In the initial chapters, he gives an example of a downtown girl who loses her phone and how her friend
helps her get it back with the help of a website and internet. He talks about the power of online
organizations and group actions when given the right tools. He also talks about righting a wrong thing and
how deceiving media can be at times. The fact that technology is improving day by day and new web
tools are added everyday making everything easier and more convenient is with its own bane, of course.
As the number of web tools is increased, everyone and their lives are more visible on the social media. He
talks about how an individual’s life is more scrutinized in public and how we are more visible online than
our real lives. So the author clearly focuses on how it has become easier to form groups and organizations
with the help of the online media and how everyone is more interested in online organizations more than
the ‘old fashioned’ public organizations and how it actually helps politically and economically. And then,
Mr. Shirky talks about how the mass media will not be considered as important because people will
receive their news through social media. The author interprets how people wouldn’t need any news
anchors reading out news and explaining to them as the news will break into public consciousness
through social media. And he also mentions how online publishing won’t be an alternative source
anymore but the main source.
The author quoted Scott Brander where he said, “The internet means you don’t have to convince anyone
else that something is a good idea before trying it”, which means you have all your free space to tell
whatever you want to. By clicking one button, you’ll be able to share your opinions and thoughts with so
many around the world. This is where the Mr. Shirky talks about filtering and publishing. Here, he talks
about how a person should be aware about what to ignore and what to reply to. He talks about how our
social tools are not an improvement to modern society; they are a challenge to it. A culture with printing
presses is a different kind of culture from one that doesn’t have them. He says publishing online is more
economical in nature with respect to technology. New technology makes new things possible: put another
way, when new technology appears, previously impossible things start occurring. If enough of these
impossible things are important and happen in a bundle, quickly, the change becomes a revolution and he
also says that the hallmark of revolution is that the goals of the revolutionaries cannot be contained by the
institutional structure of the existing society. The author observes that the improvement human beings
have experienced in terms of technology is immense. He says that there have never been so many people
free to say and do so many things with so many other people. The freedom driving mass 'amateurization'
removes the technological obstacles to participation. He talks about the difference we see today, that it’s
huge and the degree of sharing is large.
Mr. Shirky firmly believes that social media isn’t just a place where young people flaunt themselves and
put their pictures and he argues that it has an impact on people in both political and psychological ways.
Huge organizations use these forums as a platform to publicize themselves to people in order to get
support from people and he also talks about how people actually get influenced by this. He talks about
how people are able to connect from all over the world, which was impossible few years back. He also
mentions about the misuse of these tools but he counters it by saying that they’ll help the organizations to
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build on it and create a better one. Each chapter of the book covers a different way in which online
communities have grown and changed our understanding of how things today are different because of the
networks at our fingertips. Mr. Shirky discusses the delicate balance of sharing among communities; how
it brings people together and how too much or too little can doom a network.
Finally, ‘Here comes everybody’ is a counter attack to everyone who believes that social media is just a
photo and lifestyle sharing online forum because Shirky talks about its political and economic aspects as
well. I agree with him when he says people of all generations are learning about social media and know
its effects.
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HISTORY

“History cannot give us a program for the future but it can give us a fuller understanding of ourselves and
of our common humanity, so that we can better face the future.”
-Robert Penn Warren

\
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: SAPIENS: A BRIEF HISTORY OF HUMANKIND,
YUVAL NOAH HARARI
REVIEWER: AKSHAYA KRISHNAN, II HESP ‘M’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. DEENA DAYALAN

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Harari has specialised in the fields of medieval and military history and penned over eight books. He also
has a doctorate degree from Oxford University. His next book is expected to come out in the year 2018.
He is an animal lover and strongly believes in the power of meditation.

BOOK REVIEW

The book begins at the crux of life and takes us on a journey from then to now. 100,000 years ago, six
human species inhabited the earth and now there is just one left – us! Homo Sapiens. The genus homo is
said to have evolved in Africa around 2.5 million years ago.
The Neanderthals are said to have evolved around 500,000 years ago. They had crude communication and
engaged in hunting activities. They were foragers and ate whatever the forest provided them with. They
were always on the move, hence the old and the sick were left behind to die. They refrained from
increasing their population as taking care of children meant the time dedicated to searching food would
reduce. Our species, Homo Sapiens, are said to have evolved in East Africa 200,000 years ago. We came
not just to survive but to conquer. In the next 100,000 years, our species took no time to change the face
of the earth.
About 70,000 years ago, while every species was comfortable in their houses with food at their disposal,
the Sapiens took a step towards creating history – for the first time a species had moved out of their
locality. The Homo Sapiens began the cognitive revolution. We moved out of East Africa and traversed
the world and while the other species watched it happen.
Wherever Homo Sapiens left their footmark, they watched how destruction followed. It was not just a
single occurrence, but was a mega event.
Around 45,000 years ago, Sapiens settled in Australia and began to scavenge for food, and the extinction
of the Australian mega-fauna followed. We did indeed destroy the habitat of Australia. We did not stop at
conquering and destruction but also put an end to the rebelling species.
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The Neanderthals were put to an end about 30,000 years ago and the next continents we laid our eyes on
were the Americas. Sapiens settled in America 16,000 years ago. We let history repeat itself and
destroyed the Americas in the same way we destroyed Australia. We began to occupy the entire world
and traces of other species were becoming sparse. The last human species apart from us, Homo
Floresiensis went extinct 13,000 years ago and left the entire world for our use and misuse. But, this was
not the biggest turning point in the face of history.
The biggest change that came 12,000 years ago was ‘history’s biggest fraud’; the agricultural revolution.
The foragers who moved from place to place had now settled down and began to grow their food. They
now nurtured the sick and the old and reproduced more, as they could spare attention towards children. It
was a fraud as farmers constantly believed that in the future their efforts will bring rewards. That day is
yet to come, but the belief is still viable.
The trend towards permanent settlement had begun and it saw many problems at first as cultivation did
not ascertain their bread the next day. Once the farmers’ produce multiplied; it helped more people cram
together to form the first villages, then towns and finally cities which came under the new forming
kingdoms.
Writing began in the kingdom of Sumer and their writing included signs for 1, 10, and 60. The first words
that our ancestors have left behind for us are a disappointment, ‘29,086 measures barley 37 months
Kushim.’ It could mean how much money Kushim owed the kingdom.
We then see how mankind was unified. The first was the invention of coinage. Around 700 BCE, the
Lydians became the first western culture to make coins. The second unifying agent was the need for a
world state. This helped the economic unity of the world combine itself with political unity. The last and
the most important binding agent that helped tape together the previous two was religion. It brought about
emotional unity in humanity. Every religion, from Christianity originating in a staunch Jewish population
to Islam which stemmed from a polytheist state and finally to Buddhism which spread across the nation of
diversity; the objective was to spread peace.
The Cognitive Revolution ensured that we would remain earth’s sole occupants and the Agricultural
Revolution settled us down. Money brought us monetary and material happiness. The World State
concept brought political unity and peace. Religion brought us closer to our soul and helped us attain
emotional happiness and mental well-being.
The next revolution is one that changed the way we see, eat and travel – the Scientific Revolution. It
began in England as they had vast resources to support it.
After 200 years, hence, came a deadlier Industrial Revolution which saw family and community being
replaced by state and market. It ensured mass destruction of the biotic components. The two deadly wars
were seen during this time. It showed how human beings had evolved to destroy their very own.
Einstein’s theory has ensured that nuclear weapons threaten the survival of humankind.
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Now, we are no longer bound to earth. We have transcended the boundaries of Earth and are looking for
new habitats. We are also creating a better human being who might replace us in the coming years owing
to the pace at which technology is developing.
The book was an eye-opener. It helped me think if Homo Sapiens were only concerned about their needs
or would ever do anything to put an end to any rebellion. They began destruction during the Cognitive
Revolution and continue to do so. We have evolved, but have only found better ways of mass destruction.
We carried out destruction 70,000 years ago in order to explore, 12,000 years ago to get bread, also in the
name of capital, power and religion, and finally, from the Scientific Revolution to now, we destroy in the
name of progress. There is a similarity in the Sapiens that existed 70,000 years ago and those that exist
now. Both caused harm to humanity but at least 70,000 years ago, they didn’t harm themselves. Now, we
harm our own and are destroying the only planet known to sustain life. Sapiens are now money-minded
than humane.
We continue to kill, destruct and destroy. I believe we are looking at a superhuman future, sooner than
later. Sapiens have reached the tipping point, they must either stop and start over or move towards the
uncertainty of being alive or dead. Life needs to change, or I see the fate of Sapiens moving towards the
same fate as all the species they themselves put an end to. Some insist, it was in all these controversial
events in history, that set humankind on the road to prosperity and progress, and others insist it lead to
perdition. Are we now moving towards perdition? Will intelligent design become the basis of life and if
our end is coming, will we be replaced by self-created superhumans?

TITLE AND AUTHOR: ANIMAL FARM, GEORGE ORWELL
REVIEWER: ARUNDHATHI P N, II HESP ‘M’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. DEENA DAYALAN
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Eric Blair (1903-1950) was a British essayist and political novelist. He advocated socialism as a young
man and briefly fought for the socialist cause during the Spanish Civil War. Unlike most socialists at the
time, he did not believe that the Soviet Union showcased the correct principles of socialism. His most
famous works are Animal Farm and 1984. His pen-name is George Orwell.
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BOOK REVIEW

Prior to the Revolution of 1917, the working class had been inspired by Karl Marx, a German economic
and political philosopher. He believed that the proletariats would eventually rise to the same level as the
bourgeoisie (capitalists). He urged, “Workers of the world, unite!” His works Das Kapital and The
Communist Manifesto made a huge impact on the working class.

Animal Farm explores the concept of equity for all. It has been written in the form of an allegory. An
allegory is a symbolic representation which can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, usually a
moral or political one. This particular allegory gives us a clear idea as to how Stalin came to power in
Russia and provides us with the details of his regime as well. The characters in Animal Farm do have
their real-life counterparts. While some animals clearly symbolise certain people throughout history,
others represent the working class as a whole.
The author has drawn parallels between leaders during the revolution and animals in the novella. Major
characters include the pigs - Snowball and Napoleon, who are direct references to Trotsky and Stalin.
Orwell suggests that it is impossible to eliminate the government even by electing the most principled
leaders. Snowball’s single-minded enthusiasm for projects like the building of a windmill and his
acceptance of the other pigs being higher in power would have led to megalomaniac despotism, had he
not been expelled from Animal Farm (likewise, Trotsky from Russia). The author continually reminds us
that power itself corrupts one. Boxer, the hardworking horse, is a symbol that epitomizes all of the best
qualities of the working classes, such as loyalty and dedication. Even the neighbouring farmers can be
acknowledged as the rivalry between the Allied Nations and Adolf Hitler. Allegorically, Mr Frederick
represents Hitler. In a trade of timber for money, Mr Frederick cheats the pigs with false money. Though
Hitler had ensured Stalin that he was an ally, he eventually began a series of attacks to capture the capital
of Russia, Moscow. Mr Pilkington is a symbol of the more passive and diplomatic allied nations of
England and the United States. Old Major, the boar who dies early on in the book, is compared to
Communist frontrunners like Marx and Lenin, whose vision of a socialist utopia inspires the animals and
lights the spark of the rebellion. The pigs in this story are the Bourgeoisie intelligentsia, while the other
animals are the proletariats.

Animal Farm contains several symbols of the Revolution and rule and is in itself a symbol of the USSR
under communist rule. In general, it represents every society, be it capitalist, democratic or fascist. It
possesses the integral parts of a nation – the government consists of the pigs, the working class is the
animals, a police force that is the dogs and also holidays and rituals. It has competing neighbouring farms,
therefore linking to diplomatic relations.

Animal Farm is a classic example of the representation of totalitarianism as a whole. While Orwell has
mostly kept the Russian Revolution in mind, certain events in the book can be observed in any
dictatorship. History may be written by the winners, but Orwell has given us a commoner’s point of view
and therefore is celebrated as one of the greatest authors of all time.
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In my opinion, Animal Farm by George Orwell is without a doubt, a literary masterpiece. Covering dark
themes of oppression and exclusion, it portrays Soviet Russia under Stalin with exactitude. It is a great
contribution to history as well because we get to understand the state of affairs of the common man. The
allegory hides within it, several details of the government at the time.
Throughout the story, the gullibility of the common man can be noted, as well as the cunningness of the
intelligentsia. Each character is symbolic of the stratification seen in the society. The basics of the ideal
form of socialism are also displayed - for example, the use of words like ‘comrade’ is repetitive, even
though it is not seen throughout the novel, as the movement of socialism to dictatorship occurs.
What is most appealing about this book is that it is simple and easy to understand. The author has not
used very complicated words and has written it in such a way that the reader does not get confused. He
has very delicately portrayed each character with precision. The gradual progression of Soviet
communism to totalitarianism can also be observed.
This novella allows us to further analyse the events of the Russian Revolution and its aftermath. I
thoroughly enjoyed this novella. It allowed me to further comprehend a very important episode in world
history. The Russian Revolution inspired several countries to begin their own movements and strive for
equality.
The reason I chose this book to read, is because it delves into many themes seen in not only Stalinized
Russia but in most dictatorships. It paints a sinister picture of how those in power take advantage of their
subordinates. The sardonic humour used by the author as well as his straightforwardness makes this a
compelling read.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: UNBROKEN – A WORLD WAR II STORY OF SURVIVAL,
RESILIENCE AND REDEMPTION, LAURA HILLENBRAND
REVIEWER: DRISHTI V. BALIGA, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. DEENA DAYALAN

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Laura Hillenbrand is an American author whose nonfiction books- Seabiscuit: An American Legend and
Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption, have received much acclaim
and have been adapted for films as well. She has written articles for The New Yorker, Equus magazine
and many others. She is also a co-founder of ‘Operation International Children’.

