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CSA active volunteers from Christ Junior College (2017-18)
You will never know how great it is to help others!
You will never know how much proud you will feel after helping someone!
You will never know how contended you will be after helping!
You will never know how it feels to help others!
You will never know how happy you'll be to know that someone is smiling
because of you. Be a part of CSA!
Be a part of CSA to help someone smile!
Be a part of CSA to be proud of your own self!
Join CSA and help your society to make it a better place to live in!
- Sneha Iyengar
I PCMB B

1

Center for Social Action
On the 7th of September, we had a trip to Hoskote by Centre for Social Actions along with
our teachers Noel sir and Nagarathna ma’am. Apart from having fun we learnt a lot during
the visit.

Experiences
We visited Govindpura and Konakanahalli. We left our college campus at 8 AM and set out
on a journey of fun and learning. We first reached Govindpura where we were introduced
to Mrs. Sharada who told us about the contributions of CSA to the villages. She told us that
CSA had made a lot of efforts to help the villages in their development. Right from
nutritious food to books, bag, uniforms and health centers, CSA has helped them improve
their lifestyle. Before people had to borrow money with high interest rates from the rich
and were exploited. But now they have their own Self Help Groups which make them self
sufficient and has saved them from exploitation. Mrs. Sharada specially quoted the phrase ,
“ CSA is our backbone” which infact made all the Christites proud of being active
volunteers of CSA. Of course , CSA faced a lot of problems in the beginning and this
development wasn’t smooth. Superstitious beliefs, Male Superiority, difference in opinion
were some of the problems. But over the years CSA has done a great job in putting things
to track.We then visited another village Konakanahalli where we met Mrs. Shakuntala
who was in charge of the villages. She took us to the SHG meeting going on in the village.
We were told that these meetings took place once a month where two women represented
each village and discussed their financial and social issues. We also asked them questions
enthusiastically and they were happy to respond. We had a lovely meal in the afternoon
which was prepared fresh. We then distributed chocolates, books and stationery got by CSA
volunteers to the children. The kids were very happy with this but more than them we
experienced the joy of giving and seeing the happiness in their eyes. Then we boarded the
bus and set back to the college.
Overall it was a great experience, meeting new people, visiting new places, learning new
stuff and more than everything being proud volunteers of CSA –a great initiative by Christ
University.
-Taiyab Mahmood
II PCME I
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Sharing smiles and happiness….
A few glances our field trip to the villages near Hoskote
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Self Help Groups
The luxurious A/C cars, multi-storied buildings and the best of infrastructure are a gift only in
the cities. Banks, hospitals, schools etc. are not present everywhere in India. Even if they are
present, it is difficult to get access to them. Getting loans from the banks, far development is
cumbersome in the rural areas. On one hand, banks require proper documents to provide
loans, on the other informal sources, exploit villagers with high rates of interest.
Rural people especially women, who are subjected to exploitation have tried out some newer
ways of providing loan to people. The idea is to organize rural poor, women in particular,
into small Self Help Groups (SHGs). A typical SHG has 10-15 members, usually belonging
to one neighborhood, who meet and save regularly. Consequently, a village has 15-60 SHGs
saving per member varies from Rs. 25 to Rs. 100. Members can take small loans from the
group to meet their needs. The group charges a small rate of interest (2% p.a) and provides
loan up to Rs. 50000. It is the responsibility of the members of the village to make sure that
the loan is paid back on time. The SHGs functions independently. They deposit their
collection in the bank which earns interest. The bank also provides loans to them for
developmental purposes. The SHGs have been successful in many Indian villages. They work
towards women empowerment, health care, education, self-employment etc. Not more than
28 km from Bengaluru, is a village in Hoskote which has overcome its liabilities to become a
self-sufficient and a developing village. CSA has spread awareness and has given monetary
benefit for the development of women and children and the village as a whole.

-Aruna
I HEPP N
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The Power Of Change And
Ignorance

My Dream for every Woman

We often think of a change
We often speak of a change
But how do we bring about a change?
Should be the question asked.

Once woman was just a thing,
Entertainment for people and kings,
When I think of women before,
This is what my nightmares bring.

And as we sit in our sandcastles
Complaining about perfect grades
Somewhere is a child staring at her
reflection
And yearning the pages of knowledge.

The life of a woman and ladder are alike,
People stamp it and hike,
Though it helps them reach heights,
Women have their dignity killed with a pike.

And as we yell our lungs dry about
Our own choice and independence
Somewhere is a woman being thrashed
By the hurricane of oppression
In a whirlwind of dependence on others.
Yet in our sandcastles
we sit ignorantly and do nothing
but learn of their situation
and lead our lives like their agony never existed
while the powerful waves of ignorance
engulfs all aspirations and hope.
But when we truly try to bring a change
even just a little bit,
many sandcastles could be turned
into stone fortresses of hope.
-Renibi Mukhia
1 HEPP N

A mother is also a woman,
Far superior to other men.
She is the one gives you birth,
And brings you on this beautiful Earth.
People unaware of a woman’s might,
Never understand her plight ,
When she is granted her rights,
Can fly higher than kites.
I always believe that one day will come,
Never will anyone harm her,
People will always protect her,
A women would never be a thing thereafter.
-Taiyab Mahmood
II PCME I
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Will I Ever Sleep?
Once a great man said;
Dream is not what you see in sleep,
It is the thing that doesn’t let you sleep.
If my dream is to make this world a better place to live in,
To light the lives of people in the darkness,
Will I ever sleep?
Whenever I see people wasting their time,
Staying out of the world and having idle mind,
I’d go to them and say, “I can buy you happiness”
They’d ask me how, and what does it cost;
I’d say-“a lot of love and support from your heart,
And a small amount of penny from your pocket, and it’s yours”
“And to whom should we give all this?” they’d ask;
I’d just smile and point out at darkness.
They’ll reply saying nothing is seen there.
And that’s the sad truth in this world.
So hold a light to find the way,
And be the light to make their day.
The happiness of the victims in the dark,
The laughter of the suffering children,
And the blessings of all those mothers;
When you’re the reason for their happiness,
And they love you back like hell,
There won’t be a fear of never sleeping ever,
And I don’t mind if after this, I sleep forever…..

-Suhas.A
1 CAMS J
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Student Editorial:
Taiyab Mahmood (II PCME I)
Suhas.A (I CAMS J)
Tahira.S (II HESP M)
Vijetha .V (I HEPP N)
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