BOOK REVIEW
Simply called Unbroken, this is a biography of an Olympic runner, Louis ‘Louie’ S. Zamperini who
served as a bombardier in the United States Army Air Forces (AAF) during World War II.
Zamperini, who was in his mid-80s when Hillenbrand approached him, told his miraculous tale to her
over a series of 75 interviews. Zamperini who was an impenitent, mischievous, ‘boy terror of Torrance’,
to quote the book, grew up to be one of the most commended runners of California and even represented
America at the Berlin Olympics in 1936. He served as a bombardier in B-24 Liberators in the Pacific after
becoming a commissioned officer in the US Army Air Forces in 1941.
On a rescue mission over the Pacific on May 27, 1943, Green Hornet, the B-24 the crew was flying in
crashed due to technical difficulties. Of the ten men on board, only three, including Zamperini, survived.
Zamperini, pilot Russell Allen ‘Phil’ Phillips, and tail gunner Francis ‘Mac’ McNamara floated for days,
barely alive, in a patched-up raft. Zamperini and Phillips were soon captured as Prisoners of War (POWs)
in Japan.
What follows is the story of Zamperini’s stubborn will to survive and his defiance towards torturous
Japanese officials. The book shows a side of the Japanese, which quite a few are unaware of - their harsh
cruelty and almost murderous behaviour towards POWs (many of whom actually died) during the war.
The POWs were treated mercilessly. Some acts such as forcing the POWs to slave while they were
suffering from dangerous diseases, the incessant clubbing of Zamperini by Mutsuhiro ‘the Bird’
Watanabe, coercing them to propagandise against their nations, leaves one pondering about how
Zamperini and some others, who were fortunate enough to remain sane and alive, coped with the abuse.
What the reader may admire though, is the ingenuity, companionship, the POWs’ obstinate desire to live
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and the beautiful manner in which they rebelled against their tormentors. Each act of resistance made one
giddy with joy!
The condition of the families of the captured POWs and the post-war existence that is described of the
Pacific POWs (as they were called after the war) is supremely disheartening. Zamperini, who suffered
quite a bit in his time spent at the POW camps in Japan, was hit hard in his post-war life. To quote,
“Louie regularly woke screaming and soaked in sweat. He was afraid to sleep.” Whatever the Japanese
did to the POWs, whilst outrageous, makes the reader reflect upon one thought- would they have directed
the same attitude towards the POWs, if they had been raised right?
Brooding over what is written in most books and on the internet, it seems so wrong that they just mention
the number of people who died. It is as if, one moment they were breathing, and the next, all have fallen
down dead, without any trace of their valour being mentioned. Reading books like this, brings the pain
borne by the fighters, to life.
Objectively contemplating this book, it seems like Zamperini, although having been honestly agonised
and having never let America down, was largely in the limelight due to his reputation as a runner. The
reader starts considering this when s/he comes across this line concerning Phillips, “It was probably the

first time that what he’d done during the war was publicly recognised not simply in reference to Louie,
but for his own sake.” After reading this line, one starts wondering how many other war heroes who did
exceptional things for their countries, in their own ways, died without ever being given sole credit for
what they did just because they were not famous enough, or just because they were not in a high position.
All in all, Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption by Laura
Hillenbrand, is a fabulous read, albeit a bit tedious in the beginning. It is written in excruciatingly
impeccable detail, complete with photos, thanks to Zamperini’s spectacular memory and well-maintained
scrapbooks. It provides a truly astounding account of how life was for ill-fated soldiers who crash-landed
and were imprisoned in Japan- one of the Axis Powers, the great conqueror in Asia, a nation which once
dreamt of ruling the world. This book offers a greater insight into the 2nd World War and has the capacity
of changing a person’s outlook on a part of the war, completely.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: BECOMING CHE, CARLOS CALICA FERRER
REVIEWER: GAUTHAM NARAYAN, II HESP ‘M’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. DEENA DAYALAN
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Carlos Calica Ferrer Zorrilla was born in Alta Gracia, Córdoba on April 4, 1929. At age 4, he met Ernesto
Guevara, an asthmatic boy who had come with his family to live in that mountain town seeking relief
from his condition. Ernesto and Calica were close friends throughout their childhood and adolescence. In
1953, they set out together on an adventurous trip through Latin America that would ultimately end with
Guevara’s transformation into the great Che Guevara as we all know of now.

BOOK REVIEW

Becoming Che is an earmarked look at Che’s life from the point of view of his devoted friend, Calica.
This biographical book invites readers to explore Latin America in the era of the outbreak of various
revolutions, where Ernesto is one of the most important actors.
It is not told how the great Ernesto fought in the Cuban Revolution instead, the book tells the story of his
travel around South America with his companion, before the revolution. In the book, it can be seen as to
how Ernesto’s travel is building his mind to fight for the people and be the pioneer of various revolutions
in the future, the same revolutions that changed the society’s dysfunctional hierarchy.
Ernesto is a young man with asthma but behind the shortcomings, there is a formidable personality. It is
said in the book that it was his mother’s influence that helped boost his confidence. Ernesto’s friendship
with the writer, Calica, begins with his family moving to a peaceful little town in Argentina to treat his
disease. Calica’s father was an asthma physician. This marked the beginning of the friendship between
the two children as well as their families.
Long story short, Ernesto and Calica grew into adults. Being medical students, both sought permission
from their respective families to conduct a leprosy prevention research in Latin America. This excuse was
always used by them to depart from Buenos Aires to explore Bolivia, Peru and Ecuador. Various social,
political and economic phenomena that occurred at the time are mentioned in this book. At the time, Latin
America was being led by American imperialist dolls. The oppression of indigenous tribes was common
in Peru. The imperialists devolved the outlook of the society by making them believe that the Indians
were noble and worthless, no different from animals. Facilities that were worthy of being used by the
Indians were the second-class trains and the roof, if they chose to ride a bus.
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It is described in Ernesto’s conversation with a counter guard that he insisted on getting a second-class
train ticket to integrate himself with an Indian’s way of life. He also shared stories and food with them.
This, in itself, was an example of a man who believed in a society with no social classes or divisions.
What garnered my attention is the momentous feeling of being carried away by Ferrer with Guevara into
their childhood, their adventures, and their friends. It also provides a very engaging insight into the lives
of the fun-loving people of the Latin American countries. Ferrer is Ernesto Guevara’s traveling
companion in this book. I would like to believe that this literary marvel could also be considered as the
second volume of Che Guevara’s travels.
During this time, Ernesto Guevara was seen as a symbol of rebellion by young children but he
transformed himself into more than that – a symbol of hope and courage to the millions of oppressed
people. Through this book, we know that Ernesto, despite being considered weak, was one of the most
adventurous and courageous persons to have stepped on this planet.
Through the very simple and fascinating narrative, we get to know that Che was a very vivid reader, a
man who was born among the elites but lived for the betterment of the poor and a pure enthusiast when it
came to talking about archaeological places of the world. Above all, we learn about his early life of being
globally inspired and how he became the person he is, now, adored by many. A person alone can bring a
fragment of positive change in his/her society, and a book can inspire that person to create that change. If
I had to believe any book could be so monumentally inspirational, it would be this prodigious historic
work on the life of Che.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: INDIA’S PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY ON TRIAL, MADHAV
GODBOLE
REVIEWER: HANNAH KHAN, II HESP ‘M’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: DR. KANISHKA K

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Madhav Godbole (b. 15 August 1936) holds an M.A. in Development Economics from the Willams
College in the USA and an M.A. and Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Bombay. He joined the
Indian Administrative Service in 1959 and took voluntary retirement in March 1993, when he was the
Home Secretary Justice to the Government of India. He has written 14 books in English and Marathi. Of
the eight books in English, the last five, were written in retirement. His essays and research papers have
been published in several books and reputed journals. His six books in Marathi, which are compilations of
articles, have been awarded four prizes of non-fiction intellectual writing.

BOOK REVIEW

India’s tryst with democracy began with its efforts to overcome the colonial legacy marked by
underdevelopment, poverty, illiteracy and social and economic inequalities. Democracy was construed as
a flexible system wherein every citizen makes his/her contribution to the society. This book has come at a
time when serious issues like mismanagement, misrule and corruption were at the centre stage, largely
because the political class had "failed" the masses over the past six decades. India’s future seems
unlimited, but its problems of governance stand as a mountainous challenge. To realise its rightful place
in the world, it must improve its governance because its growth story is intimately connected with the
functioning of its Parliament and Legislative Assemblies. Author Madhav Godbole is a former IAS
officer who has observed governance at the Centre and state levels quite closely while working in
different departments of the government. This book is the result of his belief that good governance is not
possible unless the Parliament takes itself seriously. Godbole is eminently suited to write about the Indian
legislature, having seen the working of the Parliament and the Maharashtra Assembly from a ringside seat
for more than 30 years.
Experiment of Indian democracy is perhaps the best - tried anywhere by a developing country and also,
the worst actually implemented. As a poor and illiterate country, having got freedom from the colonial
rule in 1947, India opted for a democratic system of governance with the fundamental principle of
universal adult franchise for both men and women, unlike in many advanced Western democracies where
women had to wait to be enfranchised. People like Sir Anthony Eden and former British Prime Minister
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described Indian venture into parliamentary government as "the most exciting". However, over the years,
the huge expenditure to be incurred from the exchequer for sustaining the government in power has taken
the form of the "democracy tax" and the "freebies" to the voters as poll promises can be clearly termed as
the "democracy dividend". Such functioning has made our parliamentary system so dysfunctional and
devalued that one wonders whether we should have adopted this system in the first place.

The description of the history of the parliamentary democracy in India through different stages — initial
years of "glorious Nehru days" when it was nourished by great visionaries and also, the periods of
successive governments and their adverse impact on parliamentary functioning — makes the book very
interesting. The author bemoans the steep decline in a system that was lovingly crafted to uphold the lofty
ideals of "the highest temple of democracy". Godbole has analysed, with the clinical precision of a
highly-skilled surgeon, the many disturbing features of the changes such as decline in the duration of the
Parliament sessions, devaluation of question hour, passage of legislation without serious discussion,
disorderly behaviour of members, large numbers of scams and scandals, etc.
He not only narrates the strings of blunders but also suggests practical remedies. Suggested reforms are
even more relevant today because of the unabated rotting and further decline in the value system of our
elected representatives.
Some of the suggestions which make a lot of sense include decriminalisation of politics and abolishing
the "first past-the-post" winner system. The present law draws heavily on dogma that "a person is
innocent unless proven guilty".
It is a hard-hitting book which provides a thoughtful insight into many dimensions of India’s
parliamentary system and very clearly brings out how "unrepresentative" most of our elected
representatives are and how they have made a mockery of a well-conceived and painstakingly nurtured
system.
Working out and operating a democratic Government with its scale and magnitude in India was virtually a
challenging experiment. There were many who thought that democracy would not be suitable for a
country of continental dimensions with an enormously large population. India’s Parliamentary democracy
has not only belied all such fears and apprehensions, it has stood the test of time. As of today, one can say
with confidence that it has come to stay even though one may have reservations about the system and
would want it reformed. We have almost successfully conducted 15 general elections in the largest
democracy on earth. Moreover, our Parliamentary system has ensured ‘peaceful transfer of power, more
than once from one party to another party or alliance’ surviving of course many pressures, stresses and
strains. It is, by all means a remarkable achievement of India’s Parliamentary democracy. In spite of the
coalition governments which have become almost an inescapable reality in India’s multi-party system and
the instability syndrome which at times has undermined the faith of well-meaning critics in Parliamentary
democracy, we have, till date, experienced a good deal of political stability. But then, the journey
traversed by Indian democracy has not always been a smooth-sailing affair.
The resurgent civil society movement against corruption, during the recent months has further
strengthened and deepened Indian democracy. In spite of what has been favourably said, outlining
52

Perspectives 2017 - 2018
______________________________________________________________________
positive dimensions of India’s Parliamentary democracy, we need to make an honest self-introspection
and identify also its weaknesses and areas of concern which negatively affect the health and well-being of
our democracy. The major problem areas which affect the health of India’s Parliamentary democracy are:
(a) Instability syndrome
(b) Criminalization of politics
(c) The nature of recent functioning of India’s Parliament.
This viewpoint of thinking beyond the Westminster model of Parliamentary democracy and switching
over to the presidential system has been advanced subsequently by some others, taking into account the
experience of Coalition Governments at the Centre in the past and even in the present. Our model fosters
uncertainty and encourages would-be challengers hoping to benefit from muddy waters or mid-term
elections. In a democratic system, the quality of governance is rightly said to be ‘proportional to the
quality of legislators’. But over the years, an ‘unholy criminal-politician nexus’ has been a marked
phenomenon in India’s political system vitiating the purity of our Parliamentary democracy. Possibly, “no
political party can honestly claim that it has no criminal elements within its fold. The criminal elements,
as has been said” have not entered the august portals of the Parliament and State legislatures by accident.
Rather, it is the other way round. Today, they hold the key to electoral success and grabbing power. Our
Parliament, which represents the collective will of the people of India and is the pivot of our political
system has ‘contributed the most to the consolidation and strengthening of democracy in the country’.
During the years 1952-57, the Lok Sabha was in a formative period. It laid down healthy foundations for
building the strong edifice of Parliamentary institutions and procedures. New situations had to be faced,
fresh procedures were evolving and appropriate rules had to be laid down. And in all this, it fared well. In
terms of quality, the first Lok Sabha consisted of outstanding Parliamentarians. They were talented,
accomplished and skilled in the art of Parliamentary debate. The debates and discussions on the floor of
Parliament were of very high standard and quality. In terms of discipline, decorum and optimum
utilization of Parliamentary time, it left behind an exemplary mark in Parliamentary history. More or less,
the same type of healthy debate and discussion with an exemplary degree of Parliamentary discipline and
decorum continued in the early Parliaments.
But unfortunately, at present, healthy debate and discussions are overshadowed by disruption,
confrontation, and forced adjournments of the house. The Parliament gets stalled and is forced to close the
session before its original schedule to conclude. This results in the massive wastage of public money and
loss of working hours. The Parliament finds itself disabled to discuss and deliberate on important issues
such as poverty, unemployment and price rise which affect people the most. In view of what has been said
above on the functioning of the Parliament in recent years, ‘questions are being raised about the utility
and relevance of Parliament in our polity and indeed about the workability of our democratic set up based
on the Parliamentary system’. Because of the current turmoil in the functioning of the Parliament, the
public, especially the youth is disillusioned about the relevance of the Parliamentary system.
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Our Constitution gave us a Parliamentary democratic system of governance. When India went for it, there
were many who thought that democracy would not be suitable for India in view of its appalling poverty,
extensive illiteracy, huge and multi-dimensional population with diversity of caste, creed, religion and
language. Those prophets of pessimism have been proved wrong. India’s Parliamentary democracy
working over all these years since our Constitution came into form on 26.01.1950 has stood the test of
time and has come to stay as a functioning democracy. The vast electorate of Indian people has shown to
the world their commitment and dedication to the democratic system with an ‘enormous sense of
responsibility and uncanny wisdom’. Whenever required, they have used their ballot like a bullet
overthrowing a party in power which ventured to undermine its Constitution or democratic structure or its
secular ethos. The recent emergence of a pro-active civil society and its movement against corruption has
brought in the people’s power to the forefront, which has further strengthened and deepened our
democracy.
Some well-meaning critics have advocated a switch-over from our Parliamentary democracy to the U.S.
Presidential system as a remedy to the malady of Governmental instability in the system of Coalition
Governments which has become an inescapable reality in India more particularly since 1989 when no
political party has been able to secure an absolute majority.
However, it is also true that in spite of the coalition governments, we have, till date, experienced a good
deal of political stability. It has been rightly said that ‘our experience of instability in Government is not a
sufficient reason to discard the Parliamentary system’. Whatever problems our Parliamentary democracy
is facing today could of course, be improved–may it be the instability syndrome, criminalization of
politics or even Parliament being forcibly made dysfunctional through disruption, confrontation or forced
adjournments. For this, two things are required:
(a) Necessary reforms to be undertaken within the existing Parliamentary system and
(b) Men of character and integrity in the political system.
As it has been rightly said by Rajendra Prasad: “If the people who are elected are capable and men of
character and integrity they would be able to make the best even of a defective Constitution. If they are
lacking in these, the Constitution cannot help the country. After all a Constitution like a machine is a
lifeless thing. It acquires life because of men who control it and operate it and India needs today nothing
more than a set of honest men who will have the interest of the country before them.”
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE PARTITION OF INDIA, ANITA INDER SINGH
REVIEWER: HARSHITHA JAMADAGNI, II HESP ‘M’
TEACHER-IN-CHARGE: MR. DEENA DAYALAN

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Anita Inder Singh has taught history and international relations at Delhi University and Oxford
University. She has been a visiting professor at the Nelson Mandela Centre for Peace and Conflict
Resolution at Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi.

BOOK REVIEW
The partition of British India in 1947 was one of the most devastating events in world history and the
debate on it is endless. India was not the only country that went through this; even Ireland, Palestine and
Cyprus were partitioned by the British on the grounds that different communities couldn’t live together.
Of the three parties involved in the negotiations for the transfer of power in India, in 1946-47, it was the
Muslim League which emerged victoriously. The partition of India, resulting in the creation of a
sovereign ‘Muslim’ state in the subcontinent, signalled the triumph of ‘Muslim Communalism’ or
‘Pakistani Nationalism’.
Singh explains the different reasons for the failure of the Congress and the British in the partition, and
tries to analyse the concept by raising important questions on major issues like differences between the
political parties, the conflict between ethnic and religious groups and the problems of minorities.
Singh says, “If it cannot be proved that communalism was innate in Indian society, then one must search
for the reasons why Indian politics got divided to the point of partition in 1947. Part of the answer lies in
the different ways in which the British divided and ruled India.” The British saw the Indian society in
terms of Hindus and Muslims being separate political and cultural entities. Having replaced the ‘Muslims’
as rulers of India, the British expected all Muslims to be hostile to their rule.
One constant was that the political, social, religious and economic aspiration of the Muslims could only
be fulfilled in an independent Muslim state, and the Muslim League pushed forward, after 1940, its
campaign for the division of India into two nations after the British withdrawal.
In the next chapter of the book, the author talks about two main issues that the deep-rooted political
differences between the Congress and the League stemmed from: their attitudes to the British Raj and
their vision of how India should be ruled and by whom. First, how did these differences develop before
and after elections to the provincial legislatures under the Government of India Act of 1935? Secondly,
many have argued that, after elections, a coalition between the Congress and the League was possible in
the United Provinces after the provincial elections of 1937, but their ideologies were different.
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By 1939, Singh states that it was obvious that the alienation of the Muslims from the Congress had not
united them or turned them into supporters of the League. The politicization of electorates since 1937 had
not necessarily resulted in success for communal parties like the League and Hindu Mahasabha. Both the
League and the Congress had the chance to win the mass support of the Muslims. Jinnah’s opposition to
the negotiations for a coalition between the League and the Congress in Uttar Pradesh shows that the
failure of those negotiations could not have been the reason for his demand for a sovereign Pakistan in
1940.
On 3 September 1939, a new chapter in Indian politics opened. Lord Linlithgow, the then Viceroy,
announced India’s entry into the war without consulting political parties, legislatures or provincial
ministries. Linlithgow’s overriding objective was to turn India into a war base, to provide men and
money, so he urgently wanted the support of the Indian parties for the war.
The emergence of Pakistan as a sovereign state through the 1947 partition was the inevitable result of the
politicization of two intrinsic ‘nations’, the question of how and when that politicization occurred to make
that inevitable, arises.
With an administration that was both inadequate and to some extent unreliable, and unable to suppress
communal violence except with military help; with an increasing awareness that the administration was
weak, if not already broken down, with communal passions rising even as news spread of atrocities
committed on both communities, partition appeared inevitable by the end of 1946.
On February 20, 1947, the British announced, for the first time, the date for a final transfer of authority to
Indians. It was fixed for June 30, 1948. The statement expressed the hope that the Indian parties would
work out a constitution by then. As political breakdown loomed largely, the statement of February 20,
1947, provided the British with an exit strategy from India.
To conclude, the League insisted on the division of the armed forces. The division of India, as Jinnah told
Mountbatten, implied the division of the British-India army to serve Hindustan and Pakistan. The
Congress accepted partitions because visits by Congress leaders to riot-affected areas in Bengal, Bihar
and Punjab were a succession of shocks, one greater than the other. The innocent had been massacred; all
religions had been degraded. The decision to accept partition had been taken out of fear that the things
might get worse. Gandhi’s nonviolence had not been able to tackle the problem on a large scale.
The Congress also accepted the partition plan because it was based on the premise of a united India. As
partition was dictated by political and administrative exigency, the British did not get any defence treaties
with India; and the Commonwealth defence was in jeopardy.
The League alone got what it wanted, a sovereign Pakistan. The administrative breakdown prompted the
British to divide and quit in August 1947. The failure to win over Muslim voters was the greatest
weakness of the Congress. In 1947, India paid a heavy price for freedom because communal forces were
not defeated politically and ideologically.
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To sum up, The Partition of India by Anita Inder Singh creates a dynamic view for the readers about how
reasons of state and religion, ethnicity and cultural division led to partition in different parts of the world
and also highlights the division of Indian parties and the end result of the partition of British India in
August 1947. This book allows the reader to have a different perspective on the partition of India and
helps one’s mind to draw an understanding or conclusion of the same.

TITLE AND AUTHORS: NOT WITHOUT MY DAUGHTER, BETTY MAHMOODY,
WILLIAM HOFFER
REVIEWER: SAKSHI SHISHIR, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. DEENA DAYALAN

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Betty Mahmoody, is an American author and public speaker, renowned for her book, Not Without My
Daughter, which was also adapted into a film. She is also the founder and president of ‘One World: For
Children’.
William Hoffer is a famous writer whose books have been international bestsellers since the past 20
years. His book Midnight Express, which he co-wrote with Billy Hayes, was published in 1978. It was
later made into a major motion picture. His other books are - Freefall, Saved: The Story of Andrea Doria.

BOOK REVIEW

Not Without My Daughter is a biographical, non-fiction book. It is based on Betty Mahmoody and her
daughter, Mahtob’s escape from Betty’s abusive husband, in Tehran, Iran.
In 1977, Betty married Dr. Sayed “Moody” Bozorg Mahmoody. They lived in harmony in Detroit, The
United States of America. In 1984, when Mahtob was aged five, Betty almost unwillingly agreed to
accompany her husband on a two-week vacation to Iran. This was so that Moody’s family could meet
Mahtob. However, at the end of the two weeks, Moody decided that he, his wife and his daughter should
remain in Iran forever. Betty was trapped in Iran and could not return to the United States of America.
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This book is about the struggles and hardships faced by the mother-daughter duo. In the two years that
they were held captive, they had to tolerate extreme situations and face many hurdles. During their stay in
Tehran, Iran, they had difficulty adjusting to the Iranian lifestyle. As Betty was an American, Moody’s
attitude towards Betty also changed. He forced her to abide by the increasingly strict Iranian rules and
customs. She was physically abused and Moody’s family turned a blind eye towards her desperate calls
for help. He even blinded himself to the oppression of women in Iran. Iran at that time was strictly against
America and Americans.
Betty initially discovered many ways by which she could leave Iran, but it was at the cost of her daughter.
She finally took the hardest method of escaping Iran- she, along with her daughter, chose to be smuggled
across Turkey to reach Ankara, where she would seek refuge and help from the US embassy there. In
February 1986, Betty and Mahtob finally reached their home in Michigan, after being trapped in Iran for
2 years.
Despite how Betty was treated by her husband and his family, she refrained from depicting Iran and its
culture negatively.
I personally feel that this book is an eye opener as it allows us to know and understand the hardships
faced by Iranian women. We come to know many things which usually aren’t said out loud, and we
understand this better as every single piece of information is based on personal experience. With this
book, I now understand that every religion has its pros and cons. It was amazing to get into Betty
Mahmoody’s mind, to read about her fears and hardships, which she had to keep to herself, in order to
buoy her daughter, Mahtob.
I loved the fact that Betty took the time to explain the Muslim holidays, customs, food, etiquette, and
even bureaucratic governmental policies. This made me understand their religion better and made me
appreciate the diversities of all religions. Betty Mahmoody’s life story taught me to be courageous, just
like her, during the hard times in life.
Since the book is based during a time period where there were a lot of fights and wars between America
and Iran, there was a lot of chaos and confusion among the residents of Iran. Betty had to undergo terrible
situations as she was an American. She was forced to talk ill about her country, her fellow citizens and the
customs and traditions she followed. In order to survive in Iran, she had to adapt to the Iranian life style
and its standard of living. But she remained valiant and did everything she could to keep her daughter
safe.
This book is a must read for those who like reading about true incidents, and for those who would like to
understand other customs from personal experiences. I mainly enjoyed reading this book because of her
subjective opinions. This helped me understand her point of view. Not all Iranians were shown in a
negative light. There were some incredible, kind hearted individuals also, who helped and befriended
Betty in whatever way they could.
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I think it is quite short-sighted for anyone to delude themselves into thinking that she portrays all Iranians
as bad people, for, she most certainly does not. She didn’t even portray Islam in a negative manner. She
showed both the good and bad side of Islam.

TITLE AND AUTHOR: WITCHES – THE ABSOLUTELY TRUE TALE OF DISASTER IN
SALEM, ROSALYN SCHANZER
REVIEWER: SREYA KANUGALA, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. DEENA DAYALAN
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
The author, Rosalyn Schanzer was born into a family of artists and storytellers who were inspired by a
love of exploration and adventure. Schanzer is an avid photographer, champion swimmer, chocolatelover, and an active member of I.N.K. (Interesting Nonfiction for Kids), a community of writers dedicated
to writing and promoting children’s nonfiction.
BOOK REVIEW
“I do not know that the devil goes about in my likeness to do any hurt.”
- Sarah Osborne
This is a quote was once said as a formal statement when Sarah Osborne, an accused of the Trials,
testified in front of the formal proceedings of the judicial court.
The Salem Witch Trials of 1693 have been approached, poked and prodded in numerous ways to concoct
a conclusion as to why it had occurred in the first place.
The real story of the victims, alleged witches, truly corrupt officials, and enormous hysteria that turned an
unknown illness affecting a couple, into a murderous witch hunt that led to the death of a dozen and
demolished hundreds of lives; has been tried to be documented by countless writers over the years.
This book, written by Rosalyn Schanzer seems like an easy read, and because of its cinched illustrations
and its basis of information upon the trials, it seems to be quite an easy ground to be taken for granted.
But, its approach differs mainly because of the mild form of putting the trials this way. Stacy Stiff wrote
Witches: 1692, upon the same topic a couple of years after this book was published. In spite of giving an
analytical and in-depth view of the Trials, it was dry in nature. This was not the case when it came to
Witches: The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem.
Showing illustrations of the accused, Tituba, the Indian slave; Sarah Good, a beggar; Sarah Osborne, an
old shrivelled woman etc., this narrative entrances the reader and keeps him/her captivated with the
factual information that Schanzer unveils.
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Midwives such as Rebecca Nurse, one of the Towne sisters and the homeless such as Sarah Osborne,
were the first to be accused of casting spells, because they were the most vulnerable in the community as
they were without families. Officials of the church and community tried, accused, and hung a few
“witches”. Crowds gathered to witness these grisly town- centre affairs.
The trifle in Salem (now known as a little town called Danvers), was started by the Porters and the
Putnams, two wealthy families, who fought for control upon the entire village. This power struggle
manifested itself into this hysteria after two children, Betty Parris and Abigail Williams, got sick in the
village and William Griggs, the healer could find no cure for these Puritans. Hence, he suggested a
supernatural cause for the problems. And when Tituba recounted a story in the Courts and made this event
a spectacle, this debacle grew faster than forest fire.
The most influential member of the Courts at that time can be stated as William Stoughton who used
these events to gain more influence and power. While the greedy and vicious ventured upon their path for
power, it was the helpless and innocent that suffered during this time. By the end, 19 were dead. 4 of the
accused died in prison. One of the accused, Giles Corey was pressed under heavy stones until his death.
The main observation the reader may make, is that the accused were better off financially as the trials
progressed, rather than the accusers. Stoughton was appointed the next governor by the time the Trials
ended.
For over 400 years since, the Salem Witch Trials have captured the imagination of the young and the old
alike, and Rosalyn Schanzer brings this terrifying event to life through primary source quotations and a
smart, avid narrative.
For the Puritans, the supernatural was as real as the natural world. Their belief in demonic possession and
witchcraft was almost universal. This was another major cause of the Trials after those children grew sick.
The author explains how these notions enabled people to believe that their neighbours and relations were
witches in league with the devil and led to the tragic executions of many of those accused.
She also examines the theories behind the event, including covetous and vindictive neighbours spreading
fraud, the power-hungry authorities who did not help the situation, worries about recent hostilities with
Native Americans, and rotten food causing mass hallucinations. Schanzer’s dual coloured illustrations
emphasise the horrifying, eerie voice of the plot. Witches! is an incredible, real-life desolating ghoulish
story that will have the reader mystified and pondering.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: ADOLF HITLER, JAMES BUNTING
REVIEWER: UMME SIMRAN, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. DEENA DAYALAN

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

James Bunting met and conversed with Hitler on two occasions – at the 1936 Olympics and during the
fateful September of 1983 in Munich – and, like so many others, fell completely under his spell for a
while (not much is known about him).

BOOK REVIEW

Adolf Hitler undoubtedly created a fear in the minds of millions. His figure stands across the 20th Century
like a colossus. He was very powerful and wanted to rule the world; and proposed the Nazism ideology.
Who would have thought that a small boy with a simple parentage would dominate the world, become a
dictator and one of the worst tyrants, in history!
This book is a biography of Adolf Hitler, but it does not go in depth, nor does it deal with the progress of
World War II. It is a short book on the introduction to the early and personal life of Adolf Hitler. It
mentions the reasons that led to Hitler becoming a tyrant. It also makes the readers experience the fear
that had once gripped the world.
Adolf Hitler was born on April 20, 1889, to customs official Alois Hitler and Klara Hitler in the Austrian
border town of Braunau am Inn. As a teenager, he used to fancy himself as an artist and later, a writer.
Hitler was a lot like his father, who was probably a womanizer.
As a teenager, he always admired young actresses and would also have affairs with them. He met Eva
Braun in Munich when she was 17-years-old. On April 29, 1945, she married Hitler during a brief civil
ceremony and later changed her name to Eva Anna Paula Hitler. They committed suicide just hours after
their marriage, and their death has always been a mystery- was is due to cyanide poisoning or, was it a
gunshot?
It was Leopold Poetsch who, way back in 1905, sowed the seed of hatred towards anti – semitism in a
young Adolf’s mind. In a notebook that he used later for preparing speeches, he wrote, “Jews are nothing
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but parasites. They are racial despoilers and were to blame for everything that is evil in this world. The
result of Jewish domination is always the ruin of all culture and finally the madness of the Jew himself.”
This book has many disturbing facts about Adolf Hitler. A significant figure of the 20th century, his
existence impacted the lives of millions and shaped the course of world history. It also speaks about the
mere lies that were written by Hitler to attract the German public and how he propagated them. Hitler
always believed that ‘the other man is to be blamed’, and also stood by the ‘stab-in-the-back’ theory.
Hitler was decorated during his service in the German army during World War I. Later, he joined the
German Workers’ Party, the precursor of the Nazi Party; and was appointed as the leader. In 1923, he
attempted to seize power which failed due to a coup in Munich and was imprisoned. A year later, he was
released. While in jail, he wrote the first volume of his autobiography, Mein Kampf (My Struggle).
Historians say that it has many grammatical errors.
He later gained popularity by denouncing international capitalism and communism as being part of a
Jewish conspiracy. He opposed the ‘Treaty of Versailles’ signed by the Germans as war indemnity and
went on to avenge the humiliation the Germans had to undergo during World War I, and later became the
Chancellor of Germany and was the Führer (leader) of the Nazi Party from 1933-1945.
Hitler always wanted to root out the Jews from the world as he believed that the Jews were an insult to
every culture and the Anti - Semitist religion. In his book, he claims to have set up labour camps for Jews;
which were actually the concentration camps in Germany. He is solely responsible for the Holocaust
which killed millions of Jews and he was instrumental in initiating World War II.
This book urges the readers to know and learn more about the most disastrous event in the history of the
world, and to help create a better world for the future generation. In the author’s own summation, “the

greatest tyrant of our day and age is dead and buried. Let us hope and pray that like him; another; will
never be allowed to rise again.”
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: I DARE!, PARMESH DANGWAL
REVIEWER: VAISHNAVI GUTHI, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MR. DEENA DAYALAN

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Parmesh Dangwal is an English teacher at DAV College in Dehradun (not much is known about him).

BOOK REVIEW
Empowered women, empower women. And Kiran Bedi has set an example that is easily inspiring and
deserves more than just praise. Hence, I believe in this book. This book encompasses the journey of a
woman who braved life and defined what it is, to be committed to her duty.

I DARE! is a book on the life and achievements of Kiran Bedi, the first Indian woman I.P.S officer. But
the above lines barely cover the prodigious message it wishes to spread. Kiran Bedi spearheaded her
career in a benign yet firm manner with qualities like hard work, perseverance and never-say-never
attitude. The book captures all of this and more.
The book begins by narrating stories and anecdotes about Kiran as a child. It highlights the various
activities Kiran got engaged in. She was into tennis, NCC (National Cadet Corps), used the library,
debates, declamations, dramas, athletics and more. The book gives a walk-the-talk example of Kiran
being so multifaceted. This is the right kind of quiet advice to teenagers to not only seek but also to seize
opportunities.
To make the biography more interesting, the book is seasoned with news items taken from magazines and
newspapers, pictures from her childhood, her family, receiving the Magsaysay award and other
achievements. The book also highlights data and facts about the popularity of Kiran by showing statistics
in the form of pictures. This validates the biography extensively. On an opinion poll held, she was one of
the five women chosen as fit to be the prime minister or the president and also made it to the poll of the
ten most admired women in India.
Kiran has also faced lot of blows in her personal life and many a times, it has conflicted with her work
life. The book has staggeringly brought out the times when Kiran was away from her sick daughter and
other family members because of her posting. Though it had an emotional toll on her, she managed to
effectively fulfil her duties and at the same time, got back to her daughter. It is inspiring to working
women and gives the others a glimpse of it.
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As a whole, the book has managed to give a detailed saga of the highest ranked woman officer in the
Indian Police Service. More importantly, the book has something in it for everyone- anyone who is or has
a daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother.
The flipside of the book is that it brings out much technicality of Kiran’s profession. Even if the reader
does understand it, the whole idea of it seems monotonous and will effectively make sure that the reader
does not continue reading it. For instance, Kiran’s effort in turning the Tihar Jail into a non-smoking zone
has been such a drag.
Another exasperating feature is the overuse of acronyms that make it hard for the reader to follow the
plot. Though there is an addendum in the book, switching pages back and forth was not a lot of fun. Also,
the only way I found that Kiran’s personality could be understood, was when she herself talks in the news
items that were in the book.
The book has been very congratulatory and does not project many shortcomings or weaknesses of the
tasks carried out, or decisions taken by Kiran. The book, though inspiring; is faulty because it is important
that a book documents the good as well as bad experiences, which gives something to learn from and also,
educates the readers.
If one thing that the book has vivid clarity about, is the message that it successfully conveys- it takes hard
work, hard work and hard work to get what you want and which effectively makes a difference in
somebody’s life. The quality of hard work was innate in Kiran and one can easily say that she DARED.

64

Perspectives 2017 - 2018
______________________________________________________________________

PSYCHOLOGY

“I have discovered the value of psychology and psychiatry, that their teachings can undo knots in us and
permit life to flow again and aid us in becoming more truly human.”
-Jean Vanier
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE PREDATORS, HAROLD ROBBINS
REVIEWER: ASHWIN N, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. ASHIKA ALEX

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Harold Robbins is considered as one of the bestselling authors of all time. Much like the fictitious
characters in his stories, he too lived a life of slight mystery. His personal life is a little queer to say the
least, having publicly lied about his childhood. His stories entail action, certain hints of drama and mature
content. Stating his books to be risqué would be a severe understatement. Born a couple of years before
the conclusion of World War 1 and witnessing the next world war, his stories usually have some tie to
them. Though one may already feel underwhelmed when expecting stories filled with action set in the
early to mid 20th century, his stories contain action and mystery of a unique kind that I personally, have
never found in any other author's works.

BOOK REVIEW

The Predators is the last novel written by Harold Robbins. It was published in the year following his
death. This book follows the life of one Jerry Cooper, a Jewish American from the death of his parents in
an accident during his late adolescence till a rather bizarre business deal in his middle adulthood with his
backstabbing uncle, Harry.
The protagonist, though described as gaudy seems to be rather humble and even complaisant. After trying
to empathize with this character, I can ascertain that he is described in a way that can easily be
misinterpreted. He seems to be a man of honour and loyalty as he does not attempt to trick and gain
advantage over someone. Due to this, he even seems to be somewhat passive, almost as if he is indifferent
to all the heartbreaking and frustrating events and situations that unfold in front of him. It seems that his
way of coping with certain stressful events is humourous. Though he has his desires, he is in a way,
reserved. His actions throughout the story are more or less neutral in nature. The reason why I find myself
sharing a sort of bond with this character is because he is one who is satisfied with less. Though he does
enjoy wealth and a good amount of success, he doesn't change his outlook. The beauty in his way of being
is that, though he faces adversities such as loss of parents, being cheated by people financially and being
cheated on by his lovers, he is adaptive and copes with it all really well and that is truly an admirable trait.
He is however not hesitant to delve into a dangerous lifestyle and he also has the charm, intelligence and
wit to survive in such a lifestyle. One can see this character become more and more human like with his
experiences in the subsequent years following the death of his parents.
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The Predators is written in a very interesting manner wherein the majority of the book is in the first
person point of view of Jerry Cooper. However, a unique section of this book involves a third person
view of Jean Pierre's childhood. This section appears suddenly but is vital to understand Jean Pierre, the
future business associate of Jerry Cooper. This section in the book extensively explores homosexuality
and the strange culture that is esoterically followed by the male members of his family.
Though there is a lot of importance given to Jean Pierre's business of packaging and selling seltzer water,
it is merely a plot point among others in this story. The many plot points such as Jerry living alone in
New York, working for his uncle, being enlisted as a vehicle mechanic in the army, repairing and
refurbishing military jeeps to sell them illegally and working in the seltzer water business, do not exist to
lead to the ending, as then it seems underwhelming but they exist to merely emphasize on the person that
our protagonist is and is a mere portrayal of his eventful life. The reader is suggested to read the book
carefully though the language and the plot are simple. These features of the book constitute its uniqueness
and beauty. One major drawback, as I feel, about this novel is that it seems to be historically inaccurate at
times but maybe it depends on how the reader perceives the setting and the theme of the novel.
I feel that one must read this book to understand its queer attractiveness and look past its critics and
ratings to truly enjoy it. For the right person, this book can be highly impactful.

TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE BELL JAR, SYLVIA PLATH
REVIEWER: JHANAVI JESSICA PRABHAKAR, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER-IN-CHARGE: MS. ASHIKA ALEX
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sylvia Plath was an American novelist and poet. She is widely renowned for her compositions The
Colossus and Other Poems, Ariel and The Bell Jar. She won a Pulitzer Prize posthumously for The
Collected Poems. Plath was clinically depressed for a majority of her adult life and was treated
extensively with Electroconvulsive Therapy. Plath had attempted, many times to take her own life. She
committed suicide in 1963, very shortly after the first publication of The Bell Jar.
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BOOK REVIEW

The Bell Jar, Sylvia Plath’s only novel, was initially published under the pseudonym, Victoria Lucas. The
book is frequently considered to be of the roman à clef genre, French for ‘a novel with key’, wherein reallife events and experiences are fictionalized.
The book centers on Esther Greenwood, a young woman from the suburbs of Boston who secures a
summer internship for a distinguished magazine at New York City. She finds herself indifferent and
unmoved by the glamorous opportunity, one that girls of her age adored and revered. The experience is
disconcerting and daunting to Esther. She goes on to describe a series of comic events, highlighted by her
engaging feelings about the situation.
She returns to her home in Massachusetts, cheerless, and her misery is heightened by the news that she
was not accepted into a writing course. Somewhat agitated about spending the summer with her mother,
something she had not done for more than a week at a time, she decides to spend the summer writing.
However, she finds herself unable to do so suitably. Esther’s identity revolves around academic success
and she is uncertain of her life after college. Options such as motherhood and stereotypically female
careers do not engage her.
Esther becomes progressively depressed and begins to lose sleep completely. After three weeks, her
mother pressurizes her to see a psychiatrist, Dr. Gordon, who Esther dislikes. He prescribes her with
Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT) that was not properly administered and leaves Esther traumatized.
Her mental health worsens and she makes numerous tame attempts at suicide before a serious attempt.
Esther crawls down into the cellars of her home and swallows a bottle of sleeping pills, prescribed to her
for insomnia. In a dramatic turn of events, newspapers render her kidnapped and suspected dead but she is
found and survives the ordeal.
Esther is taken to a different mental hospital, courtesy of her benefactress Philomena Guinea, a wealthy
woman who funded her scholarship for college. She meets a female psychiatrist, Dr. Nolan. Esther is
treated with a combination of insulin injections, psychotherapy and properly administered shock
treatments. She makes friends with Joan, a girl from her hometown and as her state improves, she is
allowed to leave the hospital for visits. On one such visit, she finds herself hemorrhaging after a sexual
experience and has to be rushed to the hospital. One morning, Joan hangs herself. Following various lifealtering events, Esther believes she has regained her sanity, although her grip of it is weak and delicate
and she is aware of how the bell jar of madness could submerge her at any time. The novel ends as she
enters a room for an interview that will decide whether she is fit to leave the hospital.
As the novel is of a semi-autobiographical nature, much of the book is apparently taken from elements of
Plath’s own life. Philomena Guinea may be modeled after Plath’s own benefactress, Olive Higgins
Prouty. She was rejected from a course taught at Harvard University. Dr. Nolan is considered to be
framed after her psychiatrist, Ruth Beuscher.
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The Bell Jar is a haunting narrative that encapsulates various themes, mainly the stigma of mental
illnesses in older societies, the harsh outcomes of strict, conventional social expectations and the
restricted role of women in 1950s America.
Esther’s feelings of alienation stemmed from her incapacity to submit to the expectations placed upon her
as a young American woman. She also suffers due to the vast gap between what society tells her she
should experience and her own experiences. She is expected to be cheery and confident, which drives her
to subjugate her gloomy and cynic nature. Her relationships and encounters with men are supposed to be
romantic and momentous but they are strikingly brutal and dishonest. She is aware that she should feel
joyful at the opportunity to experience the glamour and appeal of New York City but she finds it marked
by intoxication, mistrust and violence. She longs to have experiences that society has declined to her but
not to men, especially in the case of sexual adventures. She feels the pressure to settle down and start a
family clashing with her ambition to become a writer. She finds herself yearning for the freedom to fulfill
her own desires but is all-too-aware of the outcome of such behavior.
The protagonist is at a constant clash with herself, feeling that she is unable to react as she should and to
see the world as others do. These feelings stem from not feeling accepted into society the way she is and
not wanting to lose her individuality by succumbing to a conventional way of life. She embarks on
unhealthy sexual encounters because there is no outlet for her to experiment healthily. She is forced to
take drastic measures because there is no way for her to receive the acceptance and help that mentally-ill
people require. The story is characterized by the immense pressure society has put on women and the
shameful, dangerous treatment given to the mentally-ill.
The Bell Jar nurses a critical view on the medicinal practices of the 1950s, particularly psychiatric
medicine. The story greatly sheds light on the unhealthy and alarming methods of treatment of mental
illnesses. The psychiatric methods employed in those times were almost perilous and often left the
patients traumatized. There was no place for those with mental illnesses in the world and almost no way
for them to recover in a suitable environment.
In the last few decades, psychology has made immense progress to reach where we are now but the
stigma around mental illnesses still prevails. The hush-hush nature of dealing with mentally-ill
individuals and the shame of harboring a mentally-ill family member or friend still exist today, though not
as severely. Through media and removal of shackles of societal expectations, there is more acceptance
and room for change than there ever has been before.
However, there is still a long way to go regarding societal perception of mental health issues and it is
important to learn and remember from the past so as to not make the same cruel errors.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: ZOO, JAMES PATTERSON
REVIEWER: RITHWICK GANESH, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. ASHIKA ALEX

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

James Patterson is an American author who writes mainly mystery, crime and murder novels but also
writes books for children. Born in 1947, he first worked in the field of advertising before choosing to
pursue writing in 1996. He holds the Guinness World Record for having the most books on The New
York Times' best-seller list. He has spent millions of dollars in trying to get more and more children to
read. He is best known for his Alex Cross and Women’s Murder Club series.
BOOK REVIEW
Zoo is thrilling, exciting, and fast-paced and showcases every aspect of a classic James Patterson thriller.
The book revolves around Jackson Oz, a biologist, and his belief that there the increasing number of
mammal attacks on humans in the past few years is part of a bigger, more chilling picture. The book starts
off by laying a solid foundation for what is to come by explaining the stance of the rest of the world in
sharp contrast to that of Oz. HAC (Human Animal Conflict) is the theory that Oz proposes to explain the
widespread attacks on humans.
The story takes us from the savannahs of Africa to the streets of Washington DC on an unforgettable and
winding journey. Oz initially visits Africa after hearing about abnormal animal behaviour through a
friend. When he heads out there to investigate and gather evidence, he leaves his pet chimpanzee Atilla at
home and asks his girlfriend to check on him every day. When Oz returns to New York, he finds his
apartment in tatters and his girlfriend’s half eaten body. Atilla escapes through the fire escape soon after.
This epitomizes the potential dangers that the book explores. Oz also manages to convince the world’s
best scientific minds that HAC is real with the help of evidence he gathered in Africa.
After this, the book takes us five years forward where thousands of reports of erratic animal attacks are
being reported every day. HAC is everywhere and is quickly getting out of hand. The book accurately
captures the inability of mankind to initially handle the situation by describing several failed attempts at
curbing the problem. While Oz and other scientists tried to find a solution, the military begins to bomb
and kill all wild animals. This makes matters worse and the animals strike back with increased ferocity.
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This hints at how we are in over our heads when it comes to facing the environmental consequences of
our actions.
The book has impeccable and undeniable scientific foundations to every theory that it explores. The
irrefutability of the explanations contributes to a more immersive reading experience. Oz observes
irrational and unprecedented animal behavioral patterns when he stumbles on thousands of dogs in a
basement – fighting, breeding and feeding in the dark and dingy area. He also notices a severe stench,
unlike any that he has ever come across. He makes a successful connection between the pheromones of
the animals and the spikes in aggressive behaviour. A theory is proposed that the hydrocarbons in
petroleum and cell phone radiation across the world has affected the pheromones that are normally
secreted, causing extreme aggression in animals. Research also reveals that there is an enlargement of the
amygdalae causing spikes in brain activity. All this is conveyed to the President who on Oz’s advice bans
the use of vehicles, electric devices and mobile phones for two weeks. There is an immediate drop in the
attacks across the city thereby validating Oz’s theory.
The book examines mankind’s over-dependency on technology by describing the inability of the populace
to comply with the President’s orders. As the people begin to resume the use of vehicles and phones and
other appliances, the animals attack again. The book ends with the evacuation of the President to
Greenland along with a small group of people including Oz and his family from where they watch the
world fall apart. The book offers a variety of themes, but a happy ending isn’t one of them.
With twists and turns that never cease to amaze, James Patterson manages to keep the reader glued to the
book. In a dark, almost-apocalyptic setting, he also manages to bring in humour and philosophy. The
book is an eye-opener for those who are either unaware of or have chosen to ignore the grave
consequences that await us if we don’t mend our relationship with Mother Nature. This book finds its
place on the shelves of many readers, be it a science fiction enthusiast or someone who loves a thriller. It
is definitely worth a read; and then maybe another.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD, HARPER LEE
REVIEWER: ROMOLA MARION VERGHESE, II PPES ‘O’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. REVA GEORGE

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee is a highly acclaimed classic that portrays childhood innocence and
growth and the will to fight for what is right. It is also her Pulitzer Prize-winning novel. Harper Lee’s
personal life may have inspired her to write this book as it consists of many aspects of her life during her
childhood years. The protagonist Scout seems to breathe the life of Harper Lee. Harper Lee is also
acclaimed for Go Set a Watchman which is the sequel to To Kill a Mockingbird.

BOOK REVIEW

The book is divided into two parts. The protagonist is commonly known as Scout but her name is Jean
Louise. Although the story is written from her point of view, Harper Lee has included a lot many other
characters from the old town of Maycomb who play a huge role in influencing the lives of Scout and her
brother Jem. Maycomb is the town where Scout and her family live. Apart from that, enough importance
is given to Atticus Finch, Scout’s father and Jem who is elder to her by 4 years. A boy they meet one
summer who prefers to be called Dill also plays a major role because it is believed that everything started
off with Dill’s curiosity about Boo Radley.
Part One of the book begins with a fourteen-year old injured Jem and a ten-year old Scout who are
discussing on how their life turned out the way it did. Scout and Jem are brought up in the slow town of
Maycomb. Their mother died when Scout was two and were since brought up by Atticus and their cook.
Atticus is a lawyer and is known to be a man who is righteous and just. Atticus doesn’t consider himself
as a qualified parent for the only quality time he spends with his children are in the evenings in his study
after work. Parental influence, guidance and presence are considered highly necessary in a child’s life to
help in their smooth development. For this very reason that he cannot spend enough time with his
children and has to leave them at the hands of the cook, he considers himself as a not-good-enough
parent. The kids call him “Atticus” and he is completely fine with it. It doesn’t mean they disrespect him;
there are just no formalities.
Being under the influence of someone who is very learned, the children adapt Atticus’s taste in books and
are very knowledgeable for their age which becomes an issue in school especially for Scout because the
teachers don’t appreciate her knowledge on various aspects as they think she has been taught wrong but
73

Perspectives 2017 - 2018
______________________________________________________________________
what I think is because they were finding it difficult to handle a student who was so well-versed and
ahead of the class and teachers normally find it comfortable to have all the students on the same page.
According to me, Atticus should give himself more credit because as the story progresses, one realises
that Atticus is just like any other father; caring, loving, helpful and approachable. The only thing that
comes his way is the lack of time for his kids but I feel the time he spends with them is the best of what
he makes. Atticus believes that children are always curious and that when they ask questions, it should
never be left unanswered and they should never be given incorrect information. His statement, “When a

child asks you something, answer him. But don’t make a production of it. Children are children, but they
can spot an evasion quicker than adults, and evasion simply muddles ‘em.” couldn’t be more apt.
Scout is not a typical five-year old girl who wears a dress with her hair in pigtails but is rather
comfortable wearing overalls and roughing it out with her brother and Dill. Her outgoing and adventurous
nature is very appealing. The way Harper Lee describes their childhood years makes the reader very
nostalgic as one recalls their childhood days of reckless fun, getting dirty in the muck, petty now but
absolutely thrilling adventures, made up games then. Scout, her brother and Dill are a trio. Dill comes to
Maycomb every summer. Although the neighbourhood and the external Finch family do not approve of
Scout’s ‘unfeminine’ behaviour, Atticus doesn’t really care about it.
The unrealistic expectations of coming from a particular family and a particular gender are very much
highlighted. Each family is categorised in a certain way according to the way the people before them
behaved.
As one starts reading, there is an interesting case that develops regarding Boo Radley. Scout’s neighbour
is a dead house and they belong to the Radleys. One of the sons named Arthur (who the kids name Boo)
is not to be seen anymore after a certain point and it has been many years. Like the typical neighbourhood
behaviour, stories are brewed and Arthur comes to be known as a phantom. It is very natural for children
to be curious about such tales and even though they may actually be scared, they put out a façade to show
that they are gutsy especially in front of those who are older. That’s exactly what Scout does when Jem
and Dill start strategizing on how to get to Arthur and be friends with him. They don’t think of him as a
terror. The trio often have midnight runs and they scream trouble. I won’t go much into detail regarding
the Boo Radley plot as that will spoil the story.
The person who is always after Scout is her aunt Alexandra who is constantly after Atticus to change his
daughter’s ways and make her more ‘ladylike’. The cutest part between Scout and Dill is Dill’s promise
to her that he would marry her in the future and Scout believes that she is his fiancée.
The innocent childhood experiences of the trio soon take an unexpected twist when Scout’s father agrees
to defend a ‘Negro’ (the writer refers to them using this term) named Tom Robinson who gets accused of
rape. Negroes in Maycomb are considered to be impure and defile. They aren’t given a lot of importance
and they lead separate lives within their own community in the neighbourhood. For this very reason,
Atticus receives a lot of hate and is called a “Nigger-lover”. This term always riles up Scout because she
knows that Atticus is right and that he’s always ready to defend the innocent. Jem and she get teased at
often but when Atticus convinces her that he knows what he’s doing, she’s reassured.
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Part Two begins with a twelve-year old moody Jem who no longer wants to be seen playing childish
games with Scout. Jem’s indirect want to be considered grown up is very evident and Scout starts feeling
left out. Part Two focuses a lot on the Tom Robinson case and Jem’s sudden mood swings where he
easily lashes out at Scout unlike before. Before the trials begin, the kids show anxiousness and a lot of
concern for Atticus since so many are against him. Atticus also notices pieces of himself in Jem just like
how parents notice a few bits of themselves in their children as they grow up. In this part, the trials come
into focus and Atticus’s witty way of dealing with the case is interesting. Strong parent-child bonds can
be felt even though they aren’t always physically expressed. Jem works his way to get access to visit each
trial along with Dill and Scout. I cannot give in-depth details regarding the case and what follows after
because that would be a huge spoiler.
From a very innocent and playful childhood narrative, the story spins to serious danger, threats and social
differences that affect the life of the Finches forever. I personally liked the twist and how beautifully
Harper Lee makes the readers dwell on their personal childhood experiences and then makes the readers
ponder on impartialities and injustice prevalent in society. This book is indeed a classic.
“Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit ‘em, but remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.”

TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE HOUSE ON MANGO STREET, SANDRA CISNEROS
REVIEWER: RUTH LALHMANGAIHSANGI, II PPES ‘O’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. REVA GEORGE
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Sandra Cisneros is a Latin-American activist, poet, short story writer, novelist, essayist and artist. She has
been writing for more than 50 years. Most of her work addresses issues of race, class and gender of
ordinary working-class people. She has written several literary works like House On Mango Street,
Caramelo, Loose Woman and her most recent work, A House of My Own: Stories from My Life won a
2016 PEN Center USA Literary Award for creative nonfiction.

BOOK REVIEW

The House on Mango Street is a coming-of-age novel written by Sandra Cisneros published in 1984. The
book is a mix between poetry, fiction and autobiography, with the main theme revolving around selfidentity, feminism and community. The protagonist of the story is, Esperanza Cordera, a young girl of
Mexican descent who is born and brought up in America. She is 12 years old when the book begins. It
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starts when she moves into a new neighbourhood called Mango Street, which is a crowded and run down
Latino Street in Chicago, where races are strategically segregated. As the book goes on Esperanza wishes
to move out of Mango Street and find an identity for herself and not be trapped in a marriage like most of
the women on her street.
The first section of the book, where Esperanza is trying to get acquainted with her new neighbourhood,
has short chapters and is written in the style of “lazy poetry” to focus on the fact that the protagonist is
still a child with short attention span hence why the chapters are randomly connected. The protagonist
never introduces herself like most people in a lot of books do, rather from the first sentence itself she
jumps straight into what is going on at that particular moment, to draw attention to the fact that she is still
trying to identify herself and her role. Thus, giving the readers a much more immediate view of childhood
experiences. She is also too young and much involved with her narration at this point to give accounts
objectively.
From the beginning of the book, we can see the focus on the importance of language and one’s name,
especially while living in a white dominant country as a person of colour. One of the characters in the
book named, Mamacita moved to America to be with her husband but later finds herself imprisoned in her
own home as she can’t speak English. Even when Esperanza’s father first moved to the States, he
couldn’t pick what he wanted to eat as he didn’t understand anything on the menu except for ham and
eggs. In one of the incidents in the book, Esperanza’s mother, who is a native English speaker, writes a
letter to her school but the authorities in the school find it unconvincing as the language use was poor. It
can also be noticed in Esperanza’s desire from a young age to change her name to something other than
what defines her family’s heritage due to her want of self-identity beyond the community she hails from.
Throughout the book, it is seen that many people in her street have two names, an English name and a
Spanish name. For example, Esperanza’s own sister Magdelena who is also called Lenny and Meme Oritz
whose Spanish name is Juan. Here, having two names is symbolic of the assimilation of two cultures and
a unique identity of the community as it is difficult for them to belong to a particular place. The
protagonist believes that the more names you have, the more powerful you are and she justifies this by
giving the example of how the Eskimos have more than thirty names for snowflakes.
Self-identity is one of the main themes in this book. Esperanza, from when she was young struggled with
her identity, starting with her name to her identity as a woman and a writer. At one point in the book, she
gives herself the name, “ZeZe the X”. She wants to move out of her house and away from her family to
find a life beyond the constraints of her community. In the process, she grows up and finds herself to be a
sexually awakened woman. During this period, she befriends Sally, who is everything that Esperanza
wants to be. But along with this friendship and new adventures, she becomes a victim of sexual assault.
Even after the assault, Esperanza never blamed the men around her, because she thought that it was just
how men were, exploitative, dominant and abusive. She was more upset over the fact that the women
around her didn’t help her. She was especially upset with Sally because she had helped her out of
dangerous situations one too many times and Sally didn’t do anything but run away when Esperanza was
about to face the biggest emotional and physical scar of her life.
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Growing up in a patriarchal society, Esperanza always talked about how boys and girls are different from
each other. She found the men in her neighbourhood controlling and appalling and the women were
always quiet and never stood up for themselves. She had witnessed women like her own greatgrandmother being trapped in a marriage. The women in her neighbourhood sat by the windows feeling
trapped by their own families and inadequacies of their own self. Esperanza, as she grows older, decides
that she did not want that for herself - men dominating her to the point where she spends her days looking
out the window. Then onwards, she believed that women need to look out for each other. So, she started
helping and supporting the woman in her neighbourhood even after all that she had been through.
The book ends with Esperanza realizing that she need not leave her neighbourhood to find herself. If, she
wanted the growth of her community and the others after her to live in a community where there is
freedom in oneself then, the ones who are capable must leave, learn from the world and come back to the
community to help make a change. She realises that she can be the change but to do so, she must first
accept her heritage and be proud of where she comes from regardless of whatever scars she has got on the
way. This realization came from writing. Esperanza (or the author) realizes that she started writing The
House on Mango Street because she did not want to belong and wanted something more for herself but as
the book comes to an end, it is clear that she does belong to Mango Street, and that she is not only there to
fill space but also to be the change her community.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: ROOM, EMMA DONOGHUE
REVIEWER: SREYA KANUGULA, II HEPP ‘N’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. ASHIKA ALEX
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Donoghue was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1969. The youngest of eight children, she is the daughter of
Frances (née Rutledge) and academic and literary critic Denis Donoghue. Donoghue's first novel was
1994's Stir Fry, a contemporary coming of age novel about a young Irish woman discovering her
sexuality. It was a finalist for the Lambda Literary Award in 1994. This was followed in 1995 by Hood,
another contemporary story, this time about an Irish woman coming to terms with the death of her
girlfriend. Hood won the 1997 American Library Association's Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Book Award
for Literature (now known as the Stonewall Book Award for Literature).
BOOK REVIEW
Narrated from the point of view of a vivaciously curious five year old, Room is undoubtedly one of the
most interesting works, being the seventh novel, written by Donoghue in her literary career.
Jack, the innocent narrator of the book, lives with his ‘Ma’ in a twelve foot square room, which is nothing
but a secured single-room outbuilding containing a small kitchen, a bathtub, a wardrobe, a bed, and a TV
set. Because it is all he has ever known, Jack believes that only Room and the things it contains (including
himself and Ma) are "real." Ma, unwilling to disappoint Jack with a life she cannot give him, allows Jack
to believe that the rest of the world exists only on television and is considered to be fictional in nature. Ma
creates a plethora of stories of “Princess Di” and incidents of the Berlin Wall along with numerous other
fairy tales with Jack as their protagonist, to keep Jack entertained. She takes care of both his physical and
mental needs as they continue existing in Room, in spite of everything she’s been through.
Besides them, Jack has only ever had contact with “Old Nick”, who is the reason behind him and Ma
living in Room. He kidnapped the woman seven years ago and Jack is the by product of him raping the
woman, continuously over the years.
Here is where Donoghue brings in the darker underlying themes of captivity, isolation, hopelessness,
depression (Ma is “gone” for several blank eyed periods of time), sexual assault, rape and such macabre
desolation plotted in simple sentences that one cannot turn their eyes away from the horror, no matter
what they do.
The status of both the characters, Ma and Jack, is shown throughout the book at various instances as the
second half comes into play.
The novel progresses to show how Donoghue has captured and conceptualised the notion of a wide-eyed
child emerging into the world like a Martian coming to Earth and looking at the surroundings with
wonder and aggravation, when Jack and Ma finally get out of Room.
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The struggles that they are put through, when they reunite with the woman’s family, the outer world and
the reality of seven years having passed since them being stuck in Room, come into the spotlight when
the reader passes over the notions of Jack’s observations of his surroundings.
Despite the mental torment of both their characters, and their physical beings contesting to fit into their
surroundings; the author sculpts the story with such delicacy and intricate skill that the horror has light to
surpass it, to show that the most vile circumstances can have an ending. May not be a happily-ever-after
just within your reach but an ending, nevertheless.
Emma Donoghue has definitely delivered on what she had promised; this is indeed a book like none other
that you have ever read before and to end this review, I quote Jack to appease anyone’s scepticism on the
dark content that this book is based on.

“This is a bad story.”
“Sorry. I’m really sorry. I shouldn’t have told you.”
“No, you should,” I say.
“But—”
“I don’t want there to be bad stories and me not know them.”

TITLE AND AUTHOR: MACBETH, WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
REVIEWER: VINAYA KRITHIKA, II PPES ‘O’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. REVA GEORGE
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Shakespeare is a well known writer who is praised for his many great books. When Queen Elizabeth died
in 1603, she had no children, or even nephews or nieces. The throne was offered to James VI of Scotland,
Elizabeth’s distant cousin, who then became James I of Britain. Shakespeare wrote many plays during the
reigns of Elizabeth I and King James I. One such classic is Macbeth; a tragedy which shows us how the
need for power destroys one.
BOOK REVIEW
Shakespeare has brought out many psychological aspects in the play. Each character showcases a
different kind of behaviour which can range from childhood problems to recent traumas. Lady Macbeth
shows the traits of having OCD of different kinds. OCD is a disorder where one is haunted by repetitive
thoughts which when fulfilled, gives temporary relief. For example, when she receives the letter from
Macbeth about the prophecy of the three witches, she immediately starts to plot the murder of King
Duncan and starts having delusions of her husband ruling the country. Here, her compulsion was to kill
the person. In Act 1 Scene 7, she says that she wouldn’t mind smashing her baby’s head to the wall if she
had promised that to him, which shows her violent obsessive thoughts. The other example is seen towards
the end in Act 5 Scene 1 where she shows OCD of contamination where she hallucinates blood on her
hands and repeatedly washes them to clear it up at the same time every day. This OCD is developed after
the murder of King Duncan which may have traumatized her, especially because she says that he looked
like her father. Some scholars also say that Lady Macbeth was the Queen’s sister and was jealous and
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hence wanted the throne which motivated her to fulfil her obsessive thought of murder. Lady Macbeth
also shows the symptoms of PTSD like insomnia, depression and avoidance. She shows difficulty in
staying asleep and is shown to sleep walk every night after the King’s demise. She is depressed not only
about the murder of the king but also of the other murders her husband committed. This is seen when she
says “No more o’ that, my Lord, no more o’ that” in Act 5, Scene 1. She avoids the incidents and tries her
best to push away her emotions but eventually gives in to her depression and commits suicide.
Macbeth, the protagonist of the play is introduced as a brave hero who is praised and respected by
everyone. He is seen as the perfect nobleman by others but no one knows his psychological motive of
need for power except his wife. He was a kind man who did not want to kill for his greed but he also
didn’t want his wife to think of him any less of a man. In Act 1 Scene 7, Lady Macbeth yells at him that
he is “always afraid to act as he desires” and cowers adding ‘I can’t’ after he says ‘I want to’. Macbeth
was so afraid to kill the king that he started to get hallucinations of a knife in front of his hand. He might
have had a diathesis to paranoid schizophrenia and the killing may have added as the triggering factor. It
might have also been the excessive stress of the murder or emotional trauma that he faced that might have
pushed him to develop it. Paranoid schizophrenia is when the person loses touch with reality and gets
convinced of things that aren’t true. They get suspicious on trivial things and may hurt their close ones.
Macbeth first shows delusions of persecution by doubting Banquo, thinking that he knows about his hand
in the murder. Although Banquo knew something wrong had happened, he still trusted Macbeth. Macbeth
later has hallucinations of Banquo’s ghost during the feast in Act 3 Scene 4 and starts to scream that
Banquo cannot prove he did the murders. He later starts to doubt Macduff and believes that he had turned
against him. He turns ruthless and starts to kill everyone who he was suspicious of. He becomes
increasingly violent when he orders to murder Macduff’s family saying “seize upon Fife: give to th’ edge
o’ th’ sword his wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls that trace his line” in Act 4 Scene 1. He strongly
holds on to the three witches’ predictions hoping that it would give him peace. In Act 5 Scene 7, he starts
to mercilessly kill all the people who came in his way saying that he does not fear anyone who is born
from a mother. This shows how he had lost his sanity and was completely deluded by his power. If only
Macbeth had waited for the three witches’ predictions to come true on their own instead of listening to his
wife’s words, they could have lived happily without falling prey to insanity.
Shakespeare has a very beautiful writing style. It is quite intriguing to see that he knew about
psychological disorders of such distressing levels back in the 1600s. His plays always have supernatural
wisdom hidden in them which cannot be showcased by actors to the full extent. He concentrates on the
internal generation or degeneration of his protagonists’ thinking, especially in tragedies where it is seen
clearly. The narrative flows with what each one thinks than what each one does. He uses a form of
monologue which served to show the character’s thoughts and lets the reader know about the secrets
others don’t. He brings out actuality and realism in his characters such that everyone can not only relate to
them but also feel sympathetic towards them. For example, although we know what Macbeth did was
wrong, we cannot help but feel bad for the man at the end of the day.
All in all, I feel that Macbeth is one such classic that people of any era can enjoy, be it the 1600s or the
millennials.
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SOCIOLOGY

“The sociological imagination enables its possessor to understand the larger historical scene in terms of
its meaning for the inner life and the external carrier of a variety of individuals.”
-C. Wright Mills
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TITLE AND AUTHORS: THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF REALITY – A TREATISE IN
THE SOCIOLOGY OF KNOWLEDGE, PETER L. BERGER, THOMAS LUCKMANN
REVIEWER: GAUTHAM NARAYAN, II HESP ‘M’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. ANITHA RAVINDRAKUMAR

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Peter Ludwig Berger is an Austrian-born American sociologist and Protestant theologian. Thomas
Luckmann was an American-Austrian sociologist of Slovene origin who taught mainly in Germany.
Their collaboration to pen the Social Construction of Reality proved them to be an unparalleled duo in the
field of the sociology of knowledge. With an extreme flair towards understanding and explaining the postmodern era society of the world, Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann were two of the most important
pioneers in creating the contemporary sociology of now. While criticisms and controversies followed
them, these two authors continued to produce prodigious works with utmost determination.

BOOK REVIEW

The Social Construction of Reality discourses on the vast and varied supremacy of knowledge in our
society. It is understood that this book reformulates the sociological sub-discipline known as the
sociology of knowledge. Berger and Luckmann, through their captivating and notoriously simple writing
style, explain that knowledge isn’t just a way of thought or an ideology but a mechanical wheel that
controls the actions of the society in all its levels. Reading this work just once will help any reader figure
out that the goal of the authors is to understand the abstract concept of knowledge in all its aspects. But a
single reread can change your whole perspective on the role of knowledge in our complex societal
construct. The authors believe that knowledge does not always stick to the good side of moral judgement
but is of an evil origin and can be manipulated in multitudinous ways. Knowledge is the accumulated and
passed on understanding of reality for societies. This knowledge enables us to understand here and now
realities. To analyse daily life, the book suggests phenomenological analysis. It presents an interesting
observation of consciousness. This rather very philosophical grasp of the writer duo is in its own way an
example of the augmented depth this book dives into. While this encompasses the peripheral view on the
book, it also goes on to describe the process of institutionalization by habituation, reciprocal typification,
and objectification (by historicity and control) and legitimization towards the creation of symbolic
universe in an explanatory manner. But the most interesting feature of this literary piece is that it deals
with philosophical and political thoughts while transforming it into topics that encompass the scope of
sociology of knowledge and social construct.
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I had set no expectations on the quality of this book. But the second I got to just the tenth page, I realised
the unbelievable uniqueness and influence that this paramount work possessed. The only warning I would
want to give to the people wishing to read this book is not to let the size of the book and the writing style
intimidate you. This is one tough concept to understand and to experience the full intellect spread across
the book, multiple reads are surely required. However, in my case, it opened up a way of seeing the world
that has informed my thinking and practice ever since.

The Social Construction of Reality is a must read based on the purity and complexity of its subject. This
book might naturally only be suggested to sociologists but I believe that if you are an individual who
wishes to understand the society around you, if you are a reason seeker or a voracious reader, then this
piece of literary work is a necessity in your book collection. As said, no man will advance in life until he
absorbs the desires of the society around him.

TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE KITE RUNNER, KHALED HOSSEINI
REVIEWER: KARISHMA RAO, II PPES ‘O’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. ANITHA RAVINDRAKUMAR

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Khaled Hosseini is the bestselling Afghan-born American author. The Kite Runner was his first book,
published in 2003. Other books of his include A Thousand Splendid Suns and And The Mountains
Echoed. He is an activist for a better Afghanistan and has his own foundation “The Khaled Hosseini
Foundation”, which provides assistance, love, and support for Afghanistan. He is also a husband and a
father of two.

BOOK REVIEW
“When you tell a lie, you steal someone’s right to the truth. When you cheat, you steal the right to
fairness”
- Baba
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Amir, the protagonist, narrates a story set in Kabul, Afghanistan, which begins in the winter of 1975 and
changes his life forever. He participates in a competition along with Hassan to win over his father’s love
and respect but an unfortunate event during the competition leads to the falling of a long relationship and
a parting between the two childhood friends. Later, Amir and Baba are forced to move out of their
homeland due to the invasion by the Soviets and when Afghanistan becomes a warzone. They move to
San Francisco after a while and start another life from scratch and manage to live a decent and sustainable
one. Then, Amir receives a call from Rahim Khan, his father’s friend, asking him to visit him in
Peshawar as he is ill. He also mentions that this could bring him redemption from his past mistakes which
have been giving sleepless nights for Amir.

Through Hosseini’s writing, one can see a course of love, friendship, selfishness, jealousy, sorrow, and
atonement. Reading through the book, I felt that I too was playing panjpar (a card game played in
Afghanistan) with Amir and Hassan, watching movies with them at Cinema Zainab, climbing trees and
flying kites. I lived every moment of it. I adored the simple lifestyle of the locals and wished I was born a
few generations ago.

The story highlights caste differences, discrimination, untouchability, societal traditions and customs, and
the Afghanistan refugee and immigration experience which is explained below in detail:

Over the course of the story, we can mainly identify two castes: the Sunni and Shia Muslims. Sunni
Muslims were the upper class, which consisted of the ethnic group called the Pashtuns, while the Shia
Muslims were the lower class, consisting of the ethnic group the Hazaras. The Hazaras were an
independent community who never came under caste hierarchy but in the nineteenth century, the Pashtuns
took over the Hazaras’ lands, sold their women and burnt down their homes. They were also referred to as
“unclean”. After the invasion, the Hazaras ended up being in the service of the Pashtuns.

A sense of entitlement can be seen by the Pashtuns as they refuse to take any career which would be
considered to be beneath them even if they were bankrupt. They always want the best of everything and
hold high standards for themselves and their children. However, the Hazaras blame themselves even for
the situations which are not in their hands. They use their ethnicity as an excuse and if anything was to
happen to them, they would not stand up for themselves as they belong to a lower class and cannot
imagine themselves dominating over the others. Despite Amir and Hassan being friends all their life, they
both know their roles in the society and social ranking. So, Hassan still holds Amir in high regard and
does as he says, without complaining and with complete trust.
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Discrimination can be seen from the beginning till the end of this book. The Hazaras experienced racial
discrimination because they have Mongoloid features like a flat nose, wide eyes, thin muscles and so on.
Gender discrimination also prevailed in the societies. Wrestling and physical strength was more important
than education for a man as it showed masculinity, while the women were supposed to be soft-spoken,
sensitive, were to have lady-like jobs only, were not allowed to drink and so on. Religious discrimination
was prevalent as the Taliban considered anyone who would not accept and follow the Islamic religion to
be impure and deserving of punishment. They used the Koran at their disposal. Violence was used to
torment the citizens and assert jurisdiction. The Taliban believed that they were the chosen ones by Allah
and were fulfilling his will.

Despite all the discrimination and differences, the Afghan traditions and customs were pleasant and
enjoyable, starting with the kite fight where the boys would steer the kites to try to cut their opponents’
kite strings and the last standing would be the winner, the Eid-e-Qorban which Baba (Amir’s father)
would make fun of but would acknowledge its customary sheep sacrifice. Marriage traditions included the
Shirini Khor, also called the “eating of the sweets” ceremony which is an engagement party hosted by the
bride’s family. Then, there would be a wedding which would be paid by the groom’s side. The groom and
the bride would wear green traditional apparel as the colour represented spring and new beginnings
during the nika, that is, the swearing ceremony. Next, the wedding song “ahesta boro” would be played
and later the Ayena Masshaf would be performed where a veil would be thrown on the bride’s and
groom’s heads, a mirror would be given to them and the both of them were supposed to look at each
other’s reflections.

There was enough clarity in the refugee and immigration experience of Amir and Baba as well. They
were both among many who had to leave their homeland overnight for their own security, unsure of what
the future held for them. Calculated risks had to be taken and irregular problems had to be taken care of
with courage and integrity. Immigrants would die during the journey but that could not act as a road
block. Despite the struggles and hardships, people would have to learn a new language, adapt a new
lifestyle, and blend into their new home and society. Likewise, older morals and practices had to be kept
alive so that one would not forget his or her roots.

Lastly, the book is a good read. Hosseini manages to grab our attention with his informal style of writing
and with the way he plays with his words. The book sadly has an abrupt ending and I would like to read
the story from Hassan’s perspective and what he must have felt during tragic and happy moments. I
would recommend this book to someone who would like to learn more about the Afghan values and their
experience in a rigid and chaotic society. This novel helps one understand that Afghanistan is not only
known for the Tora Bora caves, the poppy fields and Bin Laden but also for the strong and caring people.
A person can learn a thing or two about survival from the Afghans.

86

Perspectives 2017 - 2018
______________________________________________________________________
TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE GOD OF SMALL THINGS, ARUNDHATI ROY
REVIEWER: M V ATMIKA DECHAMMA, II PPES ‘O’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. ANITHA RAVINDRAKUMAR

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Suzanna Arundhati Roy, born in Shillong, Meghalaya, started off as a screenplay writer for television and
for movies, and moved on to become an Indian author best known for her work in The God of Small
Things - for which she won the Booker Prize for fiction in 1997 and later, her work - The Cost of Living
became the biggest-selling book by an Indian author. Her most recent work is The Ministry of Utmost
Happiness. Over and above being an author, Arundathi Roy is also a political activist and simultaneously
involves herself in various environmental and human-rights causes.
BOOK REVIEW

The book, The God of Small Things, is set up in Kerala in the 1960s and travels back and forth in the past
and the present. The political set up then consisted of the prevailing Marxist idea of governance and the
emergence of the Naxalite movement as discrimination existed almost everywhere. The author, Arundathi
Roy, brings out the mentality of the people of the 20th century, more specifically, of the sixties.
The book talks about the contrast between black and white, men and women, the British and the Indians,
the upper caste (Vaishyas) and the lower caste (Paravans), and the touchables and the untouchables. It
talks about the taboo associated with inter-caste relations and religious prejudice with respect to Hinduism
and Christianity in particular.
The 1960s was a time of rejoice for India as they had just received the status of a dominion state after 200
years of the Crown’s rule and had finally attained independence. The job sector had opened up with
plenty of jobs to offer for men but the women, who fought alongside men in the freedom struggle, went
back to being housewives. A lot of them did so unwillingly, but never the less, they did return to being
oppressed and treated as inferiors in comparison with men. In the book, after her husband, Appachi,
retires, the grandmother, Ammachi, faces difficulties which arise when she starts her pickle and
preservatives business which becomes a huge thriving success. Her husband, no longer being the bread
winner of the house, takes it up as an ego issue and beats her, more so than usual, not only because he
finds it embarrassing but also because he despises the fact that she now makes more money than he does.
I feel that this not only highlights the patriarchal system which is prevalent in India but also the psychosocial aspect of society and how deep rooted it is, to such an extent that it seeps through to the bottom, not
only in the public spectrum, but also into the individual’s private and family life as well. It also sheds
light on the matter of domestic violence which has received a blind eye in Indian culture, not only then
but even today.
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The book also talks about the dominance of the male gender in our society. Females, no matter which
caste or social status they belong to, no matter how educated, well versed or aged, will always be looked
down on when compared to the male gender. With respect to a particular example that takes place in the
past between two of the main characters who are siblings- the brother(Chako) and the sister(Ammu),
Chako being a male, was sent to Oxford University, an esteemed education institute in London, to further
expand his educational qualifications in the field of English Literature, whereas Ammu, who wanted to
become a teacher, was told to stay back at Ayemenen and was denied education after the completion of
her 10th grade as Appachi felt that it would be “a waste of money” to spend on her education as she was of
marriageable age and would soon have family commitments to look after. Appachi was a highly respected
man with a calm exposure, generous nature, a high designation as an entomologist and a professor. He
had once stumbled across a moth, of which, when he had a closer look, discovered that it was a new,
unknown species. He immediately informed the Entomological society of India and sent the moth in for
testing and verification, but the test results that came back stated that it was but a common moth. Only
later did they find out, years after Appachi had returned back to Ayemenen from Delhi that what he had
discovered was in fact a rare species and to top it all off, neither did they name the moth after him nor did
they credit him for his contribution. This frustrated and infuriated Appachi. When he would come home,
after drowning his miseries in alcohol, he would beat Ammachi and Ammu just to take out his pent-up
aggression after a day of maintaining a calm exposure throughout the day. This in turn made Ammu hate
him, which no one understood as they only knew this façade of his which I feel, speaks about a lot about
the superficiality of Indian culture wherein at the end, the image portrayed outside is what matters the
most. This is even shown when Ammachi pays women to spend time with Chako when he returns back
from England after his divorce, as according to Ammachi “Men have special needs” but when Ammu acts
on the same lines, Ammachi locks her in her room because she says that she brings immense shame to the
family and soils the reputation that had been built over many generations. Even so, in the case of the
protagonists who are fraternal twins - a boy, Estha and a girl, Rahel; the grandaunt, Baby Kochamma,
always favours Estha in all her endeavours as she felt that he was more rational, intellectual, level headed
and more dependable than his twin, Rahel, who was more spontaneous, irrational, and inconclusive. As
the story progresses, there are numerous instances which proves her thoughts as she acts on them in
several occasions. Earlier in the story, when Ammu runs away and gets married to a North Indian, her
family disowns her and cuts all ties with her as they felt that she brings shame to the family. When Chako
gets married to a foreigner, Ammachi and his family members say nothing of the matter. When he returns,
they greet him with open arms.
As the story progresses and Ammu grows up, she runs away with a Hindu, all in the hopes of getting
away from her father because of the way he had treated her. She goes ahead and gets married out of
necessity more than love. She later goes on to give birth to twins. After they get a divorce, Ammu returns
back to Ayemenen to stay with her family as she has nowhere else to go. Baby Kochamma mistreats her
and outcasts her every chance she gets as she feels that the matrimony that Ammu had was unholy and
was to be looked down on; her being a divorcee just added to the shame. She goes so far as to call the
children ‘hindu-christian misbreeds’. The distinction between Hinduism and Christianity is dense and the
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book shows how many a times people are mistreated on the basis of religion and how every religion
strives to show its superiority over the other. The way people are treated also depends on their religion,
amongst various other factors. The distinction is so stark that even the people of lower strata in society are
sensitive to it and make sure that they show this distinction in materialistic ways to make it prominent.
The contrast between the lower caste and the upper caste has been distinct and existent for a thousand
years now and has been present in our culture even today. The earliest mention of the caste system dates
back all the way back to the early Vedic period. It established the concrete idea of superiority of race. It
regulated who each person was and what they were allowed access to, even before they were born. The
caste system exercised control over numerous social, economic and political aspects, one of them being
the appointment of occupations for each caste. The most miniscule and demeaning jobs were given to
those lower in the caste system. The book talks about a Paravan, Velutha, whose entire family - his father
and his grandfather - had worked for a particular family of Vaishyas, which happened to be Ammu’s. The
family was very generous in terms of social work towards the lower caste, who were known as
‘Untouchables’, and even built them an educational facility meant exclusively for their betterment. The
people had already advised against this as they felt this act of kindness would bring nothing but trouble,
but this advice was ignored. The boy was educated and was sent to various workshops where his skills as
a carpenter could grow, which meant that even though he was given all these opportunities, his role and
occupation in the larger scheme was already chosen for him, even before he was born. In the matter of
inter-caste intercourse; the matter remains a touchy subject even now. In the book, there is intimacy
shared by Ammu and Velutha. When they get to know about this affair Ammu’s family are enraged and
frame Velutha for a death that simultaneously takes place in the family in order to save their public
image. They frame Velutha in the hopes of clearing their family name and at the same time removing him
from the equation altogether. Just as in this case, even in present times, marriage outside a community or
religion to a large extent is looked down on and is boycotted.
The story takes place after the British left India. They had left a large impact on our culture and thought,
even after India was given independence. The book brings out light instances of how the British had
instilled their culture in us. It also shows how Indians are stereotyped to be ‘manipulative, calculative and
cunning’. This is shown rather prominently when Chako is set out to marry Margret but her family is so
strongly against it that her father refuses to be present for the processions and her mother makes herself
present even though she disapproves. The story even shows how much admiration Appachi had for the
British even long after they left India. When Ammu returned to Ayemenen with her two children after
getting a divorce from her husband on the grounds that he was ready to hand her over to a British landlord
under whom he used to work in order to keep his job, Appachi refused to believe that and found it utterly
impossible as he felt a British landlord would want nothing to do with a commoner Indian woman with
two children.
Up until the present day, India has gone through multiple changes in numerous fields such as science,
technology, infrastructure, occupations, and so on, but a lot of these factors that are found in the book,
which is set around five decades ago, a lot, if not all, of these social factors still stand true. Women are
still treated as the weaker gender, let alone equal, the caste system is still prevalent in majority of our
country. Even if the oppression of the British is no longer present in India, it is still rampant outside our
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country. Our country still hasn’t grown out of the stigma of inter-caste or inter-religious or intercommunity relations, and I feel that a lot of the content in this book still holds true to the current day
scenario.

TITLE & AUTHOR: A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS BY KHALED HOSSEINI
REVIEWER: PRARTHANA M., II PPES ‘O’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. ANITHA RAVINDRAKUMAR
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Khaled Hosseini was born on 4th march 1965 in Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan. The Hosseini family
moved to San Jose, California where he earned a degree in biology. He started writing his first novel, The
Kite Runner in 2001 and published it in 2003. Hosseini then published his second novel, A Thousand
Splendid Suns in May 2007. Unlike the Kite Runner, this book focuses on the problems faced by women
in Kabul. It has been able to gain a plethora of positive reviews. He published his third book, And the
Mountains Echoed which was nominated for the Goodreads Choice Award. He currently lives in
California with his wife and two children.

BOOK REVIEW

Reading is my hobby. It is something that I do to pass time and allow my brain to wander off to a
different world. Never did I think that reading would allow me to appreciate what I had, especially my
family.
That is what A Thousand Splendid Suns taught me. This book made me realize that for me, it is a
privilege to lead a life as a woman while in some parts of the world she is suffering simply because she
was born a girl.
The novel is a dual narrative starting with; Mariam, a 15-year-old girl whose resentful mother ate away
her daughter’s good thoughts and gave bitter advice like ‘a man’s accusing finger always finds a woman’.
She killed herself after a few days. Mariam was then married off to a 40-year-old shoemaker, Rasheed,
who starts out merely brutish but after she failed to bear him a child, was physically and psychologically
abusive and would make her chew pebbles until her teeth broke.
On the other hand, Laila was a daughter of an intellectual man. She had the freedom to be educated and
take decisions of her life. She was in love with her neighbor Tariq. Before he and his family decided to
move to Pakistan, he went to convince Laila to come with him. But instead, they ended their relationship.
However, Tariq moved to Pakistan with his family for a better future.
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Their lives changed when the war between the Soviet Union and Taliban started. Laila lost her family
when a rocket hit their house and she was injured brutally. She was nursed by Mariam and Rasheed until
she felt better. Rasheed saw this as an opportunity for him to have a child and asked Laila to marry him.
After a few days, a man from Pakistan showed up at their front door and gave Laila the news that Tariq is
dead. He also said that Tariq told him to give the news to Laila so that she could move on with her life.
This trauma and the fact that she was pregnant with his child made her marry Rasheed. The story of these
two wives will make you gaze in awe at the sheer strength of love at desperate times.
Rasheed’s behavior changed after the birth of his daughter as he was expecting a boy. He became very
arrogant and rude. He neither cared for his wives nor his daughter. So, Laila decides to run away as she
could not imagine spending her life in this place or with him.
One afternoon, after Rasheed went to work, she convinced Mariam to run away with her and start a new
life, a life with a new hope, a life where they could be free and a life where they could live without any
fear. But little did they know about the consequences they were going to face. They decided to go but
even before they could get on the bus, they were caught by the officers and taken into custody. When
Rasheed came to know about this act, he got so furious that he beat them and locked them in different
rooms with no food or water. After several days of being locked up, they were set free but only to realize
that their freedom was restricted to their house.
After many years, things were a little better. The war had calmed down. Laila thought everything was
going to be fine but little did she know that life had found a different way to surprise her. One afternoon,
she saw her son Zalmai shouting at a stranger to go out of his house. The twist in the story is revealed
when the stranger is no one else but Tariq.
Heartbreaking but yet inspiring; their lives reminded me that women are courageous and their loyalty
never waivers even during great adversity. Hosseini shows how a woman’s love for her family can make
her do shocking and heroic acts of self-sacrifice and in the end, it is love or even the memory of love, that
is often the key to survival. By the end, you are not only left with a tear but a fire lit within. It is above all
the story of hope and of life, the heroism that comes with love and the inevitable strife that comes with
living.
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TITLE AND AUTHOR: THE MERCHANT OF VENICE, WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
REVIEWER: VINAYA KRITHIKA, II PPES ‘O’
TEACHER IN-CHARGE: MS. ANITHA RAVINDRAKUMAR
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

William Shakespeare, the renowned writer, wrote the play between 1596 and 1599. Scholars and critics
generally divide their dramatic career into four periods: the Early Period, the Period of Comedies and
Histories, the Period of Tragedies, and the Period of Romances. The Merchant of Venice belongs to the
era of comedies, among Twelfth Night, Measure for Measure and Cymbeline. One of the many
hypotheses as to why Shakespeare wrote The Merchant of Venice, based on the context and text of the
play, is that he wrote it to present another image of the Jews contrasting to the stereotypical socio-political
image which became prevalent due to the Protestant Reformation. He wrote at least 37 plays and 154
sonnets. By 1612, he returned permanently to Stratford, partially retired there and wrote his last play.

BOOK REVIEW

Some books are worth reading regardless of how old they are or seem to be. One among those prestigious
classics is The Merchant of Venice, written by William Shakespeare. An exquisite blend of romance and
comedy with a tinge of truth, the book revolves around contrasting themes of hatred and love, good and
evil, and wealth and poverty.
Mainly, four characters are of importance in the play. Bassanio, the poor and reckless hero who has fallen
in love with the beautiful princess, Portia, the fairest maiden of all, Antonio, the rich and loyal best friend
who is meant to be the honest and innocent character of the play, and Shylock, the supposed villain who
has a strong hatred towards Antonio. Psychologically, the book showcases multiple themes and emotions
that the characters portray along the storyline. For example, Shylock’s feelings of hatred which may have
budded due to disgust shown by Antonio because he was a Jew, Portia’s brave and independent nature
which one can believe is because of the absence of a mother in her younger days and so on. But
sociologically, we see the aspects of oppression based on gender, discrimination on the grounds of
religion, the institution of marriage, conflict, competition, different social groups formed due to religion,
and so on.
The concept of utmost importance in the play would be the feud between Shylock and Antonio. Antonio,
being a Christian, hates Shylock and condemns him every opportunity he gets. He gives loans at a lower
interest rate so as to put down Shylock. The concept of competition is also featured at different points of
the play with contrasting feelings. One such example is a petty quarrel between Antonio and Shylock
where Antonio calls the latter a miserly cut-throat dog for asking high interests for loans. Here, we see
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negative conditions of conflict which is unhealthy and leads towards more hatred as seen in the later parts
of the play. A second instance is between the suitors who come to choose a casket to win Portia’s hand in
marriage where we see positive conditions of conflict. One can praise the father’s creativity in fabricating
such an impeccable scheme to choose a worthy suitor for his beloved daughter. Marriage, a social
institution, is a bond between two individuals and we see quite a few marriages in the course of the play;
one being the inter-religious between Shylock’s daughter and Lorenzo.
The Jews had been ridiculed and looked down upon at the time the play was written. The same is
showcased by Shakespeare in his play. Only, we see that he is trying to show that they are humans too
instead of showing them as barbarians who aren’t meant to live. Shylock has been the object of mockery
to Antonio since the beginning and has been spat on, laughed at, ridiculed, and undermined every time.
Although Shylock’s idea of revenge is unacceptable, some of us cannot help but feel bad for him in the
end. Antonio is shown as a kind hearted man of great valor, but one does feel that he is cold and rude
when it comes to Shylock. If only he was a bit more understanding towards Shylock’s religion would
there have been cooperation between the two and the story would have taken a happy turn for the both of
them and for the readers as well.
The heroine of the play, Portia is every man’s dream wife. Known for her beauty and fairness, she seems
to be brave and independent like any other man in the kingdom. In spite of being courageous enough to
control the dominion on her own when her parents had parted with her, she is forced to marry according
to the will of her father based on the caskets which acts as a form of social control. She is compelled to
marry whoever chooses the right casket without objection and is not allowed to marry with her own free
will. We see her fearlessness when she dresses up as a man to help Antonio from the clutches of Shylock.
She speaks with firmness in her voice and not only saves Antonio’s life but also makes sure that all of
Shylock’s riches go to his son-in-law, Lorenzo.
The concept of religion stands strong in the play through the display of flickers of mythology. Snippets of
legends are used as examples to explain the motives of the character. The flow of writing begins with the
content and moves on to compare the actors mentioned with the characters’ actions. One such example is
Shylock justifying why he takes interest, where he goes on to explain the story of Jacob and the sheep,
saying that he takes interests as a mark of profit, being a blessing of God.
Merchant of Venice, for me, comes off as a play which can be applied to modern society despite the fact
that it was written centuries ago. The various social challenges faced by the society back then are also
something we go through today. Prejudice against religion, conflicts and unhealthy competition, forced or
child marriages still play a part in daily life. But, positive ideologies that were born due to those
constraints in society have now helped shape what we are heading towards. In the end, I can say with firm
belief that this play has impacted modernism in a greater way than we think and is truly worthy of the title
“classic”.
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“Book reviewing dates only to the eighteenth century, when for the first time, there were so many books
being printed that magazines – they were new too – started printing essays about them.”
-Jill Lepore
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